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Foreword 


Close combat edged weapons have figured in 
man's armoury from the very earliest times, 
and while other forms of weaponry have 
evolved in design and use, the knife has 
remained a fairly basic implement. 

Soldiers have always carried knives. They 
were part of the essential equipment of the 
man-at-arms, and were intended more usually 
as tools than weapons. During the Great War 
of 1914-18, situations arose which called for 
the deployment of knives as weapons rather 
than as tools, and the techniques of knife 
fighting and close combat began to evolve 
along more skillful lines. The combatant 
nations all produced a wide variety of knives 
for combat. Some were specially manufactured 
for the purpose, and others were converted 
from available materials in the front-line 
trenches — even from the steel barbed-wire 
posts in the German trenches. 

The Second World War brought the fighting 
knife into its true element, with the formation 
‘of commando groups and raiding parties to 
administer silent death, when silence was all- 
important. During this period, my own family, 
and the family business of Wilkinson Sword 
Company, became involved in the design and 
production of the very first British Commando: 
dagger — the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife. 
It was my grandfather who personally dealt 
with Captains Fairbairn and Sykes in the 


Fairbairn Sykes Fighting. Knife manu- 
facrured by Wilkinson Sword Company. 
See page 97. 


production of their knife design, a handsome 
stiletto, which in form and reputation 
epitomized all the fascination and appeal that 
such a weapon holds for anyone who 
appreciates a good blade. 

Having been brought up in an established 
family of cutlers and swordmakers, | have 
always had some enthusiasm and fascination 
for the subject of knives — not just the wares 
of the family business, but the products of. 
other companies and nations as well. Every 
cutler reacts in the same way, assessing and 
analysing the quality and workmanship of 
another, taking a professional interest, if you 
will. Personal involvement has tempered my 
interest in the subject at large, and Fighting 
Knives in particular. 

In this book, Frederick J. Stephens has shed 
great light on a fairly neglected subject, and 
has backed his research with hard facts in an 
area where legend abounds. During the turmoil 
of war, very little was documented concerning 
these Commando knives, and even the Pattern 
Room at Enfield have no record of Sealed 
Patterns, By careful research of the scanty 
records that do exist, the author has pieced 
together a fascinating book for the collector, 
one which will surely bring fighting knives into 
the fore in the field of collecting edged 
weapons. 


Robert J. Wilkinson-Latham 


Preface and Acknowledgements 


One of the exciting things about writing a book on 
Fighting Knives has been the contact with collectors who 
have aided and encouraged the completion of this work. 
Indeed, it must be fairly said that this book is really their 
book; those many collectors and friends all over the 
world who have been enthusiastic enough to seek out the 
information and photographs which have enabled me to 
compile this work, and to whom T am grateful. 

‘Another exciting feature of this rescarch is that the 
subject is still relatively unexplored. The potential scope 
is immense and the fraternity of interested collectors is 
growing daily, and yet the published material to aid 
Sollectors and to record the known knife patterns is very 
Sparse indeed. 1 hope that this book will add momentum 
to the study and collection of fighting knives. 

Having once become interested in the subject, and 
having started to collate all the known material, adding to 
it where possible, it became apparent that fighiing knives 
form a very complex subject. Like their close cousin the 
bayonet, fighting knives come in numerous shapes and 
types, of differing origins, materials and designs, and yet 
all intended for the same basic use. In assessing the 
general scope of the subject, one of the first conflicts 
‘which arose was to determine where fighting knives ended 
and survival knives began. The overlap is considerable, 
‘and no-one can claim that a knife designed for hacking 
through jungle does not lend itself to hacking through an 
enemy. On the other hand, the US M3 knife, designed 
basically for combat, served equally efficiently as a 
general survival knife. At one extreme, the astronauts 
machete was, without doubt, intended for nothing but 
survival under hostile conditions unknown lo the foot 
Soldier; at the other, the concealed and assassination 
weapons depicted havc nothing whatsoever to do with 
fighting or survival, but are merely murder weapons. 
Both have their place in this book, however, and I 
consider it fitting that they and their multifarious forms 
be included. 

‘When collating the material, one difficulty lay in 
deciding exactly where certain types should be placed in 
the overall scheme. At times, chronological evaluation 
seemed the best solution, elsewhere, ethnic grouping 
seemed preferable. 1 decided to select combinations of 
‘weapons which 1 considered would be best suited 10 my 
purpose. For example, German trench daggers merited a 
‘complete chapter if one considers the quantity and variety 
produced, Weapons of the Allies during the Great War 
were not quite so prolific, and indeed the European 
entente and the First World War form their own, mul 
tational section. America, on the other hand, deserves its 
own chapter, so prolific are her blades. On a more 
esoteric note, Commando Daggers and the Fairbairn- 
‘Sykes patterns arc intriguing enough to warrant their own, 


exclusive coverage; and so it goes on . .. the choice is my 
‘own, and itis the onc I consider to be the most suitable. 
Any mistakes, likewise, are also my own and no doubt 
Sharp-eyed readers will (as in the past) write to point these 
‘out — but that is half the fun. The only way to learn any 
Subject at all is to try and tell other people all ubout 

Tn considering other people, I must pay tribute to those 
many fine friends who have aided and abetted the 
production of this book. Top place, without doubt, gocs 
to my colleague John Grottick who has been in on this 
project since its inception. John has been a source of 
encouragement and a mine of information throughout 
the several years of compiling the book. Many times we 
have burned the midnight oil (not to mention of the 
consumption of prodigious amounts of alcoholic 
beverages) while assessing our material. The photographs 
are centred around a nucleus formed from John's 
collection of fighting knives, and 1 am truly grateful for 
his friendship and assistance. 

Special thanks must also go to Gordon White, who had 
the unenviable task of printing my negatives, Considering 
the amount of material which has been handled and 
condensed to produce this book, Gordon must be 
especially pleased to see it completed and published — if 
only to gel some peace and qui 

Robert Witkinson-Latham, a colleague of long- 
standing and a notable authority on bladed weaponry in 
his own right, was good enough to read the manuscript, 
give advice, and write a preface. Bob also generously 
Contributed archival material from his family — 
Wilkinson Sword Co. — records, and some of this 
appears for the first time. 

‘A great many other people have contributed material to 
this work, and I wish to acknowledge: Herman A. 
Mauerer, New York; Ron Flook, Bath, Somerset; J. H. 
Jones, Sheffield; Barry lacoppi, New Zealand; Vladimir. 
Frank, Prague, Czechoslovakia; Jan Smid, Prague, 
Czechoslovakia; Sergeant John Shaeffer, U.S.A. 
Lieutcnant-Colonel T. M. Johnson, U.S.A.; George 
Seymour, Thorpe Bay, U.K.; Renzo Jardella, London; 
John Ensor, Birmingham; Wallis and Wallis, Lewes, 
Sussex; Anthony J. Saunders, Bucks. Dr. Julian 
Milestone, M.D., California, U.S.A.; Ralph Needham, 
Nottingham; Mike Long and staff, Nottingham; Mike 
Bassett, Falmouth; Brian Molloy, Merseyside; George 
Patient, New York; Petersen Publishing Co, Los Angeles: 
A. Mosely, Cosgrove; W. Frederick Grote, Stony 
‘Stratford; Malcolm Fisher, London; H.M. Patent Office: 
and numerous other willing individuals, who have offered 
advice and information, but waived recognition. To the 
many who have helped me, I offer my deepest thanks. 


Frederick J. Stephens, 1980 


1. 
Introduction 


This book is a pictorial study of fighting knives and 
survival weapons of the type that may bc encountered by 
the average collector today — although it will be seen that 
many of the weapons portrayed are anything but 
common or ordinary. In view of the fact that the knife is 
‘one of the oldest weapons known to man, it is fascinating. 
that it should still exist today as an essential accoutrement 
of the soldier. Military technology develops almost daily, 
new ideas come and go, but the fighting knife (and its 
close cousin, the bayonet) remain. Although modificd, 
improved, restyled, updated or re-built, they emerge in 
the same basic form of a hilt and a blade, and their pur- 
pose is mo different from what it was in antiquity. 
"The knife, both as weapon and tool, has formed an 
essential part of the warrior's equipment throughout 
history. The distinctive feature of the knife, which sets it 
apart from the sword, is its length, but its precise form 


governs the technique whereby’ it may be used. Swords 
and sabres were deliberately designed with length in 

i, to enable the fighter to strike at the enemy without 
setting 100 close to him. Most swords were designed as 
Slashing weapons, and it was mot until the advent of 
fencing schools that more refined techniques of 
‘swordsmanship were considered. But sword fighting was 
nor the only means of combat, nor was the sword the on 
weapon. The bow and arrow, simple though it was, 
remained an essential weapon of most armies (in the form 
of the crossbow) until the early part of the 17th Century. 
The advent of the firearm did not immediately banish the 
sword and knife into obsolescence, but merely replaced 
the crossbow as the weapon for hurling projectiles. The 
sword and dagger remained at the soldier's side, ready for 
"use when the ranks of the foe closed upon each other, or 
when the firearm ammunition had been spent. 


13, An interesting Indian Fighting Knife 
with military coaneetions. The weapon is 
a brase-alted, wavy-bladed dagger; the 
fill block area i engraved with the 
inscription: 

“Tadia, Fs 


19, 1859" (obverse) 
“H. Stewart, RM" (reverse). Presumably 
RM stand for ‘Royal Marines”. This 
knife would appear to bave been acquired 
ip India by the Tate, former owner, who 
had the weapon suitably engraved. 
Despite the ornate form of the hill, it is 
most certainly a Functional knife, 
although the smallness of the knuckle 
Dow is perhaps more suitable for the grasp 
of an Asiatic ihan a European. 
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The origin of the word ‘knife’ is a development from 
the Anglo Saxon en, a word which in various similar 
forms was also in the old Dutch language (knijf); Low 
German (knif); Icelandic (knifr); Danish (kniv); Swedish 
(kaif). 1t was probably coined during the decline of the 
Roman Empire, when the northern hordes of Huns and 
Goths were overrunning much of Europe, and probably 
developed from a corruption of the Latin word for knife, 
cultellum. The word ‘dagger’, however, seems to be 
Celtic in origin, stemming from the verb ‘dag’, meaning. 
"o pierce’. Hoth words appear to have been in common 
usage, in England at least, during the 12th Century. Dag 
was probably picked up in England by the Normans who 
took the word and weapon back to France where it was 
known as ‘dague’, Etymology apart, the essential usc and 
possession of knives and daggers was decreed a reguire- 
ment in law. In a statute of William | of Scotland in the 


$. The Shakespear Kuife. This stylish 
‘Weapon was designed by Major Henry 
‘Shakespear, an English solder, hunter, 
adventurer — a true soldierof-fortune 
Who served inthe name of Her Britannic 
Majesty s Empire in India in the mid 194 
Century. In keeping with his flamboyant 
activities, Major Shakespear had con- 
sidered all rhe necessary requirements of 
the equipage of ihe soldier and hunter, 
and being enthused with the activi of 
the big game hunt in the Indian sub- 
continent, made his own personal contri- 
bution to the designs of suitable equip- 
men. The most important was the 
Tuning knife which bears his name. In his 
hook Wild Sports of Tedia, he describes 
the shikar, or hunting knife, which he and 
his fellow hunters carried, Having 
considered the worth of u good knife, he 
Set about designing his own special 
version, incorporating the best features of. 
known designs, modified to his own 
preference. The busie design, however, 
Consisted of a weapon with a blade some 
10 inches long, double edged, and 
fullered The hilt was a concave formed 
arip, with checkered design, and U 
abbard was of wood with a checkered 
Teather covering. An alternative version of 
the knife was produced (illustrated), being 
Slightly smaller overall, and devoid of the 
"blade fuller. Two patterns of scabbard 
exist, one having a button formed frog 
Stud (s illustrated) and the other having a 
Sheath with a stitched bet loop. One 
intriguing feature of the weapon was the 
wee of a steel retention clip on the 
Scabbard, which hooked Into a recess in 
the lower grip and prevented accident 
displacement, The steel clip is missing 
rom the dlustrared example, but the grip 
recess is clearly visible. Although basically 
a hunting weapon, there is no doubt that 


it achieved some acceptance in military 
vireles. The blade is etched with the 
manufacturer's name: Shakespear Knife, 


12th Century it was decreed: ‘Every man shall have a 
knife which is called dagger’. The specilic form of knife. 
"which was known as a dagger clearly was well known 
throughout the land, and apparently was an indispensible 
item of equipment. 

The Military Art of Training, published in 1622, 
comments that the dagger is ‘the necessariest weapon 
that belongs to a souldier’ and it itemized six specific 
reasons why this should be so: 

(0) For Ornament, (2) For use in the mélée, that when 
he cannot use his sword, he may doc good with his 
dagger. (3) If it should come to a private combat, and a 
sword should break, (4) For dispatch of the vanquished. 
(5) For tying a horse in an open field, where there is 
neither bush nor hedge. (6) For the punishment of 
offenders, for a captain or inferior officer that only 
draws a dagger, may appease a sedition, 

Wilkinson London’. Blade length 7 ins 
overall length M Hin. 


The essential carrying of the dagger was never in doubt, 
and the special advantages that a short dagger could offer 
when in combat were clearly revognized in the reasoning: 
*,.. hat when he cannot use his sword, he may doc good 
with his dagger’ 

During the 18th Century, the knife, as a principal 
weapon of combat began to undergo a decline, The 
improved techniques concerning firearms had started to. 
form the first of the really mechanized armies. Cannon 
und musket had become widespread in use, and it was 
only in the closing moments of the fray when forces 
closed upon cach other that swords were drawn and the 
final phases of combat were enacted, The knife had no 
place in this form of batlle, and most soldiers who 
bothered to carry one did so only out of the need to retain 
u personal utility item, The socket bayonct of the day was 
nothing more than a long spike attached to the barrel of 
the musket, It served well enough in converting the 
musket to a pole-arm, a necessary defence against 
charging cavalry, but had no other useful purpose. 

The need of access to a sword or dagger was not over: 
looked, and technological thinking pursued the theme of 
a sword or dagger that would serve equally well in the role 
of bayonet, rather than have each soldier equipped with 
two weapons, As devotecs of the bayonet will testify, the 
range and variation of such weapons, devised as both 
swords and bayonets, was enormous. Some were suitable 
in both their rôles, others were not, and military thought 
‘was divided upon the subject. By the middle of the 19th 
Century, close combat techniques were more clearly 
defined, The foot soldier was cquipped with a musket and. 
bayonet, and he was taught Bayonet Exercise as a means 
‘of combat, Officers were taught Sword Exercises until the 
First World War, All this, however, was when campaigns 
were being fought on horseback, and foot soldiers had 
room to move around on the battlefield. Combat in 
restricted space, confined and cramped, was not 
considered probable particularly as its Artillery was 
beginning to prove its effectiveness in warfare. It was 
becoming possible, now, to destroy enemy positions 
without having to emerge from the shelter of ones own 
position, and close-quarter fighting, with sword or 
bayonet, would service solely as a cleaning-up operation. 
The basis of this philosophy was not unique to thc 
British; virtually every European army thought along the 
same lines, and devised its bladed weaponry to fulfil these 
specific rôles. Only the Germans had bothered to equip. 
their troops with a short knife, and this was more as a 
utility tool rather than a weapon. The clash of steel blades 
might be heard in the course of the final charges of a 
‘campaign, but it was never envisaged that knife fighting, 
the oldest of all armed conflict, had yet another 
development to show the world. The Great War, 
however, would soon prove otherwise. 

The First World War, which started with a pistol shot 
in the streets of Sarajevo in 1914, gave rise to the 
opportunity for several European slates to achieve 
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mobility and wipe the slate clean on what were felt to be a 
number of iniquitous circumstances, France (supported 
by England) had long desired to recover the territory of 
Alsace-Lorraine, lost to the Germans in the war of 1871. 
The Germans were determined to hold on to Lorraine, 
however, as it was vital to the industrial complex of the 
Rubr, Russia nurtured a desire to conquer the Balkans, 
and give the Czarist Empire an outlet to the Mediter- 
ranean. The far-flung outposts and colonies in Africa and 
China were also vied for by the main contestants, each of 
which desired to secure the valuable influence of these 
spheres. The division was related Io two main groups. On. 
the one hand there was the Triple Alliance of Germany, 
Austria and Italy, which had been formed in 1882; and on 
the other hand there existed the Triple Entente of Britain, 
France and Russia, formulated in 1895-1907, These were 
the two main groups that went to war against each other 
in 1914, when the British joined their French colleagues in 
‘arms to fight against the Germans. Germany believed that 
the war would be over by Christmas. Britain and France 
believed that they themselves would be victorious just as 
quickly. Both were wrong, the war was noi over by 
Christmas, and Britain, France, and Russia would have 
1o wait four years and lose a whole generation of young 
men before that victory was won. It was to become the 
eat War, the like of which the world had not seen 
before, and which would soon reveal glaring inel 
ficiencies in the military systems of all the combatants 

‘The one circumstance which none of the armies 
concerned had envisaged, was the holding down of an 
entire army by enemy fire for weeks at a time. This, 
however, was what happened when after the first few 
swift battles the war progressed to a highly tense 
stalemate, Fach side, backing up its advance troops with 
as much firepower as it could muster, found that it was 
facitig an enemy front line backed up by a similar force. 
The result was whole armies bogged down in trenches, 
separated [rom each other by a kilometre or so of 
no-man's land, while their back-up forces shelled cach 
other mercilessly. The green pastures where elaborate 
armies in fine uniforms had once ridden were slowly 
Turned into an endless vista of pock-marked mud and 
shell craters. Batile-weary troops were pinned down 
under frc, while essential supplies began to run out. First 
food, then ammunition and weapons. 

Military equipment which became damaged was not 
replaced, and much of that which survived was proving. 
useless. It had not been designed for war in these 
conditions. In the trenches, long rifles, especially with 
bayonets affixed, were as much a hazard to their owners 
as they were to the enemy. Hand to hand combat, when it 
occurred was less frequently taking place in the open. 
‘Troops were encountering each other in the myriad 
trenches that marked the front lines, and combat was 
often reduced to simple fisticuffs with whatever weapon 
came to hand. It was in these situations that the need of a 
useful fighting knife became painfully obvious. 
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"Troops on both sides suffered from the same problems 
of lack of supplies, and night-time forays into enemy 
positions became a frequent activity. The fights which 
Inevitably resulted from these activities soon showed that 
rifles and pistols were quite impracticable in the darkness; 
among the milling troops, there was just as much chance. 
Of shooting your own men, assuming that you had 
ammunition to fire. In the case of the successful taking of 
a position, the troops quickly looted the dug-outs for 
Food as well as weapons that could be used, and then fled 
back to their own lines before the enemy counter- 
attacked. Prisoners were seldom taken unless they were. 
officers, and so useful for Intelligence purposes. 

Tt would be during such forays as these that the Allied 
troops would encounter the German issue trench knives, 
and these were always snapped up. They were looked 
upon not as souvenirs, but as essential weapons, and 
many a knife picked up in the trenches went back into 
action again in the hands of new owners. The Allied 
troops, especially those in the trenches, were painfully 
aware of the shortcomings of their weaponry, and many 
frontline troops started to make their own lighting 
weapons. There was a plentiful supply of raw materials 
From which to construct weapons, provided that the 
construction was not too complicated. A typical example 
of such improvisation was the "French Nail’, a crude but 
effective stabbing weapon made by French troops [rom 
the steel barbed-wire posts which the Germans had 
erected, Behind the lincs, an industry became established 
making knives and clubs for night fighting. Heavy steel 
bolts and nuts, spares from tanks and industrial equip- 
ment, were commandeered, and mounted on the ends of 
sturdy hafts. If it worked, it was carried into battle, 
Broken equipment was refurbished, blades were 
reground, hilis and scabbards were devised, and the new 
equipment was sent out to do service 

"Back in England, a number of cutlery firms started 
doing business in the manufacture of self-defence knives 
for private purchase. It is, perhaps, surprising that the 
British Government did not take the initiative and 
arrange for the wholesale manufacture of fighting knives 
Tor service issue. Quite possibly, however, the need of 
such weapons was never fully recognized by the non- 
Combatants at home. Lord Howard de Walden, of the 
Welch Fusiliers, recognized the need for a close-combat 
weapon, and even paid for the manufacture of a short 
Celtic-siyle sword to cach of his men going to the front. 
Later on, il was arranged to have such weapons manu- 
factured in France. Apart from this, there was no other 
serious attempt to issue troops with fighting knives. 

Knives, for fighting and survival, had long been a part 
of the American tradition, and the renown of Colonel 
Fim Bowie und the knife pattern which bore his name 
testified to the high regard of the Americans for a good 
knife. The Bowie knife, although clearly an ingenious 
‘American invention, had long been manufactured for the 
‘American market at Shefficld in England, and no doubt 


many of these exported items found their way back to 
Europe in 1918. Furthermore, the Americans, who had 
been analysing the problems of trench warfare, concluded. 
that a custom-designed trench knife would not come 
amiss and a series of knuckle knives were produced and 
issued to troops en route for Europe in 1918. The design 
‘and construction was quite businesslike, and afforded the 
bearer with the facility of an armour-plated fist in 
addition to a knife. 

During the period after the Great War, scant attention 
was given to the question of fighting knives. Military 
strategists were preoccupied with the potentialities of the 
mew weapons of war; tanks, aeroplanes, and machine- 
guns, Close combat was still considered archaic, 
involving no more than the business end of a bayonet. 
The basic need of every soldier to bear a knife was left in 
abeyance until twenty years later, when a new army, far 
more powerful, disciplined and cager than any in the 
past, pitted itself against the collective might of Europe, 

“To suggest that there had been absolutely no develop- 
ment of fighting knives between the wars is t0 overstate 
the case, Indeed, the most practicable and effective 
developments were to emerge from Britain and America, 
but this would be at a time when circumstances permitted 
no other alternatives, The German Wehrmacht, which 
had upgraded virtually every other item of equipment for 
its troops, had — strangely enough — chosen to ignore 
the fighting knife. 


6 69. An English folding Bowie knife 
popular among hunters, sportsmen and. 
Soldiers, c 1850. This features the interest- 
ng characteristics of a moveable eros- 
guard as well as a folding Slade, secured 
în assembly by means of à press-stud and. 
locking spring device. When closed, the 
Blade folds into the hilt and extends about 


German developments 

When Germany found herself engaged in armed conflict 
with her European neighbours in 1939, her troops were 
among the best trained and finest equipped in the world. 
German armour, air power, and sea power were thought 
to be invincible, and Europe literally collapsed under the 
onslaught of the Third Reich. 

‘Whereas Germany had engaged extensive technology in 
the development of her weaponry, there was one arca in 
which virtually no development had taken place — 
fighting knives. Those German infantry who were 
equipped with such weapons, bore a fighting knife that 
‘was almost unchanged from the versions produced during 
the First World War. There had not been any real need 10 
change the knife design. It had proved to be an efficient 
pattern, both for combat and general survival. Knife 
fighting was no longer considered to be a major activity. 
for the foot soldier, German strategists considered that 
campaigns would henceforth be won by tactical 
‘manoeuvring, and by remote control flying bombs. Hand. 
to hand combat was unlikely ever again to play a decisive 
Ole in winning wars. The theory was reinforced by the 
German successes against the British at Dunkirk, where 
superiority in men and equipment had completely routed 
them. 

Tn ihe study of fighting knives and military equipment, 
the Germans had concluded that there was some room for 

provement in the pattern of their issue knives, but not 


thre inches beyond the pommel, but it is 
retained securely in a leather sheath with 
teinforced see tip. When open, the 
weapon displays all the usual features of 
good knife. The eri is made of slabs of 
checkered wood, secured to the ang 
housing by thee steel rivets, Blade length 
in; overall length 104in. 
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in the role of fighting knives, The basic Nahkampfmesser, 
which had been developed for the First World War, was a 
simple but efficient design, Furthermore, it was 
inexpensive to manufacture, In the thorough study 
undertaken to improve military equipment the Germans 
had concluded, in 1936, that a more efficient type of 
knife ought to be issued to flight crews. The conditions 
existing for crews on flight duty, the extra requirements 
that presented themselves — particularly if an aircraft 
were brought down — and the special safety requirements 
all contributed to a unique design, the Night utility knife, 
‘This was devised not so much as à weapon, but as an aid 
to survival, It had the intriguing feature of a gravity blade 
with spring lock, This entailed a blade fully contained 
inside the hilt, which could be released to drop forward 
into the open position when a spring retainer on the side 
was depressed. The contained blade was a safety feature 
which kept the business end out of the way as long as 
possible, The knife was usually carried in a pocket on the 
leg of the flight suit, but with a lanyard attached o the 
butt ring on the knife so that the knife could be drawn 
into reach and would not be lost if dropped. The gravity 
blade was an especially good feature, in that the knife 
could be opened or closed with only one hand; [or à 
paratrooper entangled in a tree, a one-handed knife had 
many advantages. 

The gravity blade knife was a superb piece of equip- 

and its unique design survived the war and was 
ultimately produced in modified form for the West 
German Bundeswehr. For the rest of the German forces, 
the bayonet and Nahkamplmesser remained as standard 
issue, although it was possible to purchase deluxe, and 
alternative, design versions of the Trench Knife. Private 
purchase of personal weapons was a common feature in 
pre-war Germany, much more so than in England, but it 
should be remembered that the Germans prided them- 
selves on the excellence of their bladed weapons. It must 
have come as something of a shock to the German High 
Command io realize that knife fighting was far from 
finished, and that above all it would be the English who 
would make the importance of the point clear, so to 
speak, 

Following the activities of the commando raids upon 
German positions, information about the techniques and 
tactics of these silent fighters was analysed. What did 
make a firm impression upon the Germans was the 
existence of the special British commando knives which 
had fallen into German hands, These were the weapons 
the assault troops had used with such devastating effect, 
and the Germans immediately decided to raise their own 
special operations groups, and train them in the arts of 
armed and close quarter combat. The weapon chosen for 
these operations in place of the well-established 
Nabkampfmesser was a specially designed fighting knife, 
which was an almost identical copy of the British F- 
knife, but which incorporated a few new features which 
the Germans considered more suitable for its role. These 


12 INTRODUCTION 


knives, which are rather scarce, have the distinction of 
being marked on the scabbard with a Waffenampt mark, 
the official Government acceptance mark, equivalent tà. 
the British broad arrow. 


Special designs 
n Britain, some thought was now being given as to 
whether the fighting knife should be designed primarily as 
an offensive weapon or as a Lool ta assist survival. It was 
Concluded that the majority of troops would be better 
served by the gun and the grenade, but there were 
exceptions, It was decided to produce a limited number of 
knives which could be concealed on the person, and 
which might be overlooked during a body search. The F-S 
knives were quite unsuitable for this. Their size and shape 
had been designed for a fighting rôle and they were meant 
to be carried visibly. Some special patterns were 
produced, to be worn inconspicuously beneath the 
Clothing, strapped to the arm or leg. They were intended 
as killing weapons, for use in special circumstances. 
Perhaps the most ingenious of the concealed knife 
patterns were those which had been disguised. After the 
Japanese successes in the Far East, it was realized that 
there would be great difficulty in getting weapons to 
prisoners held by the Japanese, and a series of weapons 
were designed to be hidden inside innocuous objects such. 
as pens and pencils, They were intended to be sent to, oF 
carried by persons likely to be captured in arcas overrun 
by the enemy. 


Post-war development 

Since the Second World War, production of fighting 
Knives has gradually given way to the production of 
survival/fighting knives — the difference being in the 
general use of the weapons. Knife fighting is still taught. 
io special troops, and no doubt special weapons of 
assassination are manufactured to special order. For the 
average soldier, the survival weapon with which he is 
issued has become a useful, all-purpose tool, specially 
designed for the conditions in which he finds himself. The. 
US Navy, for example, has developed a floatable knife 
with a luminous grip. The Russians have developed a 
Combined fighting knife/bayonet which incorporates a. 
pair of insulated wire cutters, and the design is considered 
o superb that it has been copied by the West. Since 1958 
the Czech Army has been issucd with a successful 
combined bayonet/fighting knife, Im 1976 it was 
announced that the design had been retained, but 
modified for a special fighting knife for Czech para- 
troopers. The bayonet requirement has been dispensed 
with and the hilt specially reinforced to make it more 
suitable as a hand-held dagger. 

Fighting knives and survival knives are no longer the 
simple bits of steel and wood that once they were. Their 
design and construction has been fashioned by technology 
to the very latest ideas, and yet the principal function is. 
just the same as it has always been. The knife retains its 


place in the armament of the soldier, even in the age of 
the neutron bomb. In the event of yet another major 
world war, after everything has been reduced to rubble or 
contaminated beyond all hope of recovery, the battle may 
not end with the dropping of bombs, For when the dust 
clears, the survivors, if any, may once again craw! out of 
their foxholes, and advance upon the enemy with knives 
drawn, 
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10-13, German Naval Marine Artillery 
sidearm, pattern 1811. A scarce example. 
of an official modification to a peace 
time weapon, a Mauser-patern bayonet 
blade of 1898-1905. To the basic blade 
configuration has been officially added a 
besket-form hilt, which effectively 
converts the bayonet to a cutlass, and the 
"blade form is most conducive to thut 
modification. The bilt isses, the grip is 
of blackened wood. The guard, blade 
back, and the reverse of the scabbard 
locket are all marked "MA 83" (Marine 
Artillerie 33). and the blade ricasso is 
further marked with the manufacturer's 
stamp (Simpson and Co of Suhl) and 
"OS" (Ost See — East Sea, the Baltic, 
where the weapon was originally issued). 
Blade length fin; overall length 19Win. 


"s 6 


14-16, An Imperial German Naval issue 
‘alte, possibly à diver's knife, The only 
marking visible upon this item is the letter 
M? beneath a crown, stamped on the face 
locket of the brass 
‘Marine’ presumably. The Eni 
checkered wood grips, with a bras ferrule 
Securing the assembly to the teel blade, 
A lanyard ring of 
pommel. Blade length 474a; 
length 10r. 


17, 18. A curious siðcarm constructed in 
part out of a German sawback Mauser 
bayonet, pattern 1884/98, The intriguing 
feature of this item is that she hilt is a 


Spesi 
Seam is visible slong the back and fore 
"lie of the hilt, The blade bears the 
rademark of Bortgen and Sabin of Suhl 

he hilt is completely free of rifle fitunas, 
andit is believed thut this piece was manu: 
facture from existing Blade stocks, and 
"ad the hile cast on to Ie tang ta produce 
a required sidearm/fighting knife. One 
‘ther specimen of this pattern hus been 
Sxamined by the author and that, co, was 
in an unfinished state. Blade length in: 
overall length L5. 


WTROOUCTION 3 


" 
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19:23, A most curious and unusual knife, 
of unknown provenance, although the 
Feature of the swastika on the grip might 
imply German or Austrian origin, The 
most novel feature is the double blade — 
fone contained inside the other — the 
"uter one being broud and falehion 
Shaped, the inner being a sawback, 
capable of being extended beyond the 
false edge of the outer blade by a push 
bar. The rip is of wood slabs, secured by- 
to screws to the tang. The scabbard is 
steel — noie the cut-away section on the 


scabbard throat to accommodate the 
push-bar projection, No other details 
Known 


24, 25. A handsome Bowie-bladed 
hung /ishting knife, of German manu- 
facture, but bearing in the grip the 
emblem and initis of a French military 
group. The knife bears stag-hora grips, 
With alckeled mounts to the pommel and 
rone gua The sheath is of dark brown 
leather with reinforced tp, Blade length 
din: overall length 1214. 


n 


26-27, An unusual knife, thought to be 
ite Egyptian Commando dasger of the 
Second World War, The overall quality of 
The piece is quie high, and it looks as if it 
‘might have been manufactured in either 
Satin or Germany, but the absence of any 
‘markings precludes precise manufacturer 
identification. The hilt is made of turned 
wood, and the fittings are brass. The sce 
lade is well formed, and double edged, 
The scabbard is of leather with steel 
fitings. 
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28-31. The Service issue knife for officere 
of the Chinese Army, pre-Second World 
War. This handsome dagger has brass 
fitings to the hit, and a polished sel 
scabbard with brass mounts, The grip 
obverse is decorated with a brass strip 
embossed with the legend of a Chinese 
Sun and the inscription which translates 
ait "Fidelity Saves The Nation"; the 
reverse of the prip bears the legend: 
"wang Chon City Social Miltary 
Training Group’ (known now as Canton. 
City). The blade is double edged, and 
bears the inscription: "Achieve Virtue, 
‘Achieve Succes"; and “Chin T'ang 774° 
(he manufacturer's mark). The reverse 
ide of he dagger feature» locking clip, 
to secure the knife in the seabburd. Blade 
Jeagth 7gin; overall length Hin. 


iiia survival 
knife, 1970, This is a beautifully con- 
structed item, sturdy, and very business 
like, All metal portions of Ihe hilt and 
blade ure Parkerized deep grey, non- 
reflective colour, The slab wood grips are 
Secured 10 the tang by polished steel 
rivets The blade is single edged, with a 
Sawback, and marked: "Fabrica militar de 
armas portatiles “DM” Rosas 

D.G.T-M. Industria Argentinia’. On the 
other side ofthe blade, the ricasso is 
Stamped with a number, in the ease of the 
seated example: 00068, The sheath is 
of tan leather, simply folded over and 
‘itched along the long side, rather in the 
Style of Finnish knives, und has a 
Felaining strap with press-sud to secure 
the knife over the cross-guard. A leather 
beli lop is incorporated in the design. 
Blade leagth Tin; overall length 12 
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3436. RAE survival knives ofthe present 
ay, Manufactured by Joseph Rodgers, 
Sheffield, England, these knives are 
normally worn artached to the le of the 
flight suit. The blade exists in the two 
basie forms illustrated, and minor 
differences can be detected in the design 
of the black symthetic rips. An interesting 
feature is the spring-loaded locking cat 
operated by the projections at the side 
the erip. These activate a locking naw! 
situated inside the grip within the lanyard 
hole in the pommel, When borne in the 
scabbard, a projecting stud mates with 
this rece, and catches secure the hilt 
Firmly toi to prevent loss, The scabbard 
is composed of a steel sheath, within an 
‘orange coloured canvas holder, 34 
displays a conventional form of blade; 35 
‘and 36 display the curved blade which has 
the edge on the incurved side, The outer 
edge and the tip of the blade are blunt, 
presumably as a safety feature when using 
the knife in an emergency. Blade length 
^in; overall length Nn. 


37, 38. A modern British naval pattern 
‘eck knife, manufactured by John Clarke 
und Son Lid., Sheffield, England, and 
dated 1970. The knife is à simple form. 
blade, with slabsided wood grips, con- 
toured on the underside with finger 
recesses, The sheath is of dark brown 
leather, with a belt loop stitched on the 
reverse side, Blade length din; overall 
length Sin. 


» 


39-42. Russian bayonet/survival knife 
pattern Dragunov (SVD) 7.62mm for the. 
Sniper rifle, The novel feature of this 
‘weapon (now emulated by Western manu 
Facturers) is that the lade features an 
aperture which can be engaged with a lug 
on the'scabbard, and effectively turns the 
Jtem ino a set of wire cuters A rubber 
sleeve fits over the steel scabbard body to 
effet insulation. The bayonet for 
Allows it ro serve most effectively as a 
Survival knife — some of the later 
examples feature a serrated edge to the 
back of he blade, Blade length Sir; 
overall length Ii. 


43. Cuechoslovak bayonet, Model 1958 
For the 1958 pattern rifle, the Crech 
venion of the AK 47. The bayonet was 
designed to serve as a utility knife as well 
‘asa bayonet, and in 1976 it was reported 
that a modified version of the bayonet 
Nas being produced — without mortise 
slot — to serve inthe capacity of a 
fighting/utliy knife foe Czech para- 
troops. Blade length Tin; overall length 
Min 
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44. ritish Royal Navy diver's knife; as 
issued for service during the period 1962 
1975, This example is marked "A,P.0433/ 
1545 on the thick rubber composition 
grip. The blade is of an interesting form, 
being broad, single edged with a serrated 
back edge. The Fuller of the blade is 
replaced with an elongated aperture 
Blade length 4'4in: overall length 9¥4in, 


45, Brush Royal Nuvy divers knife, 
Dresentalay iue, This example is marked. 
On the blade with the mark of John 
Howell and Sons Là, Sheffield. The 
black composition grip i ited with a 
wrist loop, and the straight blade is single 
"ted with a serrated upper cdge. Blade 
fenglh 7341n; overall length 12%, 


46, British Royal Navy divers knife, 
manufactured by Siebe Gorman. The 
patterns also commercially avaiable and 
fs popular with personnel engaged in 
underwater work, especially In the North 
Seu oil elds, The hir consists of a black 
plate grip, circular in cross-section, with 
{brass pommel nut and crossguard. The 
Seahbard (no lostrated) i also made of 
solid brass, 
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41, 48, West German Airborne Might 
usillty knife, known as the gravity blade 
knife boeme of the feature of the blade 
being retained within the hilt, which when. 
held downwards with the retention spring 
lifted, allows the blade to fall into open 
position. This example was manufactured 
by the concern of Carl Eickhorn, 
Solingen, and is dated 1975, The knife ls a. 
virtually identical copy of the war-time 
Might utitity knife, modified only by the 
materials now used, and ihe "DW 
(Bundeswehr) marking on the green, 
checkered plastic rip. The metal portions 
Of the prip ate Parkerived deep grey, 
Although the lanyard ring and the blade 
are bright finished — the blade being 
rust-proof stainless stel, The knife has 
Te userul feature of being a complete 
aitipdown version, which allows for the 
replacement of defective pars, (A falling 
‘of Lhe original pre-war version was that 
"nost would not dissemble without special 
Tools, and the could not be subjected 10 
Field repairs.) The usefulness of the 
kaife's pattern is that when carried on 
duty the blade is secure, but it can be 
‘opened with one hand. Apart from the 
pre-war German version ofthe knife, a 
British Second World War copy exists. 
Blade length vin; overall length 10:Ain, 


49-81. A postwar, West German 
Bundeswehr, gravity blade ight utility 
Kalle, of a more slisc and send 
form from the previously illastruted 
example. This specimen is produces 
under the Othello trademark. The hilt 
fitings are heavily nickcled, and the 
black plastic grip bears the German 
Federal Republic eagle. An additional 
feature on this item, not evident on the 
previous pieve, is the spring-loaded 
hinged fap, which fis over the end of 
‘the knife when the blade is retracted. 
Blade length 3 sin; overall length 9n. 
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52.85, Two examples of the West German 
Bundeswehr service/fighting knife, 
present-day issue, 53 is the standard issue 
Bundeswehrmesser, with green plastic 
checkered grip, slightly upsvept quillon, 
land straight sinalesdecd blade. The 
Stubbaid is ste olive green in colour, 
and with green leather belt frog. Blade 
Teagth $4ing overall length 10%sin, 34 is 
the scarce German Special Forces knife, 
based om the Bundeswehrmesier, the 
Special Forces knife differs in a mumber 
of respects, the most obvious being the 
overall black colour of the hilt and 
scabbard. The blade is slightly shorter 
but single edged, and bears the Curl 
Tickhorn trademark. The lanyard ring 
hole in the pommel js a brass bush, and 
{he frog stud om the scabbard Isclongated, 
unike he circular version on the usual 
potter knife (52). Blade length 5Yin, 
overall length 9%4in. 


56, 57. Wish RAF survival knife, 
1930. Manufactured by Joseph 
Rodgers, Sheffield, the blade of this item 
has the intriguing features of a blunt edge, 
it sharp cutting back edge and a broad 
brunt, rounded tip. The purpose was to 
enable (he knife to e used for self- 
survival techniques close to the body 
without danger to oneself 

The hilt is comprised of slab wood grips 
secured by thre brass rives, The 
scabbard isa dark leather sheath, with a 
belt loop on the reverse. After limited 
use by the RAF the knife was abandoned, 
and stocks were then issued to the Fire 
Department Services, who considered it 
useful when dealing with human subjects 
in endangered positions. A cose copy of 
the knife pattern was manufactured in the 
United States for Navy personnel as à. 
survival knife, It was fitted with a bright 
orange plate hilt und was light enough to 
Float — Second World War period. 


T 
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8-67. Concepts of knife fighting. An 
interesting comparison of the appr 

knife fighting generated by two world 
wars. In illustrations $8 and $9, taken 


Methods of Unarmed Attack and 
Defence, published by HMSO in 1917, 
‘the emphasis is on the defensive rle. The 
German aggressor is shown armed with 
the knife, while the British Tommy 
deploys a jo-jitsutype disarming 
technique. (Reproduced by kind 
permission of HMSO.) Hlustrations 
66-67, taken from Alin Fighting by 

W. E. Fairbairn, show a far more 
aggresive approach to the we of the 
knife. The F- Fighting Knife and the 
Smalchet are shown, dispatching the 
enemy in the fastest manner. (Reproduced 
bby kind permission of Faber and Faber 
[m 


Conversion Daggers of the First World War 


During the Great War, Allied soldiers were ill-equipped 
for close-combat fighting within the confines of trenches. 
The assumption that the war, which had been chtcr- 
fully embarked upon in August 1914, would be tidied up 
by the coming Christmas was one of the great military 
mistakes in history, Instcad it dragged on for four painful 
years and annihilated a whole generation of young men in 
the process, Military thinking had envisaged the war 
being fought in the grand manner of the Artillery 
strategy, with orderly lines of foot soldiers, symmetrical 
layouts of artillery, and wide open spaces in which to 
settle the dispute, The reality of the situation was whole 
armics bogged down in cratered fields, swimming with 
mud, and hardly able to move Forward or backwards. It 
was in these restricted conditions that the foot soldier — 
having been shelled by the enemy, if not by his own side 
— would emerge from his dugout to try and overrun the 
enemy trenches, It was a perpetual game of to and fro. 
Positions were captured, and later recaptured, and yet 
‘again re-taken by the opposing side. ‘The no-man's land 
between the sides was at times only a few hundred yards 
across, the pockmarked landscape a criss-cross of 
trenches, and mudssided paths, It was to be in the 
restricted spaces of these trenches, jostling for position 
and advantage with an outsized rifle and sword bayonet, 
that the soldier in the trench discovered the failings of his 
equipment. Failings not only in the design, but also in its 


69. A French Gras bayonet of 1871, 
converted to a fighting Knife. The barrel 
Ting has been removed, und a toothed 
Xajckle tow has been fixed fo the hilt. 
The blade and seabbard have been 
shortened by about clgh inches 


70, French bayonet for the Lebel rifle 
(1888), extensively modified to convert it 
to a fighting knife. As a bayonet, it had 
proved disadvantageous, the cruciform 
lale frequently breaking as u result of its 
extreme length (20% inches), The blade of 
this weapon has been shortened and the 
bare ring and ooking mechanism 


71. A fighting knife made from a 
Canadian Ross rifle bayonet, The blade 

has been shortened and reshaped, the 

croxssguard shortened, and the grip 

crudely checkered, The press-std of the 

mortise slot (on reverse side of the 

pommel) has been removed and the clip 

immobilized, E 


suitability, durability, and ultimately the back-up supply 
of essential parts and ammunition. 

‘The searching of captured German prisoners and dead 
soon showed that the Germans at les had had the 
foresight to equip their troops with a useful knife, the 
Nahkampimesser — the trench dagger. This knife was 
not intended to be used as a fighting weapon, bul was 
merely a handy knife which no soldier should be without. 
British troops, on the other hand, were equipped with the 
1907-13 and P14 sword bayonets, which had a blade length 
of 17 inches, and the French troops were even more 
hindered by a bayonet with a blade length of 204 inches, 
The usefulness of these weapons quickly evaporated 
when relegated io conditions of limited space 

When supplies of ammunition and spare parts started 
to run out, as frequently happened when troops were held 
down under enemy fire, and essential field repairs were 
no longer possible, troops were frequently obliged lo 
improvise means of defending themsclves. Weapons 
looted from the enemy dead were eagerly sought, but not 
always available. The outcome was the trend to manu- 
facture one's own weaponry From the available materials. 
to hand, usually from broken equipment. Such weapons 
were crude and primitive, and strictly functional, which is 
rather more than can be said for some of the official issue 
items, Troops in the [ront line designed their weapons in 
the light of personal experience 
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72, This fighting knife bean He as a 
British Lee-Enfild bayonet pattern 1888. 
A steel knuckle bow has been added to the 
hilt, and the blade has been shortened. 


73,74. A fighting knife made trom pans 
‘of un 1898 pattern German Gew 98 
bayonet, utilising the tip of the quil 
hack blade, which originally was 2014 
inches tong. The hilt has the blade shaped 
oa tang, with a serew-thread pommel 
fitted and canvas wrap-around grip. The 
scabbard is well made, being of steel, with 
Separate stee! locket and chape, Blade 
Jeng Gin; overall length 9¥4in, 


75,76, The French Nail (Clou Francais), 
a stabbing weapon made from the metal 
posts which curried German barbed-wi 
The upper loop formed a handy pep, and 
the stem was sharpened. This specimen is 
complete with a wooden scabbard 
marked: “Lepi 1. E. Reynolds Ist 
KO.Y-LL (King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry). Overall length 12in. 
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TI. An unidentified fighting knife 
possibly American ia origin. The knuckle 
Bow appears to have been taken from a 
1917-pattern US fighting knife. 


78,79. A well-made French fighting kalte 
constructed around an improvised Lebel 
bayonet blade, The ste ros quard is. 
hand-shaped, and the wood hilt bears a 
lanyard bole, presumably for the attach- 

ent of a wrist cord. The seabburd is 
wwellanade of leather, und has a reinforced 
tip. Blade length Gin; overall length 
Wisin 


30. Unidentified fehting knife of all-steet 
‘construction, This appears to be a 
Specialty constructed item, as no identifi- 
ale parts from other known weapons are 
uident, The piece is unmarked, and no 
enl clue as to country or source of origin 
is evident. The stel prip is finely 
checkered. 


3L A fighting knife which seems to have 
"been made from two separate weapons, 
the blade from a French Lebel bayonet, 
and the knuckle bow from an American 
Fighting knife. The hilt arip is see, with a 
crude checkered design. 
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40. A fighting knife of unknown pater. 
IL is quite well made, and shows signs of 
age and tse, The blade is possibly a 
‘conversion from a British Lee-Enficld 
1888 bayonet, or possibly it has been 
Improvised from a sword blade, The 
wood hilt is secured to the blade ang by 
three rives No other details are known. 


83, French Chassepot bayonet, pattern 
1866, modified to serve as a trench knife. 
“The blade has been shortened from its 
original length of 20% inches, and the 
Scabbard has been likewise shortened to 
uit, A refinement in the form of a 
German-styke frog stud has been added to 
the scabbard, in place of the rectangular 
har which is normally fixed there. The 
‘rose-quand has been drawn back from its 
original downwards curve, and now 
Affords some protection tà the fingers 


‘84, Basically an English Martini-Henry 
artillery bayonet, pattern 1879, but 
Somewhat modified. The original blade 
length of 25%4 inches has been shortened, 
‘and n fulchion p has been added, Blade 
length Ting overall length 1234n. 


M5. Another form of trench weapon, a 
Kknuekle-duster converted from a broken. 
Belgian revolver. Tic barrel has been 
shortened, the grips have been reinforced 
‘with steel aad à spiked knuckle bow has 
been added, The workmanship on this 
Iistrated construction appears to be 
high, but not totally professional. A 
patent registering a siiur design, clearly 
Featuring a knuckleduster type ri, 
attached to à pistol, is isted at the British 
Patent Office. 
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Fighting Knives of the First World War 


91, 92, The distinctive short sword worn 
by the Royal Welch Fusiliers, The design 
of the sword is based on a Cele pattern, 
od iL is thought that these swords were 
ordered and purchased by Lord Howard 
{de Walden, who presented one to each of 
he men ot his battalion during the Great 
War. Fonyctwo battalions of the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers were raised during the 
war, but only de Walden’s wore the 
Sword, The hilt and broad, leaf-shaped 
blade, ure of one pice of steel, with a Nat 
oval upper guard, and a moveable, 
circular Tower guard, The grip is bound 
ith cord, and on some examples the 
Fieusso ofthe bide is engraved: "Dros 
Urddas Cymru' "For the Dignity of 
Wales’. The scabbard is made of leather, 
canvas wrapping, Blade lengih 
veral length 24a. 


93, 94, A professionally manufactured 
dagger by the French firm of Brevete at 

‘St Etienne. This piece was made from a 
pattern 1871 Gras bayonet blade, but has 
i finely checkered aluminium hilt, Blade 
length in; overall length Lin. 


95. French fighting dagger, marked on the 

sasso "Le vengeur de 1810" — "The 
wenger of 1870, a reference to the 
humiliation the French received at the 
hands of the Prussians in 1870. The gr 
is made of turned wood, and the erase 
guard is steel. The scabbard 
fllssrated) is made of sheet 
steel belt loop brazed upon the reverse. 
The blade is identical with the blade used 
on European manufactured versions of 
the American pattern 1918 knuckle 
agger. Blade length 6Y4in; overall length 
Min 


6, A British officer studies the barely 
recognizable remains of a well-fortified 

German dug-out. After an incessant 

artillery barrage, nothing remains. Note 

the metal rods projecting from the 

ground. These could be converted 10 

"French Nail weapons. 4 


96, 97, This Briuish fighting knife is a 
typical example of a private purchase 
Weapon of the period. The overall design 
of the e the French 
dagger previously described. The sheath is 
made of dark brown leather. Trade- 
marked on the blade ricasso with the 
Tame of the gonmak 

Harrison, of London. Blade length 6in 
overall length 10 


#7, RK. A shortened version of the 
German Mauser bayonet Gew 98. The 
‘broad “butcher” blade has heen shortened, 
and reshaped at the Up. The steel 
Scabbard has alto been shortened, und 
this was presumably an official or 
professional modification 1 


89, 90, A fighting knife, professionally 1 
modified from a Canadian Ross bayonet. 

‘The locking mechanism of the bayonet = 

has been de-activated to prevent it being 
attached w a rfe, and thus it would 
appear that the conversion was official. » 
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knives of official 
issue, dating from about 1916. 103 and 
104 have blades made from converted 
Lebel bayonet Blades; 105 has a specially 
manufactured blade. The hilts are of 
‘wow, with the blade tang brought 
Through the top of the pommel, and 
meened over, 103 retains some of its 
Original cord grip binding. The scabbard 
Tor the partem is a dark brown leather 
sheath, with a belt loop and buton 
fastening retention strap. The cross-guard 
is an ovak shaped steel dise — on some 
examples stamped with 'GP' within a 
Square. A variation having no cross- 
qusrd, but instead a wide base ro the grip 
forming a hand protector is recorded. 
Average blade length Piin; overall length 
105i. 


98, A French fighting knife of ingenious 
allstel construction. The blade tang is 
formed into an outline grip, part of whi 
extends downwards to form a belt loop. 
The terminal portion of this belt loop is 
often desorated in the form of a snake's 
head. Some specimens of the dagger have 
been noted with an engraved dedication 
on the blade: "Le Nettoyer de Tranchécs 
Campagne 1914-1918" — The Clearer of 
Trenches Campaign 1914-1918. Blade 
length 8n: overall length 1n 


99, A Dutch fighting Knife, first intro- 
duced in 1915, and maintained and. 
sessed during the Second World War, 
The wood grip is distinctively shaped 
‘oval in cross-section, and with pro- 
‘nounced ringing on the prip, Assembly of 
the blade to the hilt is achieved by two. 
veis through the grip and the tang. The 
ferrule and guard are of steel, and the 
blade Ix a double-edged vileto pattern 
Blade length 8n: overall length 131i 


109, 110, French fighting dagger, a 
second variant of the previously described 
"The Avenger of 1870" pattern, This 
weapon is almost identical, but differs in 
thatthe wood grip is fred with a steel 
Terrule above the eross-guard, and the 
rleasso is marked “al CONON', The 
Scabbard is steel with a steci belt loop, 
and the whole is painted black. Blade 
Teagth 6¥sin; overall length La, 


100, An unidentified fighting knife, 
possibly Dutch, or manufactured (6 
Puteh order. The hih is made of wood, 
nicely contoured to fit the hand. The 
lade ix straight und double edge. 


101, Unidentified fighting knife, possibly 
Italian in origin, The grips are made of 
black horn, secured tothe tang of the 
lade by three rivets. The tel crow- 
guard features dovenswept quilons, and 
the blade is strain, broad and double 
acd. The scabbard (nor illustrated) is 
Teather with steel fittings to the locket 
and chape. 


102, An unidentified fighting knife of 
unknown origin. The hilt is brass, with a 
ribbed grip formation, and having an. 
swept and dowaswept quilon form to 
The cross guard. The blade (possibly 
converted from a cut down sword blade) 
i double edged, and with a very well 
defined central spine. Blade length Sin: 
overall length 1444in. 


109 
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441, 112, Belgian fighting knife of 
officially manufactured and issue pattern, 
initially produced in Belgium and then, 
after Belgium had been overrun by the 
Germans, produced under contract for 
the Belgian government in exile by manu- 
Tacturers in Sheffield, England. This 
example is marked on the ricasso 
‘Sanderson Brothers and Newbould 
Sheffield 

The grip is made of wood, witha leather 
wrist thong attached through a hole in the 
pommel. The discshaped guard is made 
Of tel, und the blade 1s marrow and 
double edged, The scabbard is made of 
Steel, and appears to he a modified, cut- 
down version of the Belgian pattern 1889 
Mauser scabbard for the bayonet of that 
designation. lade length Rin; overall 
pr 


103-114. A Belgian taining fighting kaite 
— proof that the Hogans, at least, took 
the importance of knife fighting seriously, 
and instigated their own traning devices. 
The weapon I almost identical with the 
service issue item, but does not have the 
wrist loop. More importantly, it has u 
Collapsible tubular safety blade wich a ball 
terminal, 
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115, 116. A Gurkha kukri, one of a 
special consignment. During the Great 
War, the Maharajah of Jodnhur, out of 
respect and friendship tothe British 
nation, raised a regiment of ttuops to be 
Sent to France to fighi alongside the 
British forces Each soldier was equipped 
with e specially manufactured kukri, a 
fearsome fighting weapon in the hands of 
3 skilled user. These special knives had 
dark bine blades 

ihe royal crest 
is made of white metal instead of the more 
usual rosewood, The scabbard i made of 
black hide, Blade length 13%4in; overall 
length 18in. 


117. Gurkhus in Europe during the Fist 
World War, The famous kukri is being 
sharpened on a whetstone 


E 
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German Trench Daggers 


If ever a subject merited the title “Variations Upon a 
‘Theme’, German trench daggers of the First World War 
would certainly qualify. The following illustrations are 
but a sample of the variations and ingenious patterns 
which came into use during the Great War and which in 
many eases remained in service throughout the Second 
World War. In some cases, the differences in pattern are 
simply a matter of manufacturer's preference, or the 
availability of certain materials. Such differences, 
however, make fora range of variation which can form a 
theme for collectors in its own right, 


118-120. A very unusual Austrian fighting 


knife, The style is not unlike that of the 
1838 Mannlicher bayonet, but produced 
without the bayonet moris slot. The 
NCO-pautecn porte-&pée loop in ie 
pommel hus been retained, The scabbard 
is of steel, and is distinctive in that it 
features a square’ tip. The cross-guard is 
stamped: ‘J. Peterlongo"; and oa the 
revere 'INNSHRUCK 
121. The spoils of war. Men of the 
Wilshire Regiment pose with thelr 
captured German souvenirs afler return 
ing from the trenches, a proliferation of 
bayonets, headdress and stick grenades — 
ad at least rwo trench Knives, 
m m 


m 


122. A German infantryman, 1916-17. Note the trench dagger 


123-125. A selection of German casp-ktives (Taschenmesser) 
which were popular as utility knives amongst German troops 
during the Great War. Having the facility of a lock-back blade, 
"be application of the knife s fighting weapon was noL 
‘overlooked, 123 and 124 are trade- marked ‘MERCATOR 
trading name of the company of Heinrich Kaufmann, 
Tndiawerk, Solingen. 125, bearing the emblem of the Passa 
“running wolf” and code 'KSSk’ 

Kaufmann. Itis possible, however, that this example dates from 
‘the inter-war period, Average blade length 574i; overall length 
(extended) 10. 


'RENCH 
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126-129, A Nahkampfmesser (trench 
agger) manufactured by the company of 
Cart Eickhorn of Solingen. The knife ii 
the form of the dress bayonet pate, 
popular ar the time, but differs in that it 
Bocs not feature the mortise slot or press- 
Stud catch as is usual on such items, The 
sinbsided wood grips are secured o the 
üt by three rivers. The blade is short, 
double edged, and stamped on the reverse 
Fleasso with the manufacturer's mark 
The scabbard is steel, with a leather belt 
looped attached, Blade length Gin; 
overall length Hi. 


134-137. An unusual German figħting/ 
hunting knife constructed ia part trom a 
dres bayonet, but with the hilt ings In 
blackened sed, in keeping with Firs? 
World War practice. The grips are made 
of stagshorn, The blade ofthis pisce is 
Very unusual in tha tf quite unlike any 
‘other Mauser blade pattern, and more ike 
iat of à Bowie knife or hunting knife, 
The scabbard, too, is of a non-military 
patter, being all leather, Presumably u 
elt loop was formerly attached to the 
scabbard. Blade length 8'sIn; overall 
Tengu 12:4i 


138-141. A handsome German hunting/ 
trench dagger, 1916, The arip s made of 
agora, amd is surmounted with a dise 
Shaped pommel of steel inlaid in the top. 
Section, Some specimens bave this dise 
engraved with initials or crests. The blade 
as an etched section featuring fags with 
a seroll und the legend "In Treue Fest — 
‘ia True Fai: and the words "Mein 
Lebemsreuer" — Iherally "My Lifesaver’ 
‘nd "D.R.G.M.' (Deutsche Reichs 
Gebrauch Muster) which indicates 
"German Reichs Protection of Patent 
The scabbard is of leather, with a buckled 
strap for retention of the bilt, as well as a 
wrapover press-stud strap. 


10-131, A de luxe private purchase 
trench dagger inthe form of a bayonst 
hil, highly polished and with stag-horn 
grips. The blade is the standard 
Nankampfmesser form, The scabbard is 
see: the belt Joop (leather is missing. 
Blade length ny overall length Nin. 


132, 133, A good quality trench dagger, 
af slightly unusual form. The wood p 
Secured o the blade ang by three rivets, 
5 finely checkered, and the hilt fiting 
are of blackened steel. Blade length in; 
overall length Ha, 


"m 


r 


mom 
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142, 143, An intersting variant of the 
previously described item, this specimen 
Rat etched on the blade “OFT. Stell 
Tenze Feld, Art, Regt. Nr. 31°. Blade 
length Sin; overall length 10*sin 


144146. A Nabkampfmesser of interest- 
ing and distinctive construction, The steel 
hilt, very similar toà bayonet style, but 
fee of locking fitment, s polished and. 
te cross uard quillon has heen removed 
contemporary to manufacture, The 

ips are made of wood, finely checkered, 
land secured hy three rivets. The blade 
Form i more like that of the sheath 
knives of the day rather than tbe trench 
daggers, being single edged with a short 
Valse edge, but the reverse ricasso is 
clearly stamped ‘NAHKAMPFER’, an 
abbreviation of Nahkampfimeser, 
Together with the protection of patents 
samp: 'D.R.G.M. 


[ 


147, 148. A irench dagger produced by 
the company of Demag (Deutsche 
Maschinenfabrik). This is a well-balanced 
darrer, with slab-sded wood grip and 
simple grooving ribs, The ricasso of the 
bade e simply marked "DEMAG 
DUISDERG' within a circle, The 
Scabbard is see, with leather belt Loop 
And press-stud retention strap affixed. 
iade length in; overall length 11 sin 


149, 150. Hunting dagger constructed 
a bayonetstyle blade (carbine 
pantern) with cant steel grip simulating a 
horn design. The hilt fittings have been 
professionally blackened. The steel 
Feabbard is a late style, not widely 
produced until the 1930s, so it is possible 
that enis item was uwembied between the 
wars from 1914-18 puris and new tings 
Wade length Hin; overall length 1234n, 


151. Trench dugger manufactured 
between the wars by Eickhorn, Solingen, 
The hilt is in the style of a dress sidearm, 
with black rubber grips (other materials 
‘were also frequently used), The blude is 
Similar to the Great War irench dagacr 
pattems. Blade length Sin: overall length 
rvs, 


152, Another example of an inter-war 
knife in trench dagger style, The press- 
stud device is for decoration, and is 
stil non-functional; there is no slot for. 
fifle fitment ìn the hilt. Blade length Gin: 
overall length 101i. 


183. Crude fighting knife made from Gew 
98 Mauser bayonet. Typical trench works 
‘manship. Blade length $1sin; overall 
length Si. 


184-156, Three German First World War 
trench daggers; differences in pattern are 
manufacturers variations. Average blade. 
Jeagth Gin; overall length 10-10 


w E 
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187489, Three specimens of inter-war 
trench daggers, probably manufactured 
after 1936 when the German armaments 
Industry was being expanded under the 
Nazis. 159 i identical with a known 
1914-18 pattern, although itis quite 
possible that the design was retained for 
Production after te Great War, Blade 
length 6-7in; overall length 1014-11 in, 


p^ 164, 165. A wood hilted trench dagger 
vor similar to he previous specimens, 
but marked on the blade: "1914 Feldzug’ 
ne sheath is Teather, but unusual ia tat 
it features a steel liner t the throat 
section, Blade length 44in; overall length 
S. 


166, A bayonet/trench dagger, c. 1916. 
Thi is a private purchase item of 
excellent quality, which has the steel 
portions of the hilt finished in black. The 
Bayonet portions of the hilt, the prest- 

D stud and mortise, arc functional, The 

grips are stag-horn. No trademark 

Eppears on the blade, The ste scabbard 

SK quite normal, but interesting in that it 

bears à canvas bele frog, with leather 

dagger strap. Blade length in; overall 

Jength Min. 


160, 161. A trench dagger of interest 
refinement. The hilt is wood, but T 
fashioned in such a manner as to imitate 
agshorn —à varie economy induced 
"yr the German Government's curtailment 
of deer shooting 


162, 163. A pre-war version of the 
previous knife, identical in form, but 
Using real ta-horn forthe grip, heavy 
hicke-plating on the itings, and a 
leather and nickel sec scabbard. Blade 


length 4n; overall length 9in 467, An unusual variant of trench dagger, 


This spesimen is marked on the blade 
riensso with the legend ‘Nahkampfer 
D.R.G.M. (an abbreviation of 
Nahkampimewer. The hilt is of wed. 
E ü with a highly polished finish; The gripe 
q w ire made of black checkered wood. The 
‘overall construction ofthe bit s similar 
to some versions of the Mauser dress 
w bayonet, but has n most curious feature — 
a hole dled în the pommel passing. 
through the entire length of the hili und 
through the blade tan, Presumably this 
hole was a machine puide, Intended to 
facilitate the cutting of a mortise in the 
back of the hilt for servise as u buyonet 
Blade length $4in; overall length 10n. 


168, A trench dagger, manufactured in 
the dress bayonet siyle by The company 
fof Carl Eichhorn of Solingen. The hilt 
features the ense head pommel, and the 
eye of the eagle Is formed by the press 
Stud. The fixture is quite rigid however, 
and no mortise is featured in the pommel, 
"Bade length Gin; overall length 10%4in. 


169-171, Three variants of the wench 
dagger, in the form of bayonet-stye ls 
‘sth rg press-studs. 16) is most 
interesting in Paving à double-edged 
lade, with a central fuller; 170 bears the. 
trademark of Weyersberg Kirschbaum: 
and 171 isa de luxe sag-hora grip version 
(no maker mark), Average blade length 
in: overall length 10:2in. 


161 
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178. A de luxe trench dagger in the 
hunting siyle. This specimen is unusual 
Tora Great War item in that brass is used 
to forms the pommel and the ferrule, and 
there i no tace of plating on these 
portions, whereas the cross guard is of 
Rickchphred steel. No markings are 
evident on the blade. The leather sheath is 
Of good construction, with à nickel- 
plated brass ipto the chape. 


172. Another unusual version of the 
bayoncttyle hilt, with double-edged 
biade and central fuller, this one having a 
Jonger fuller than the previous example. 


373. Wooden-hilted version of 
Nahkampfmesser by the firm of Union 
Messer und Melalvaren Fabrik, Zella St 
Bias, 


174, Stecl-hilted, plain wood grip trench 
dagger in the bayonet style, but without 
mortise or prew-stud. Manufactured by 
Carl Eickhorn, Solingen: The leather belt 
sirap features à nickel-plated D-ring, for 
anachment to a tunic sidearm catch, à 
most unusual feature on a trench dagger 

Suggesting that this weapon was worn 
suspended from under a pocket flap in the. 
manner more usually applied to swords 
when worn with walking-out dress. The 
hilt was originally nickel plated, but the 
scabbard was blackened. 


179. An interesting bunting-syle variant 
the hilt being ontrev of pressed stel 
with simulated siag-hora design. The 
blade trademark is that of Weyersbere 
Kirschbuum (King's Head and Knight's 
Head) in the form that was used by the 
company in about 1914 


180, An extremely unusual hunting kaife 
ofthe 1914-18 period, with a high-quality, 
hlckeL- plied, cruciform blade. The hilt 
fittings are blackened steel with a stage 
hor grip. IL is unlikely hat this was a 
trench dagger, but rather a hunters dirk 
for dispatching a wounded animal. The 
tubular leather sheath originally featured 
i retention sirap. Average blade length 

| in; overall length Hi, 


175, A variant of wench dagger with a. 
lured wood grip, with scel pommel und 
ferrule, all metal firtings of the hilt 
originally having been nickelplated. No 
‘manufacturer's marks, 


Amtes paar i aaan ™ am | BLT Ds Dm Cran 
‘ornate cast alloy hit, in the form of a ibardier) hunting-style trench dugger 
o sott ia Sera ien I Da raa he 


heavy 42cm mortar used to shell Belgian 
and French positions carly în the war, and 
Commemoration of these heavy weapons 
as effected by naming the knife after 
heir prestigious service, and featuring an 
ilitralion of a mortar round bearing the 
legend "42er". The hil is stagchorn, with 
nickel-steel fittings. 


are inset with glass and enamel, The 
reverse of the grip ferrule is marked 
"GES. GESCH.”, but no other clue as to 
the manufacturer are evident, The sheath 
ina nice an leather, with nickel steel 
Titings. The knife probably dates from 
the mid 19205, made from surplus stock 
from the Great War, and produced as a 
dress or tourist item. 


182. A good quality hunting style trench 
dagger manufactured by Friedrich 
Herder, Solingen, with stag-horn grip and 
allemetal fittings to the hilt, The Teather 
sheath has been nickel-plated. 


177, Nabkampfinesser with hunting style 
hilt, the grip being carved wood, simulat 
ing horn. Metal fittings on the hilt are 
nickel-plated. No markings. Average 
blade length 6in: overall engh Juin. 

185. A postwar modification of a First 
World War Nahkampfmesser made 
during the 1930s, Although basi în form, 
this knife is modified by an inset on the 
obverse grip — the emblem of a swastika 
upon which is superimposed the emblems 
‘of a sword and an ear of corn. This is the. 
Emblem of the Reichsnahrsiand (National 
‘Agricultural Association}, one of several 
Niziorieatated groups that were intro- 
duced in Germany after the abolition of 
the rade unions. This knife is an. 
"unofficial modification. 
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184. Trench dagger manufactured by the 
frm of ERN, Rasiermesser Fabrik, based 
at Solingen-Wald, The knife is typical of 
their products, having the standard blade 
and a simple wood grip hil. The slight 
Sross guard is finished in black, as is the 
eel scabbard. 


190-192. Three versions of another 
popular trench dagger. The difference. 
Detwoen these ree items is that of 
quali. 191 is trademarked Gottlieb 
Hammesfahr; the other wo are 
unmarked. Blade length Gia; overall 
length in 


15. An identical specimen of the ERN 
Nahkamptmesser, but of slightly poorer 
quality — the effet of the war upon 
manufacturer's produci 


193-195, Three variants of uench dagger, 
‘The specimen on the Jtt is the elongated 
rons guaed version manufactured by 
Demag of Duisburg. 194 is unmarked, 
and 195 bears the mark of Gottlieb 
Hammesfuhr, Solingen Foche. Blade 
length Gin; overall length Tin. 


186, An unmarked trench dagger, similar 
in style to the ERN patterns, but having 
the design of the wood grins running in. 
the opposite direction, and secured by 
Only wo rivets as opposed to three in the 
previous examples, Average blade length 
Gin; overall length Vin. 


187-189. Three more variants of 
Nalikampímesser, all identical, but 

differing in quality of workmanship, 
Blade length 6in; overall length Iin, 
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202. An extremely rare combination 
*usonet/tench dagger, of alite 
constmerion. The design appears to have 
been manufactured by several firms, ex 
examples bearing the trademarks of 
Robert Kiss, F. Koeller & Cic, and 
Gori Hanimestahr are recorded. This 
‘example is unmarked 


196. A good quality Nebampfmesser by 
ERN, similar to the previous ERN items 
except for the crosquard form, 


197. A most unusual all-steel hilt trench 
‘dagger. The only clue to the manufacturer 
is he legend "GES. CESCH.' stamped 

into the reverse of the hili. 


198, The fumous Demag (Deutsche 
Maschinenfabrik) combination bayonct 
trench dagger. The hilt is pressed stel, 
and is contoured in such a manner as to 
fit the bayonet lug on a rifle without 
fouling the rifle cleaning rod. The hilt is 
finished in a green paint, whereas thë 
cross ard s black. This example is 
marked "DEMAG Duisburg" on the 
obverse ricus and ‘Gesetzlich Gesehut" 
fon the reverse, Blade length Sin; overall 
length in 


203. Another scarce variam, manu- 
Factured by the firm of Ernst Busch. The 
hilt is o heavy alite construction, in 
the bayonet style, but devoid of the 
mecevary ings 


204, A trench dagger almost identic 
‘with the previous item, bur having wood 
grips and no maker's mark. Blade length 
in: overall length tin 


208-207, Three variants of trench dagger 
205: Example manufactured by the firm 
OF W. Backhaus, Ohlis-Solingen, 206: 
‘An unmarked weapon, 207: A rare 
Variant of the previous item, having an 
late hilt, ith a checkered design 
embossed upon it, The hil fiuings, and 
the scabbard, retain almost 100 per cent 
‘of the original black finish No manu. 
Tacturer's mark ix evident. Blade length 
in; overal length Tin, 


199201, Three variants of the sume basic 
knife style, showing manufacturers" 
differences. Knife 199 is unmarked; 200 
"bear the trademark of Clemens and 
Jung: 201 is unmarked. Blade length Gin; 
overall length Hin. 


198 


46 — GERMAN TRENCH DAGGERS 


208, An interestingly refined version of 
Nalamplmesser with a barbedowlre 
snapper slot in the cross-guard, Blade 
length ing overall length 10 sin 


209. A Great War allie trench dugger. 
Even the simulated stag-horn grip is made. 
‘of pressed stel. Contained within the 
pommel s a tin opener. The blade bears 
ho trademark, bul is stumped with the 
word ‘Draufeanger’ (Daredevil), Blade 
Tength 434in; overall length 94in. 


210-212. Specimens of the standard 
pattern scabbard for trench daggers. 210 
has a canvas frog, but in other respects is 
identical with rhe example on the right. 
211, also a fay common pattern, vas 
produced in later years as ihe standard. 
pattern scabbard for the Hitler Youth 
‘Organization's Fahrtenmesser — "Hike 
Kalte" Post-war production of wench 
aggers, from the mid 191, dispensed 
‘withthe strap suspension frog, and 
replaced it witha spring clip mounted 
down the scabbard body. This enabled the 
knife to be clipped to the boot (h 
Jackboot Knife) as un alternative to 
wearing t on the ba 


210 


m 


5. 
Robbins of Dudley 


During the Great War, the availability of private 
purchase weapons was rather morc prolific than it is 
today. Regulations governing the bearing of offensive 
weapons in public places were virtually non-existent, and 
private individuals as well as military personnel were at 
liberty to buy and carry lighting weapons if so inclined, 
The First World War, however, provided a good 
opportunity for knife makers to expand their production, 


SRM E 
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and their own exclusive patterns. One such manufacturer 
was the company of Robbins, in Dudley, Worcestershire 
Originally the company specialized in basic blacksmith 
ironwork, but the war against the Kuiser opened up the 
opportunity to produce knives, and some distinctive 
patterns ure credited to the company — enough to make 
Robbins daggers a specialized theme in their own right for 
collectors. 


213, 214, Robbins of Dudley curved 
aded fighting knife, with lightweight 
Allo hilt and kmvekle bow cast directly on 
to the blade tang. The manufacturer's 
name is stamped into the prip on the 
obverse face. The blade is curved, double 
edged, and the weapon was carried inu 
Drown leather sheath which featured a 
rétention loop with button fastening- 
iade length Gin; overall length 9%, 


m 


218, 216, A rare variant of Robbins 
ddagger with a wavy, krisform, blade, 
all Feng 12in. 


217. The “three-inger hilt Robbins 
agger, socalled because the grip form is 
Such that only the first three fingers can 
Be accommodated inside the knuckle. 
ov, the little finger grips around the 
nommel. The blade ix short aad double 
edzed, with a double faller — the same 
Pattern of blade is used on another 
Robbins knife, The scabbard is of leather. 
Blade length 6in; overall length Itin. 


248, Detail view ofthe pommel of the last 
described item, showing the manu: 
Tacturer's mark. 
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21921. Push daggers produced by 
Robbins of Dudley. These two specimens 
are almost identical, differing only in the 
inclusion of the bat spike, removal of the 
blade fullers, and the overall black 
colouring to the lower example, The butt 
Spike appears to be a bullet round, 
possibly privarely added to the weapon. 
Blade length Sin; overall $n. 


222, 223, A move rare variation of a 
Robbins push dagger, having a nicely 
formed hilt with knuckle guards, The 
blade i double edged. Blade length din; 
overall length 7n. 


224, 225, Another Robbins dagger 


variant, this specimen being complete 
villis original back paint to the rip. 
Examples sold were more usually 
encountered with the alloy hilt polished 
bright, but dark colouring was available 
if desired. Blade length Sin; overall 
length Tin 


206, An extremely rare Robbins dagger 

a mushroom-type pommel, und oval 
disc guard. The dagger was retained in the 
leather scabbard by a loop with button 
fastening, 


227.229. An extremely rate Robbins 
dagger, more reminiscent of a short 
Sword, The il is formed of the heavy 


rey alloy, common to the Robbins 
Patterns, aad i stamped on the obverse 
facing with the manufacturer's name, The 
blade s ong and double edged, and fitted 
ino the hilt by having the hilt east into 
position. The sheath is a one-piece tan 
Teather construction, folded over and 
sritched along the back edge. A retention 
Strap which loops around the hilt is 
fastened lo the front, and secured by a 
stud and eye, A belt loop was formerly 
Sewn on the reverse of the sheath, bur 
This has since been detached. Blade length 
12inz overall length 18¥4in, 
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Knuckle Knives 


During the First World War an innovation to the basic 
knife theme began to appear — the knuckle knife. This 
was a knife to which had been added a knuckle bow or 
knuckleduster grip, which radically altered the method of 
using the knife, For a start, the usefulness of the knife as 
a survival aid was greatly curtailed — the fitment of the 
hilt Form was not conducive to dexterity when using the 
blade. Instead, it replaced the primary function portion 
of the blade with that of the business end of the bill. In 
short, it developed into à punching weapon — an armour- 
Plated fist, with rhe blade as a secondary feature. The 
‘construction of the item left no doubt as to the intended 
purpose, it was clearly designed for assault, and it could 
kill. 

An armoured addition to the fist (known to the 
Romans) was u welliried and tested weapon of the 
oolpads of the eighteenth century, and during the 
Victorian period metal handpuards for self-defence were 
produced and sold quite openly. The devices, usually of 
brass, or cast in steel, consisted of a series of metal finger 
rings joined together along a bar, When worn with the 
fingers inserted through the rings and the bur grasped in 
the pal s afforded a notable advantage in 
any fisticuffs which might ensue. Tt was only a matter of 
time before someone conceived the idea of adding a blade 
to this alrcady lethal weapon. 

At about the turn of the century, knives with knuckle- 
duster hills were being produced for sale, and many 
manufacturers must have recognized the potential of the 
market because numerous designs of varying quality were 
produced, In Europe, it was the British who were 


primarily interested in the weapon, although some 
Continental manufacturers did produce them. Sur- 
prisinely, however, the Germans did nol produce a 
Nerstons of the knuckle knife, which is out of character 
‘sith the general enthusiasm that the German manu- 
Tacturers have shown for knife variations. 

Although many knuckle knives were carried by British 
troops during the Great War, it was not until the arrival 
of the American forces that widespread use of the weapon 
became upparent. The Americans, always quick to 
recognize the usefulness of handy sidearms, actually had 
the foresight to issue them to their troops. Quantities of the 
Model 1917, and Model 1918 knuckle knives were mamu 
factured in the United States and issued (o troops before 
embarkation. Shorty alter the arrival of the Americans 
în Franee, local manufacture of the Model 1918 knuckle 
Knife was commenced. The volume of production was 
immense, Many specimens of the knife survived the Great 
War and, as photographie evidence shows, the weapons 
of 1918 saw Lurther service during the Second World 
War, 
ice the advent of the -S fighting knife, and the 
recognition of the finer arts of knife fighting, military 
adoption of the knuckle knife has decreased, The weapons 
are still manufactured, however, und recent TV news film 
showing mercenaries embarking for Africa, as well as 
Commando units from Belgium en roure to their 
colonies, portrayed these fighters equipped with all 

of personal weapons, including clubs und 
Knuckle knives, The weapon still has its uses and, indeed, 
its advantages. 


E 


230, 231. A knuckleduster knife manu- 
Tactured by the firm of Charles Clemens, 
Southampton Row, London, Alihough 
this knife was available during tho First 
World War, it was probably in production 
before that time, and may well be 
Victorian in design, The knives were in 
fast produced in Sheffield for retail sale 
London by Clements. The knuckle bow 
is made of aluminium, and the grips are 
‘of black, checkered wood, secured 
through the blade t 
rivets. The scabbard is tan leather, 


Terention strap which fits through the 
loop of the upper knuckle section and 
secures to à pressstud fastener on the 
Scabbard body, inde length Sin; 
overall length 10n, 


‘of John 
the First World War. The hl fi 
232 are of brass, with black hora grips 
Secured by three rivets, The blade is 
Slender Bowie form, with a sharpened 
false edge. The scabbard is made of tan 
Teather, sched along the back, and. 
Incorporating a reinforced leather p to 
the sheath, 234 ix un alternative version by 
the sume manufacture, distinctive in the 
tse of the single finger stall 


235, 236. Another version of the John 
‘Waits knife, without any finger sli, but 
urilizing the same blade form as the. 
previous items. The grip is a one-piece 
Constnaction with the blade tang Inserted 


m 
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and peened over at the pommel. The grip 
is contoured for the grasp. Blade length 
Sin; overall length 10), 


237, 238. An unidentified knuckle knife, 
possibly Writs or American, The 
construction suggests that it may have 
been profesionally modified from an 
‘existing weapon. The double-edged blade 
Fe wel! constructed, and Is secured to the 
hilt by means of the tang being drawn 
through the pommel and peened over 
‘The hilt appears to be of white metal, 
with a coarse checkered grip, and 
Kwekleduster guard. The scabbard is con- 
structed of tan leather with u brass button 
fastening retention strap for the knife, 


239, 240, Hirsh knuckleduster knife of 
‘he Fist World War having an aluminium 
hilt, and a blade form identical with 
230,251. The ricasso is stamped with the 
same mangfacturers mark "Clemens". 
The blade is secured to te hilt by fiting 
into a recessed groove on the underside 
and securely riveted, The scabbard is 
‘made of leather, with a pressstud fasten- 
ing retention strap which loops through 
the upper finger stall, and secures the 
weapon in the sheath. Blade length din; 
‘overall length Lin. 


24143, Obverse and reverse of the 
Clements knuckle knife described above. 
The example on the right is slightly 
ditirent, however, being made of brass 
instead of the more usual aluminium. 


E 
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24, 245. Unidentified knuckle knife, 
robahiy of First World War vintage. A 
most interesting und curious feature of 
this weapon is that the erosi-guard is a 
continuation of the blade and the tang is a 
Continuation of the cross-guard, but the 
Steel knuckles are a separate addition. 
"The grips are made of wood, coarsely 
checkered, and secured by rivets. The 
leather scabbard gives the appearance of 
being hand made, the webbing frog is 
most likely à later addition, being of the 
Second World War period, 


246. British knuckle knife of the Second. 
World Wat, manufactured by the Down 
Company of London, The viructure of 
the brass knucklesis identical with a basic 
pattern knuckleduster which was 
commercially available before the war 
"The reverse sido has been modified by 
having a channel cut into it 10 accommo: 
date he fixture of the blade, secured by 
two Net de length in overall 
length Sin. 


247. Knuckle knife, Second World War, 
of unknown origin. The weapon appears 
to be official in that the blude is marked 
with the Government Broud Arrow. The 
Steel Nt Features a knuckle bow with 
halfstalls iastend of the more sturdy full 
pattern, und there are four needle-like 
Spikes on the knuckles. The hilt is painted 
Plac 


248, A knuckle knife of unknown 
designation, possibly Australian oF 
American. The cast hilt appears to be of 
äluminium — very well made and formel, 
and covered with a matt Pluck paint. The 
lade is a simple stileto pattern, double- 
edged with a central spine — noticeably 
ofl-centre at the p. No other details are 
nown about this weapon. 


249, The United States Everitt knuckle 
knife — after the name displayed on the 
grip. The hilt is made of cast aluminium, 
And the double-edged blade features a 
Sentra fuller. The scabbard, not 
Siustrated, is leather, Blade length 6¥4in; 
overall lengh 10%4in 


250, A very unusual knuckle knife manu- 
faciured by the firm of Thomas Bland, 
London. The blade aad knuckle section 
ste forged from a single piece of steel. 
Wooden grips, slightly contoured to 
accommodate the fingers, have been 
added io give the grip more form. The 
Weapon is presumed to be of Great War 
image but no detail are known. 
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251, Another extremely unusual knuckle 
knife, very similar to the last example, 
although this version is fitted with 
checkered wood grips, and is unmarked. 
‘The blade appears to be sighly longer 
but the overall appearance makes it likely 
To have been produced by the same 
‘manufacturer, 


252, A knuckle knife constructed in part 
from Fairbair-Sykes dagger, with a 
brass knuckle bow added and a re shaped. 
wood grip, There i no official record of 
{his pattern, and iti presumed to bea 
private modification. 


283, 264, A source Australian knuckle 
aile, of Second World War vintage. The 
example has a cast aluminium hilt, with a 
two-part knuckle section. The hilt is 
painted an olive drab colour, The blade is 
Straight und double edged, and the 
Teather scabbard is unmarked — other 
specimens are known to be marked with 
the manufacturer's name, Bonney & 
Clark. Ths seabbard is possibly a 
feplacement, Blade length Gin; overall 
pur 


255, Unidenified knuckle knife, possibly 
British, of the Second World War, The 
knife displays an interesting feature ot a 
Bowie-form blade and an aluminium hilt 
secured by three rivers. 


286, Another unusual knuckle knife of 
father novel construction. The cast brass 
Wat is partiioned into two Walls, nd the. 
lade is secured hy means of thre rivets 
The siting of the grip section is such as to 
preclude the incorporation of the blade 
Tang w effect à more sturdy assembly 
The blade i lightly curved, and single 
died, and was quite possibly converted 
from a sword blade. 


257, 258, Australian and New Zealand 
Knuckle knife of the Second World War. 
The Blade pattern is the same as that on a 
previously described Australian knife 
(253, 254), but the cast aluminium hil is 
‘of quite different design. The grip features 
3a raised checker design. The scabbard is 
made of dark brown leather, with a belt 
Toop stitched on the back section, and a 
tution and eye retention strap on the 
Facing, This example has no markings. 
blade length Gin; overall icngth tin. 
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259. A more unusual variation of the 
‘Australian and New Zealand knuckle 
Knife — very similar in construction to 
the previously described item, but having 
u more ‘square’ grip form, with inewse 
‘heckering, The knuckle effect of the bow 
is also more pronounced. 


260, 261. A fighting knife manufactured 
by the NZ Cutlery Co», of Auckland, New 
Zealand. The blade form is of Bow 
siyle, with the manufacturer's name 
‘amped into the blade. The aluminium. 
cast hilt most certainly a development 
fof the previously describe knuckle 
pattern, although devoid of the knuckle 
bow. The scabbard is leather, with a 
stitching and rivet assembly. Blade length 
ia; overall length Iin. 


262-264, An original, but crudely con- 
sica variant of the knuckle knife. I 
is add in that it features a French manu- 
factured blade — trademarked UNIQUE 
= and not unlike the blade of a bread- 
knife. Blade length LOin; overall length 
Sin 
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265, 266, The Middle East pattern 
Commando knuckle knife of the Second 
World War. The name's derived from the 
irish Middle Fast Commandos, who 
served principally in that theatre, In the 
United States, the knife is popularly 
known as the "Death's Head” knife, 
Because the silhouette ofthe hilt is 
reminiscent of a skull. The hilt is of east, 
brass, partitioned into two main stalls, 
Assembly s effected by having the hilt 
ast directly on to the blade tang. The 
lade is straight, uofullered and single 
sige. The seabbard is leather witha belt 
Toop stitched on the rear of the frog and 
with a button and eye retention strap on 
the facing, There are no markings on the 
weupon, although several manufacturers 
Inst have produced rhem — including, it 
ik believed, local companies n the areas 
Anere the Middle East Commandos 
Served. Blade length Gin: overall length 
Tov. 


267-269, Three variants of the Middle 
East knuckle knife, showing manu. 
fucturer difference in construction. 
Irem number 269 appears to be the 
product of a native crafisman in the 
Middle Enst, whereas the other two items 
are more professionally constrvced, und 
"were probably produced in the United 
Kingdom. 


2270, An unusual and curious version of 
the Middle East knuckle knife, featuring 
{te normal patera hilt, but equipped with 
n lurge, bulbous blade. tis thought to be 
mor likely a privately arranged fabrica- 
tion than an official one. Blade length 
12i; overall length 18, 


2M1, 272. A scarce Australian knuckle 
knife clearly marked with Defence 
Deparment Broad Arrow. The hilt ix of 
heavy cast alloy, and the blade i secured 
by the tang firing into à recessed channel 
and fixed with Ivo rivers. The blade is 
Short and double edged, with a wpering 
centrul spine, The scabbued is leather, 
marked with the manufacturer's name 
Bonney & Clark Lid., of Adelaide. 
Blade length din: overall length Shin. 
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273, 274, The British BC 41 Commando 
knuckle knife of the Second World War. 
The only markings on this item are the 
digits "BC 41° (hought to mean "Beüsh. 
Commandos 1941"), The style and con- 
Siruetion of the weapon is almost identical 
with the pattern produced by the firm of 
Clements of London during the First 
World War, with the added refinement of 
poials on the edges of the finger stalls, 
The hilt is of cast steel, with a recess 
groove on the underside to accommodate 
the tang ofthe blade, which is secured by 
three rivers, The seabhard is made of 
Teather, Dade length 5V4in: overall length 
Sin. 


275. Private Frank Gilbody, paratrooper 
‘of the Second Parachute Brigade, Ist 
Airborne Division, photographed in Taly 
in 1943, He is wearing a BC 41 knuckle 
Knito, but t was not an She item. 

«y says he took jt from a dead 
German in North Africa, and had. 
absolutely no idea that it was a British 
weapon. 


206, 277, American knuckle knife, the 
"design of Mujor James Eugene McNary. 
ofthe United States Army Service Supply, 
‘Ordnance Department, American 
Expeditionary Forees in France, 1918. 
The knife was the subject of a British 
Patent See Appendix) and quite probably 
ün American Patent as well 276 i an 
‘American manufactured pattern, marked 
‘on the grip "US 1918, L. F. & C, 1918" — 
Landers, Frary and Clu, ihe manu- 
Tücturens, 277 is marked on the hilt 

"US 1918" and iv a French manufactured 
example, produced for the American 
Expeditionary Forces in France. It ls 
trademarked on the lade ricasso with the 
Au Lion mark. The hiks are of east bras, 
and were originally painted black. 
Assembly of the dovblecdged blade has 
the tang projecting through the top of the 
pommel, and secured by a sturdy, conical 
‘hut. The seabbards arc made of steel 
Hlade length in; overall length 11 ln 


278, 279, The two basic patterns of 
Scabbard for the McNary knuckle knife. 
278 is the American made version by 
Landers, Frary und Clark; the slighily 
longer example in plate 279 is that 
produced by the Au Lion company in 
France. 
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280-282, The McNary knuckle knife of 
1918 sees service in the Second World 
War. This sequence of photographs 
shows the Knife being used to exeavate a 
German S mine — known as the 
“Bouncing Retty’. The characteristic of 
this mine was that when activated it blew 
‘utof its ground hole toa height of about 
"bre feet, at which paint a secondary 
main charge detonated the device com- 
Dlevely. The sequence shows first a 
trooper carefully digging out the soll 
around the mine with his knife, while 
Other troops armed with a mine detector 
Took on. Once Ie top of the mine has 
been exposed, itis possible co dig it out 
completely, Note that the knife has part 
of te guard cut away = to allow the 
weapon to fit closer to the body when 
Worn in the scabbard, 
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Um depending on you old men to be a steadyin 
the replacements.” 


283. A cartoon by the cartoonist Bill an Argentinian military sasic dagger to one with knuckles 
Ruin who ereda eUS Army in commande moana a West German apache Fie comer was pri 
Europe during the Second World Wat.  Ñinister on an official visit to South done by a profesional because the grips 
One ol tht Appealing faras af Me America. Note the rather interesting have had to be removed and the knuckles 
suttoonk was ch they reflected wit Knuckle knife being worn. fastened to the tang before being re 


{reat accuracy life and conditions for the 


GL at war in Europe. Nove the McNary sipped with stag-horn. 


289. A modern American manufactured 


asi yet Peart M De Mii knuckle knife. The hilt is made foma — 291. A curlous and interesting knuckle 
from the book Up Front by Bill Mauldin,  tignrweight alloy, with black micarta — Xaifewithaneliptical hilt with a "toothed" 
rissccaved by two alloy rivets, Thesteel Knuckle bow, the whole made of 
sion of the Middle age jg single edged ith a double-edge — aluminium and cast onto a blade. The 


jnally issued to 

tip, aad has been heal blued, The only construction is interesting în that the hilt 
the Jodhpur City Volunteer Corps, to marking evident upon the piece is the structure eliminates the projection of the 
commemorate the “Auspicious Wedding etter "M' stamped into the blade ricasso. blade tang and, in practical terms, doce 
of Princess Jodhpur, April 22nd, 1951 de length 7 ain; overall length 11%4in. not Took particularly strong: the vital 
And accordingly marked with these pea af ihe inerat Den 
dis. The hikt is mado of cast brass, identified knuckle knife pattern, blade und hilt being concentrated into a 
‘with a nickel-plated Tinish, The blade is QA coms + d 


Probably commercially available during small area, The blade is unmarked, but 
areca fa beoor the Second World War. One interesting does bear some notable depressions on the 
ake i ae to Mtem eke feature of the coustrustion is that the back edge of the blade, similar to 
enh sana i wie tht cross-guard and knuckle stall ure ‘markings found on Moorish folding 
rsh prema, ue legi Ming ‘Completely separate portions. The knife Kaives. A small lanyard ring is situated at 


overall length 13 in. Spears ro have been comer from the top portion of the hilt- 
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The British Gravity Knife 


During the 17th-191h centuries a tremendous amount of 
competitive trade stemmed from the great arms 
producing centres of Europe, Between Solingen, and 
Toledo, Milan and Sheffield, the rivalry in quality arms 
production became established, and the ultimate copying 
of cach other's designs subsequently reared its head. One 
factor common to all the cullers was that cach recognized 
and appreciated the quality of the workmanship of his 
competitors, This led to the kind of rivalry where one 
man produced an item of exceptional quality, and a 
competitor bettered it — and emulation is, after all, the 
sincerest form of Mlattery. 

Tn 1943, Britain was still struggling against Germany 
and her allies, The tides of fortune had changed since the 
days of Dunkirk, as the U.S.S.R. and the United States 
had come into the war against Germany, but the struggle. 
to overcome German might within Europe continued. 

So far as the British were concerned, the one military 
formation which was achieving decisive victories against 
the enemy at this time were the Commandos. The war in 
the air, at sea, and on the land in North Africa was being 
waged’ to and fro with alternate gains and losses, bu 
slowly the tide was turning against the Germans, eroding 
their gains and bringing total defeat closer with each 
month. 

The Commando raids undoubtedly worried Hitler and 
his General Staff, and caused the Germans not only to 
re-evaluate their assuult techniques, but also produce a 
copy of the British Fairbairn-Sykes knife. The psycho- 
logical effect of raiding parties visiting and departing 
from enemy shores, leaving behind rows of German 
corpses, was cause for concern. Small wonder that the 
‘Germans considered copying the technique, and that the 
British, concurrently, considered all possible means for 
bettering it 

The effectiveness of the Commandos’ equipment was 
being constantly reviewed and assessed by the Ministry of 
Supply throughout the course of the war, and it was only 
a matter of time before military Intelligence became 
preoccupied with a German weapon which appeared to be 
hot only superior to anything that the British produced, 
but which indeed appeared to be in a class of its own. 

‘By mid 1943, the production of Fairbairn-Sykes knives 
had reached the stage where several manufacturers in 
Sheffield were turning them out, as well as the Wilkinson 
Sword Company in London. Production capacity was at 
full stretch and manufacturers were hard pressed to meet 
all requirements, New knives and designs were being 
‘projected and tried all the time, both to Government and 
private order, Some of these ideas existed only at the 
esien stage, while others actually went into production. 

The cutlery manufacturing firm of George Tbberson 
has been producing ine knives in Sheffield for almost 300. 


years, I is a company which has held a proud reputation 
in a city renowned for its cutlers; in 1913, Joseph 
oberson (in collaboration with the cutlery firm of 
Thomas Firth and Sons) produced the very first stainless 
steel tableware, This was the beginning of a technique and 
product which has since become so commonplace as to be 
taken for granted. 

Towards the end of 1943, Mr. William G. Ibberson of 
Gcorge Ibberson & Co. Lid., Sheffield, was called to 
London to discuss a matter of national importance in 
Knife making, The summons came from Experimental 
Station 6, à department of the Ministry of Supply, which. 
was responsible lor the placing of contracts for 
Commando requirements, The company of Ibbersons 
had, for some time, been producing a varied selection of 
items necessary to the war effort and the armed services, 
not only knives, but cutting tools, shears, scissors, medical 
and surgical knives, heliopraphs, ctc. 

The Ministry of Supply had u very special project in 
mind for Mr. Ibberson. There was need of a very special 
type of knife, one which could be uscd effectively in the 
dual capacity of survival tool and killing weapon. The 
only drawback was the fact that the Germans had already 
produced it, but had not fully appreciated the potential of 
their own design, The man from the Ministry produced a 
strunge-looking knife, quite unlike any British knife, "We. 
want you to produce these," said the interviewer, ‘and we 
want to know how quickly it can be done’, The knife was 
a German Flight Utility Knife — commonly known in 
later years as the Fallschirmjagermesser or Paratsooper's 
Knife 

n 1938, the German Army had started 1o expand at a 
rate unprecedented in European history. The mid 1930s 
had presented a number of astonishing changes in the 
classification of power. First the Germans had thrown off 
the shackles of the Treaty of Versailles 1919, and then 
expanded the armed forces, starting with the tank corps 
and the airforce, German Military strength developed at 
an alarming rate, as Germany assessed her own 
capubility against her European neighbours. Early in 
1930, Russia had started to expand her own airforce. The 
development was an extension of clandestine military aid 
provided to Russia in 1926, when the Germans undertook 
io provide military expertise for training purposes in 
exchange for training und developmental facilities in the 
Ukraine. At a time when Germany was hamstrung by the 
limitations of the so-called Treaty of Peace, the Russians 
amd Germans were collaborating for their own gainful 
ends. It was a partnership that was to have far-reaching 
repercussions, 

Russia was a vast domain, the greatest, perhaps, of all 
the modern territories, and hindered by her manifold 
multinational problems. To deal with the matter of 


insurrection on a vast territorial domain, the Soviets 
developed a new, and unexpected technique of warfare, 
the paratrooper. Although the Luftwaffe (Air Arm) had. 
come into being in 1936, paratroops had, provisionally, 
been relegated lo the command of the German Army. 
Paratroops, it was reasoned, were Infantry dropped by 
the Air Force, and their status was accordingly 
established. It was noL until 1936 that the OKH (Army 
High Command) gave any serious thought to equipment 
for paratroops, and it was then that the flight utility knife 
cume into being. The design was simple and straight- 
forward, a knife which could be effectively openpd with 
one hand, and thus used to serve a man entangled in a 
parachute, The knife was ideal for that purpose, By about 
1938 the responsibility for paratroops had changed from 
the army to the Luftwaffe. No longer was the air force 
required to consult the army on what troops to use and 
under what conditions; the airforce now dictated all the 
limitations, and the paratroops of the Luftwaffe soon 
replaced the shock troops of the Army. The paratrooper's 
gravity knife was soon to be re-styled the ‘Night utility 
knife’, and it was supplied as standard equipment to all 
flight crews as well as paratroopers. It was a good all 
purpose tool with a gravity-operated blade — it could be 
Opened with one hand, and the blade dropped into 
position, and it could be closed by a reversal of the san 
action. With the blade out of the way it was an ideal safe 
tool to carry in an aircraft, and by the time the Battle of 
Britain was over, a good many of these German knives 
had fallen into British hands. 

Mr. Ibberson examined the German gravity knife, and 
considered the requirements he was about to undertake. 
‘The knife was ideally suited for a British purpose he was 
informed, and the men from the Ministry wanted to know 
how long it would take to get production under way. It 
was thought that it would take about six months to get all 
the necessary tooling-up completed for the knife to be 
Drought into production, There were, however, some 
slight changes to be made in the design of the knife, and 
these were as follows: 

The spike was to be made easier 1o draw open. This was 
the portion that would be best deployed in killing, and it 
was desirable that it be quick and easy to open. A mock 
demonstration of the technique was shown, in which the 
"Commando" assailant crept upon his victim from the 
‘back, clamped his left hand over the victim's nose and 
‘mouth pulling the subject's head back to his lefi shoulder, 
and the spike was driven into the right side of the neck 
with the free hand. It was the classic assault, taught by 
Fairbairn and Sykes, which opened the large carotid 
artery in the neck, This, situated 114 inches below the 
surface, and feeding the brain, was a vital artery. An 
opening wound to the carotid could cause loss of 
consciousness in about five seconds, and death within 
twelve seconds, The spike was totally suitable for this 
arca of attack, whereas in the other main arterial regions, 
such as the subclavian or radial, the arteries were 
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reasonably well protected by the proximity of bor 
the F-S knife blade was more effective in dealing with 
them, This knife had a smooth wood grip. This 
could probably be improved, and it was requested that 
the new design be constructed with a checkered grip for 
better adhesion, Wood was acceptable if an alternative 
synthetic material was found to be unsuitable or not so 
durable, but as it happened, a synthetic material called 
Bexoid was found to be ideal for the grins. The knife was 
to be totally devoid of marks — giving absolutely no clue 
as to the country of origi 


292, 293. The Ibberson gravity knife, shown together with a 
German version produced by the Solingen Metal Fabrik plant. 
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294. Mr. William G. thberson, O.B.E., with a specimen 
Condition example of the gravity knife which he produced 
during the Second World War, The painting in the backround 
is of the original builing in which a George Ibberson 
established a cutlery company in Sheffield in 1700. The 
building sil stands, but is no longer occupied by the 

Thberson Company. Their present premise, called the 

Violin Works (after the Toberson trademark of a violin— 
granted in 1880), is an efficient, modern factory. 


Mr. Ibberson returned to Sheffield with the German 
version of the knife, and the agreement to proceed to 
tool-up for production. The first contract agreed upon by 
the Ministry of Supply required a production figure of 
30,000 examples, and they were wanted as soon as 
possible — although Mr. Ibberson had calculated that it 
would still take six months to complete the first 
production, 

Early in 1944, when the Ibberson company was well on 
the way to completing the first contract, a new develop- 
ment came about regarding the gravity knives. The total 
requirement was going to exceed the initial 30,000 order, 
and the Ministry of Supply had decided to enlist the 
services of a second manufacturer. The firm of Joseph 
Rodgers, another well-known Shefficld cstablishmcnt, 
had agreed to produce the gravity knife, and the Ministry 
of Supply asked the George Ibberson Company to 
jers t0 set up production with the minimum of 
^o this end, patterns, drawings, and gauges were 
loaned to the Joseph Rodgers Company. 

The demand for the gravity knives was going to be 


high, and virtually as soon as the first contract for 30,000. 
had been supplied a second contract for the same quantity 
was given to Ibbersons, The second batch production, 
however, differed slightly from the first series in that the 
weapons were, this time, marked with the manufacturer's 
name and a code number bearing the prefix initials 
C.O.S.D. (Command Supply Depot) 

Unfortunately, the original total production figures for 
the knife produced by the Ibberson Company are no 
longer available, but Mr. William G. Ibberson informed 
the author that so far as he could recall, there were at 
least three contracts, none of which was for less than 
30,000. 

A conservative estimate for the total Ibberson 
production would be in the region of 100,000 examples; 
the figures for the Rodgers production are quite 
unknown, but probably amounted to at least 30,000 
examples for one contract. The combined total figure for 
the two companies possibly amounted to at least 150,000 
‘examples, and may have ultimately totalled a quarter of a 
million, ‘Surprisingly, in view of this volume of 
production, the knives are extremely hard to find, which 
makes one wonder where they all are; perhaps still locked 
away in some military store, Certainly very few can be 
scen in collections, Stocks of the knife were sold out at 
the Ibberson factory years ago; indeed, the company 
retains only three examples — and they are not for sale 


298. A view ofthe thberson kni 
upon the blade 


8. 
American Knives 


In the 19th Century the American cutlery industry was in 
its infancy and most bladed weapons were imported from 
Europe, mainly from Sheffield in England. It is only 
recently that the excellence of some American knives has 
achieved recognition. The Bowie knife was mass- 
produced in Europe for the Americas and, although a 
civilian’s weapon, undoubtedly achieved popularity 
among military personnel, It is perhaps the most readily 
identifiable ‘pure’ American knife, 

During the mid 1800s, the settlers who spread across 
the vast expanse of the USA needed knives almost as 
much as they needed axes or spades, The knife, therefore, 
hud a greater significance in the New World than in 
Europe, and the Americans quickly developed their own. 
civilian ‘and military designs. 


Today, American cutlers export their knives, which are 
known to be of high quality and durability. Post-war 
technology has brought new techniques, but the old skills 
have not been forgotten, Some smaller workshops still 
forge blades by hand, for sale to appreciative hunters and 
fishermen, and to soldiers who may prefer a personal 
weapon to those issued by the Government. In the 
Museum of Air and Space Technology, at Washington, 
DC, amid the displays of astronauts’ equipment are to be 
found examples of that mosl essential survival tool — the 
machete. In this most sophisticated and technologically 
advanced country in the world, where conventional 
warfare techniques are continually being upgraded or 
declared obsolete, man's oldest tool remains to serve in à 


mew age. 


296. Case knife, manufactured by the 
Case Cutlery Company, as a general 
ulay knife, Ir was frequently purchased 
privately by military personnel Because the 
heat constriction of the weapon makes it 
A handy type of stlezo. The wooden grips 
Are socured by three rivets, and are 
amped with the letters "US". The 
Soabbard was normally of leather with 
belt loop and retaining strap with pres 
stud fastening. Blade length Gin; overall 
fene 1074. 


297, This knife is thought to be a con 
Version from a damaged 1910 Cavalry 
Sabre blade, and was issued as a fighting 
Knife to troops embarking for Europe in 
1918. The hilt consists of u brown leather 
covering sritehed over a wrapping to ihe 
blade tang. The ricasso of the blade is 
marked "E  & C 1918, and the blade 
Fuller extends risht to the up. The 
Scabbard is a brown leather Sheath with a 
Teather leg thong extending from the tip- 
Blade length Tin overall length 12'4in, 


298. The Anderson stiletto, made from 
the Model 1913 Cavaley sword blade. The 
sip is of plastic, injection-moulded 
round the tang. The grip is marked oa. 
‘one side Anderson, Glendale, 
California’, and on the other, "Made in 
USA" Blade length 8?<in overall length 
isin. 
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299, Stiletto dagger of the Second World 
War, manufactured by the Dix Company. 
The grip is u series of compressed leather. 
washers, wth a stel circular pomme] and 
Steel cross guard. The blade is straight, 

Single edged and with a double-edged tip. 
Blade length 624in; overall length 11 in. 


300, The Special Forces knife issued to US 
‘units in Vietnam, The hit fittings are 
‘made of aluminium with o brass locking 
mutat the pommel, and the grip is formed 
of compressed leather washers. The blade. 
's Parkerized a grey-blue colour, und 
some examples are marked with the 
Special Forces badge on the ricasso us 
well as unit designations on the blade 
The scabbard is black leather, Blade 
length tin; overall length Tiin. 


301. A variant of the American Special 
Forces dagger, as formerly used in 
Vietnam, This example conforms to the 
general design, bat has iron grip fittings, 
And is devoid of blade marking. 


302. Kaife made by the company of 
Randall in Orlando, California. The knife 
is a Bowie panem, and makes a very 
effective survival weapon in the great 
American tradition, The Nit s of à 
Synthetic material known us micara, 
black in colour and contoured for the 
rip. A wrist thong is usually attached 
Through the pommel hole The guard i 
made of brass, The knife patern is known. 
as the Model 14, and a slighty similar 
pattern with sawback blade was produced 
by the company as the Model 18, The 
scabbard is leather and has sharpening 
Sione in u rocket on the seabbard facing. 


303. Special knuckle knife made for the 
Ist Ranger Battalion during the Second 
World War, Construction was simplified 
bby having a brass hilt with knuckle bow 
cast on to the tang of the blade. The 
Scabbard was made of dark brown 
leather, with a eather bet loop stitched 
on the reverse side. Blade length Sia; 
overall length tain, 


304, The V-42 lio manufactured by 
the Case Company in 1943, The design 
appears to huve been inflacned by the 
‘tess ofthe British F.S fein knife o 
"he sae period, The grip s formed of 
compressed teacher waters wih Bie 
Seel itings — not the sha pont at 
‘he pommel. The scabbard e brown 
Jie. Blade length rimi overall eng 
12%in. "i 


305. Hospital Corps knife, Model 1887. 
"Tic Wi has a turned wood grip with brass 
crost-guard and pommel cap — both 
higkelplated. The broad blade Is etched 
‘wih the legend “Hospital Corps US 
Army”. The scabbard is made of black 
feather and has a brass renforcement to 
the throat. Blade length 12in; overall 
length 16/3. 


306, US Army “Bolo” blade machete, 
known asthe Model 1005, manufactured 
by the Collins company of Hartford, 
Conn. The machete was first produced 
ring the 1890s, and remained in 
production uril he 1920s, The term 
"pal appears to derive from the Coco 
Bolo wood! ied for he grips. Various 
versions of the machete were manu- 
factored, and the general design was 
widely copled, The wood grip version has 
Siab grins secured by throe rivets and a 
Steel ferrule. The scabbard was usually 
made of brown leather with brass trim, 
although many examples were produced 
in 1914-18 with alternative materials 
Blade length 15'4in; overall length 
204i. 


W7. Hunting Knife, Model 1880, The 
rip is made of turned maple wood and 
the guard is of icon, Later the guard 
portion of the hile was made of brus. 
The blade is straight 4nd double edged. 
The scubhurd is made of black leather, 
with a leather bet frog, or occasionally a 
brass belt loop. Blade fength Nin; 
verat length 13'4in. 


308. The Andrew G. Hicks knife, manu- 
factured by A. G. Hicks of Cleveland, 
‘Ohio in 1840. he hil consists of rose- 
wood slab grips within a bras frame; the 
pommel section feature an extension 
Which forms a partial knuckle bow. The 
Scabbard is made of black leather with a 
brass reinforcement at the tip. Blade 
length Min; overall length 14 in. 


305, American Pattern 1849 Rifleman's 
knife manufactured under contract for 
the US Government by Ames of 
CCahotille. The hil is made of walnut, 
secured by three rivets, and has a brass 
‘croxeguaed, The blade s single edged and 
‘double cdg at the tip. The scabbard is 
fof black leather with a brass locket and 
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tip, Blade lengih 12in; overall length 
Wisin 


310. Randall Fighting Knife, Model 1 
Thit all-purpose knife was fint produced 
during the Second World War. The 
blade is reminiscent of the Bowie style, 
‘and the scabbard (not illustrated) is of tan 
coloured leather, and has a small pocket 
‘on the facing to house the honing stone. 
"lade lenach Tin; overall length 121i. 


311, Marine Corps machete, This is a 
Simply designed machete and was 
intended as = survival tool rather than a 
fighing weapon. The square-tipped blade 
is single edged, and the wood grips are 
secured by four rivers, Most of the knives 
‘were manufactured by the firms of 
Collis & Co., Hartford, Conn., and 
Henry Diston & Son. The scabbard i of 
olive drab canvas with leather reinforce. 
‘mental he tip and the throat. The 
machete was first produced at about the 
Lime of the Spanish-American War. 
(1808), und was certainly being manu- 
Tacturd during the Second World War. 
Blade length 11 sin; overall length Din. 
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312. US Hospital Corps knife, Model 
1904, Produced as a general utility blade, 
it wan ised in grcat quantities during 
Tbe First World War. The wood grips are 
contoured for the fingers on one side, and 
{canvas wrist thong is normally tied 
through the pommel, The blade style is 
quite distinctive in being rounded at the 
tip, with a continoaron of the sharpened 
edge round the Up to the buck of the 
lade, A variety of scabbard patterns are 
kw to exist mostly consisting of a 
canvas body with bras ront and a rigid 
Stec! bel lop, 


23:314, US Navy Mk 1 fighting kote, 
‘manufactured by Camillus, New York 
after the Second World War. The grip is 
formed of laminated leather washers, and 
all meta iting of the hilt and the hlade 
are heavily parkerized, The scabbard 
consists of a canvas body with groen 
plasticized coating. An olive drab 
‘webbing frog is riveted o the scabbard. 
Pade length Tag overall length 1230, 


30S. Knuckle-duster dagger, constructed 
in part from the blade of a Springfield 
socket bayonet, Model 1873. The hilt was 
made by adding a ponunel nut and 
touted knuckle bow; the grip is a 
rubberized tube, I has been stated 
(lughes and Jenkins) that these weapons 
are thought to have been issued to Naval 
boarding parties in 1922, but this hes not 
been confirmed. The seubbaed (not 
ivetrated) f à shortened version of the 
1873 Springfield steel seabbard, with a 
leather belt frog riveted into position, 
Hlade length Bain; overall length 1n, 


316, 307. The Model 1910/17 US. 
Machine-Gunner's Dolo knife. The 
pattern originated in he form of the 
Springfield pattern 1903 Bolo bayonet, 
which in 1910 was produced in the form 
‘of u knife, identical with the bayonet but 
devoid of bayonet fixtures, In 1917 the 
Pattern underwent minor modification 
nd was manufactured wholesale for 
troops being sen to Europe. The hilt is of 
steet with crudely contoured wood grips 
Secured by two bolts, The blade is Proud 
‘and single eed with a double-edged tip. 
‘The scabbard is of canvas coveted wood 
with a reinforced leather tip. Blade length 
Join; overall leh 15i. 


E 


AMERICAN KNIVES — 67 


318-322. The V-44 survival Bowie knife, 
produced by several companies in the 
United States ax à genera survival knife 
during the Second World War. This 
example isa product of the Collins 
Company of Hartford, Connecticut, and 
is instantly recogniable by the tooled 
Teather sheath bearing the Collins & Co, 
motif. The hilt is made of a black 
moulded symthetie material, secured to 
the blade tang by Five brass rivets. The 
lade i broad, single edged 
double-edged falchionsstyle lip, 
harrow tin fulles, Apart from Collins, 
oiher maniifacturers of the piece have 
hoen Western Cutlery, of Boulder, 
Colorado, and Case Cullery of Bradtord, 
Penn. An unmarked specimen thought 10 
ave been manufactured in Australia for 
US troops inthe Pacific theatre is 
described in Vol IT of Cole's book. 


323, 324, A Cave Cutlery Company's 
specimen of the V-44. 1t is virtually 
‘nical with the previously described 
paitea, but the sheath is made of 
Undecorated leather, Blade length ti 
overall length lin. 


308, An unusual style variant of the V4 
Thi hilt is made fron a single block of 
alminium, cast on the blade tang. The 
blade itself is similar to the V-44 style, 
but without the narrow folles, and is 
thicker und heavier. Blade length 914i 
overall length IS. 


326-328, Mk 3 fighting knife, manu- 
Tactored by the Case Cutlery Company. 
Introduced in 1843, it was bused on the 
'US MI hayonet, but without the bayonet 
locking fixture, The grip is made of 
compressed leather washers, and the steel 
fittings of the hilt have been Parkerired. 
During the Second World War the knife 
was produced by at least nine different 
US manufacturers, andit Is estimated iat 
more than 2,500,000 were produced. This 
example is shown with the US MS 
bayonet scabbard, which was commonly 
issued with the knife, and (327) the 1st 
pavters leather scabbard, which was aho 
issued with the Marine Corps Stiletto, 
Blade length 54 Win 
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309. A fighting knife converted from an 
Må bayonet, and featuring the sume blade 
athe cari Mk 3 Fighting Knife. This 
example has had the grip and hilt fittings 
Te-shapcd, and a lanyard ring attached to 
the pommel. 


390, 331, US Navy, and Marine Corps, 
tili Knife, pattern Mk 2, Introduced 
in 1943, Popularly known as the KA-BAR 
knife (ser the trademark of one of the 
manufacturers who stamped this wording 
n rhe ricasso), it was produced by a 
number of the more notable US cures 
Shorter than the Mk I, the knife is totally 
Parkerized deep blue/black, and the ri 
is made of compressed leather washers. 
Tne Scabbard is a basie sheath-knife type, 
of leather, with a pressstud retention 
Strap, Alude length Sin overall length 
Yin 


392. US Navy Utility Knife Mk 1 of the 
Second World War, All metal portions 
were originally Parkeried a deep blue/ 
Binck, and the hit is made of compressed 
leather washers, A large number of. 
suppliers manufactured this knife forsale 
to USN departments, und a wide variety 
of types are known, ditfering mainly in 
detals of tne hilt and grip composition, 
but al considered to be the Mk 1 knife. 
All, however, have the broad, Bowie- 
style blade. The scabbard is a two-piece 
leather sheath, stitched and riveted, with 
a pressiud retention strap, 


393, Fightin knife Mk 1, Manufactured 
in the USA by Landers, Frary & Clark, 
the putten was fst produced in 1918, 
‘The leafshaped, double-edged blade is 
secured through the bras hilt by a steel 
locking mu. The scabbard is of sheet 
steel, heat seamed along the edging, with 
‘col belt loop riveted into position 
"Blade length 67 overall length 1134in. 


304. Knuckle dagger manufactured in 
France n 1918 for the US forces i 
Europe. The form of this weapon is 
slmost identical with the previously 
described tem, differing only in minor. 
munufacuring details, and a generally 
Tower quality of finish. The manu- 
factarer's mark AU LION (together with 
a lion emblem) is situated on the blade 
iso. The enlarged marking "US 1918", 
is stamped on the arp 
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335. Variant of the Mk 1 1918 knuckle 
dagger: The construction of this item i of 
quite high quality compared to the French 
‘Au Lion version, and it was probably 
made in America. The only visible 
marking is the legend M 1918 on the tec 
hilt. The blade shape is more or less 
identical with the previous items, but 
differs noticeably in having a broader 


396, 337, Knuckle knife of the First 
World War, probably a private purchase 
item., The blade is a broad Bowie form, 
Single edged with a double-edged falehion. 
lip. The hilt is of heavy alloy material, 
sast on the Blade tang (dere are two sprue 
marks on the grip), The knuckle baw 
bears throe tooth" projections. The 
Scabbard is leather, and bears the late 
owner's personal mark ‘Jack H. 
Williams, 16124017 US Army”. Blade 
length Bin; overall length 13in. 


338,309. 1917 fighting knife, sald to be to 
the design of Henry Disston & Sons of 
Philadelphia. The blade i a simple, but 
effective spike, secured to a lily 
‘contoured wood grip. The sieci knuckle 
bow bears six pyramidal teeth, formed by 
the stamping of the knuckle bow. The 
hollow inlets are visible on the underside 
of the guard. The scabbacd is of green 
Teather, with blackened steel fittings. 
Blade length 9n; overall length Min. 


340-341. Variant of the 1917 fighüng. 
tite, believed to have been produced in 
1918 by the American Cuticry Company. 
The main difference between this and the 
previously illustrated weapon is the 
formation of the ‘teeth on the knuckle 
bow. These ure a double row of triangular 
spikes, as opposed to the pyramidal shape 
of the las example. 
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342, 43, US Air Force Survival Knife, 
Pattern i968. This weupon s thought to 
be carried chiefly by jet pilots, and 
incorporates features more relative t0 
survival than to fighting. The metal 
fitngs of the hilt and blade are 
Parkerired black, und the Bowie 
blade has a serrated back edge. 
pommel nut of the illustrated example is 
marked ‘CAMILLUS N.Y. 21971. The 
pocket in the leather sabbard contains a 
Whetstone. The knife was designed to be 
worn on the belt, via the belt loop in the 
leather frog, or fastened to the leg by 
thongs, one of which is shown fitted to 
the tip of the sheath a second thong was 
ted through the 0 holes at the top of 
the frog. Blade length 6in; overall length 
105i. 


344, 345. A private purchase fightine/ 
Survival knife, manufacturer unknown. 


346.349, Two examples of private 
purchase sheath-knives, popular among 
Us troops as survival and fighting 
weapons. Both of thess examples are 
marked with the manufacturer's code 
DRN”. Alloy hilis with leather grips. 
‘Average blade length 6in; overall length 
Fee 
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360, 351. The Pattern 1917 Bolo knife, an 
alternative version, with a different grip. 
formation, aot unlike a machete pattem. 
The seaboard is of more sophisticated 
construction, being of steel with a fluted 
design to the body and is the second 
pattem scabbard, Olive drab in colour. 
Blade length 10n; overall length 1$in, 


352, 353. US Marine Corps silento, the 
American version of the F-S fighting 
knife. This weapon was apparently 
‘produced only by the Camillus Cutlery 
Cos of Camilos, NY, and it is thought 
iat only bout 14,370 were munu- 
factured The hilt i a one-piece casting to 
the blade tang, and has a checkered grip. 
design with a ribbed edging. The base 
material appen (o be a zinc-based alloy, 
"which has a tendency to become powdery 
On the surface over the years. The double 
Edged blade usually bore a lightly etched 
design of a scroll, with U.S.M.C. within, 
"The sheath vas u eather pattern, similar 
to the M6 pattern issued with the M3 
Kafe, but three diferent potters have 
heen recorded, the variation: being in the 
riveting and reinforcing of The sheath 
consruction. Blade length Tin; overall 
Jengin 12'i 


364, 355, OSS stileto, allegedly man- 
factured in England for issue to American 
(OSS units. I is almost identical with the 
T-8 knife, completely blackened and with 
the checkering of the grip extending down 
to tie cross-guard. The scabbard is of 
ovel construction, featuring u ‘pancake 
Mapper” seat het frog, with à rubber ring 
retention for the kaite hilt. The frog base 
elongated, and i beat upwards to form. 
the tip. A leather body contains the blade, 
‘Overall colour of the Teather and metal 
portions of the seahhard iy olive drab. 
Blade length Tn; overall length 112i, 
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356, 387. A post-war commemorative 
version of the V-42 fighting knife. 
manufactured by Wilkinson Sword of 
London. This specimen features a white 
Jvorine grip, win gilded brass fiuings. 
Eiched om one side of the blade isthe 


orbem of the First Special Service Force, 


and on the other "1942-1944 the 


campaign period. This specimen was 
‘manufactured without a scabbard and 
was prevented in an attractive silk and 
Teatherette case, Inside the lid can be 

seen the Bate Honours of the Service, 


358. A modern F-Sstle knife manu 
Factured by Wilkinson Sword of 


ass 


London, and bearing the biade isc 
tion Sh Special Fores Group, Vena 
‘The rip desten featares thee checkered 
ash codi mo dicis The 
weapon is nike olated overall. No 
star wu wees far eximia 
Zo the knife vae probably coniad im a 
presentation case 


9. 
Knives of the Second World War 


359. The kukri, uaditional weapon of the 
‘Gurkhas of Nepal, who served the British. 
Empire faithfully during both world wars, 
and continue to show their great loyalty 
and allegiance to this day. During the 
Wars, machine-manufactured examples 
‘were produced to equip the voluniers 
Trom Nepal who flocked to the colours 
The illustrated specimen bears a manu- 
facturing date of 1919, together with the 
Government Broad Arrow. Average blade 
length 12in; overall length 16in. 


360, 361, An unusual, privately made 
British fighting knife, Although not the 
product of a professional cuter, the 
‘weapon certainly has the fel and appear 
unce of a well-plunned design. The 
leto blade is secured to the wood hilt 
by having the lang drawn through the 
pommel and peened over. The lower 
{aston of the grip Dears a steed ferrule to 
Feinforce te hilt, and the recurved steel 
‘ross-guard is quite substantial. The 
Sheath has been professionally converted 
from a S NLL.E 1914 bayonet scabbard, 
complete with canvas frog. Nude length 
‘vain; overall length 10 


362, 363, Pighting/survival knife issued to 
indian Paratroops. The siyle of the hilt is 
reminiscent of the India Pattern. 

S.M: 1E. bayonet, except that on this 
Knife it i all Wood and secured to the 
blade tang hy countersunk bolts. The 
short, double edged blade has a cenral 
fuller, and overall quality of construction 
is quite high. The scabbard i à simple 
Teather shew, bur other examples are 
Known to have been converted from 
bayonet seabbards. Blade length 6¥ins 
overall length 1014n. 


A64, 365. A fighing/survival knife 
allegedly cared by Chindit troops 
Although this specimen is unmarked, iti 
very similar (o survival knives manu- 
actured in Australia during the Second 
‘World War, and it probubly originated in 
that country. The wood grips are secured 
to ie blade tang by three steel rivets. The 
biade is single edged, with a double-edged 
lip, The seabbard i of leather, stitched 
along the seam cdg, and reinforced with 
ivo rivets atthe throat. The bet loop. 
Incorporates a retention strap with 
Dutton, lade length Gin; overall length 
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366, 367. Armenian fighting knife Model 
1946, This example is marked with the 
date 1942, and the stamping in Cyclic 
letters of ZIK (Zlatoust Industries, 
Caucases?) The grip is made of a soft 
‘wood and is secured by having the tang 
drawn through the pommel and peened 
‘over, The hin cros-guard was probably 
recurved when originally issued, but has 
been straightened. The blade is single 
died, with a double-edged tip. No 
Senbhurd was available with is piece. 
Research indicates that à whole range of 
scubburd types ure common, the most 
‘sual being ether simple leather sheaths, 
‘or wooden scabburds with wire or Father 
‘overwrap, Blade lengih 5 

lengih 104i, 


368, A crude dagger, allegedly made by 
French Resistance workers. This weapon. 
has been ground dowa from a solid piece 
of brass, A Cross of Lorraine has been 
roughly stamped on the grip. Blade 
length 74i overall length 11 


369. A French Resistance push dagger, 
onnisting ofa spike inserted in a bur grin 
The legend 'MORT AUX BOCHES" 
Death to the Baches’ i stamped in 


370. A fighting knife of the French 
Resistance, made from the tp of à Gras 
bayonet blade, to which has been added a 
simple brass hilt, The buck of the hilt is 
embellished with the "MORT AUX 
BOCHES' legend, and the grip facing 
bears a Cross of Lorraine, Blade length 
Sin; overall length 1554. 


371. A fighting knife converted from u 
French Gras bayonet pattern 187 
considerably modified by shortening the 
blade and removing the cross-guard. The 
side of the blade is stamped ‘VIVE LÀ 
FRANCE 1941”, Blade length B'in: 
overall eng 13, 
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372. Kalan Fascist MVSN (Milizia 
Voluntaria Sicurezza Nationale) poniard, 
Model 1925. These poniards were made 
From obsolescent bayonet blades, 
probably the Model 1897 Vettel Vili 
"The blade was shortened and the steel 
hilt way inset with wood grins. A brass 
asees device — the emblem of the new 
lulian Fascist Organization — was 
sequently inlaid in the wood grip, but 
not on this example. The scabbard (not 
‘ustrated) is of stel, with a steel belt 
loop riveted on the reverse side, Blade 
Jength 7 <i, overall length 12V4in, 


373.375, lan fighting knives, probably 
‘ating [rom the First World War, 
‘although the specimen on the left displays 
ie pattern 1922 Malian Fascist emblem, 
“The knife pattern is very similar to one. 
carried by Austro-Hungarian troops 
during the Great War, and doubiless 
many such weapons were captured by the 
Tatiany and re-issued, Specimens were 
certainly being issued for Talian service 
during the Secoad World War. Blade 
length 8341n; overall length 13in 


36, 377, Italian fighting knife, con- 
rucied in part from the second pattern 
MYSN dagger, The blade form is more in 
keeping with the Austro-Hungarian Grent 
War fighting kaife (sce previous item), 
but on this evumple the pip is more 
Finely shaped, well-comoured to fit he. 
hand, and marked with a carved 
parachute emblem — the handywork of 
Ihe late owner? The scabbard s stel 
and is of the second type scubbard, 
carried on the 2nd pattern MYSN dugger, 
blade length 81s overall length Din. 
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378, 379, The second pattern MVSN 
"agger, with the first type scabbard — 
‘marked on the locket with an embossed 
Tasces device and the letters M.V.S.N. 
Unlike the first pattern MVSN poniard, 
the socond pattern was completely and 
originally manufactured to the design of 
the new Fascist Party specification, and it 
was intended to serve both as a dress 
ddagger and as a useful combat knife 
Although the Mlackshirs did not seriously 
anticipate having to use it. A good many 
examples were carried by conscripted 

V Second World War, 
and subsequently became war trophies, 
Blade length 874i; overall length L3. 


380, 81, A fighting knife issued to 
‘sombatant volunteers of the Hallan 
Fascist Youth Organization GI. 
(Gioventu Talana del torio) during the 
Second World War. The simple wooden 
sre ure secured to the blade tang by wo. 
Fivets and thc blade is sinple edged with a 
double-edged tip, The seabburd appears 
to bea conversion manufactured from a 
surplus scabbard of the 1871 pattern 
Verri Vitali bayonet, Blade length Sins 
overall length 1271n. 


302, 383, An interesting and curious 
fighting knife, constructed in art from a 
second parer Italian MVSN cagger, but 
‘vith numerous non-Italian markings, the. 
result of subsequent ownership. These 
‘marks include "ADDIS ABEBA 22.6.41 
30 VI RS 36267 15 M.N.R, and LAW C 
AKLES RICHARD BASIL’. The wood 
Brip consists of aa upper and lower 
Section, with a metal collar separating the 
wo portions. The dagger was presumably 
picked up in Ethiopia (Adis Abeba is an 
{incorrect spelling of the cpital city Addis 
Ababa) and modified by the new owner 
‘lade length 8¥4in; overall length I3n. 


384-387. An unidentified fighting kite of 
unknown provenance, thought ro be the 
service sidearm of the Italian Police in 
North Africa, WWII. The contoured hilt 
has grips manufactured of green horn, 
and the obverse i inset with a curious 
brass badge of a crowned eagle sur- 
movning a knotted rope, The blade is 
broad and double edged, and not 
dissimilar to the British Smatchet blade, 
"The obverse ricasso is stamped "P 2110" 
The scabbard i of black leather, and has 
the bat loop riveted into positon. Blade 
length 7 overall length 12, 


388. An interesting fighting knife which is 
displayed at the Polish Army Museum, 
Warsaw. The pattern is that ofa Folding 
agger, with Black checkered wood grips- 
‘According Lo the museum annotation, it 
es carried by the Polish Commando 
George Iwanow Srajnowicz. 


369-191, Service daggers of the Slovak 
Hinka Guard, mamufactured at the ZB 
works in Brno, Eastern Crechoslovakia 
“The Nit are made of bras, the poramel 
being stylized rather like an eagle s head, 
witha recurved crose-guard, The grip is 
made of rosewood, The blade fuller bears 
the legend "Cesta nuzpai nemorna’ (There 
is No Way Back), a reference to the 
commitment to Fascist ideology of the 
Guard. The seabbard is tel, with nickel 
Sterl fittings, and a suspension ring, The 
general te ofthe piece s apparently 
fluenced by the Nazi SA dagger — this 
organization being the Ceech equivalent 
of that Germ political group. Approvi- 
mate blade length Bin; overall length 
Trin. 


392, 393, Service sidearm carried by 
members of the Luftwaffe Forestry 
Section, The reason why the German Air. 
Force took responsibility for certain 
Forestry work during the Second World 
War i not known, but itis possible that 
as the Head of the Luftwaffe, Hermana 
Goering. Was an enthusiastic hunter, he 
arranged for Luftwaffe personnel to be 
Kiven the comfortable job of guarding 
Certain forests, The blade s a basie dress 
Carbine bayonet blade, and the grips are 
made of iar horn. There is no provision 
Tor attachment o à rifle. The scabbard is 
of stel, and stove enamelled black. Blade. 
Jengih 34; overall length 1271n. 
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402. Three examples of private purchase 
Trench daggers carried by German troops. 
Example aanvtacrared by Puma of 
Solingen. The grips are made of a reddish 
synthetis material, similar to Bakelite. 
"The blade is single edd. 


403. This pater of tench dagger 
although dating from the First World 

War, was commonly available during the 
Second World War, and no doubt many 


soldiers carricd one asa personal knife. 


404, A German lock blade knife. 
Generally speaking these were private 
purchase items, which were freely 
svailube commerially before the war, 
During the war, however, stocks of all 
available civilian pattern knives were 
frequently purchased by the Organization 
Todt, who resold them to military 
suppliers. Average blade length $ in 
‘overall length 10m. 


405-407, Variations in German scabbard. 
construction, all quite common to trench 
Taggers of the Second World War, 


408. Soldier of the Waffen-SS. Note the 
Fighting kaite projecting from the lapel of 
his motoring coat, (IWM) 


w 95 


394397, The Fabutenmesser (Hike Knife) 
‘of the Hitler Youth Organization, This 
example is an early type and differs from 
the regular patterns in that ts con- 
structed in part from a dress sidearm of 
Great War vintnge. The hilt is of nieke- 
plated steel, anda simulated pressstud is 
Featured on the pommel — it docs nor. 
depress, nor is there any rifle mortise slol. 
The grips are mude of black checkered 
wood, inlaid with the swastika in red and 
White diamond device of the Hitler Youth 
Organization. The short blade is of fine 
quality, single edged with a double-edged 
tip. The scabbard is steel, with a leather 
beli loop riveted on the reverse side. 
398-401. The Nabkampfnesse, of the 

type produced after 1935, The dosian is 
basically the same as that produced 

during the Great War, with slab wood 
rins secured tothe biade tang by three 


Sterl rivets. The scabbard show the most 
‘obvious difference, having a spring steel 
clip (for fastening to the belt or, alterna- 
tively, on the side of the boot) — a feature 
not seen on the Great War patterns. Blade 


length Shin, overall length 1057. E] 
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409410. An unusual Nabkampfmesser 
with de xe stag-hora grips, The blade is 
‘marked "hat 1942 


411, 412. An extremely unusual German 
tench dagger, withthe extra refinement. 
of combination tools fied into the hilt 
No muker’s marks are icensfiale 


413, 4. An extremely rare German 
fighting dagger, the design of which is 
believed 10 have heen based on captured 
specimens of the British F-S Fighting 
Kite, The dagger is of alite construc- 
tion, with a turned steel hilt and 
checkered surface finishing. The blade 
Tuller is extremely long, extending almost 
to the tip. There are no markings om the 
knife, but the leather scabbard is stamped 
on be reverse with the Warlerami — 
German ordnance acceptance mark. 


a 
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415, 416, German military issue diver's 
knife. The heavy brass hill circular, and 
a screw thread is situated beneath the 
guard. The biade was secured in the brass 
Scabbard by actually screwing the 
assembly together, 
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417, 418. Laftwaffe flight utility knives. 
Known as the gravity blade knife, the 
lade was retained inside the hilt by 
springs, and release was effected by 

raising the trigger and holding tbe knife 
downwards, The gravity blade dagger is 
mosi commonly associated with German 
paratroons, but n fac, it was commonly 
issued to flight crews. 418 is slightly 
unusual in tha iti a strip-down pattern 
disassembly boing effected via the square 
Teta! releuse on he lower prip facing. 


am 


419,420. An extremely rare push dagger, 
‘manufactured by the London firm of 
Cogswell and Harrison Lud. It purports 
10 bc one of several specialized designs 
produced by the company to the instruc- 
tions of the Royal Marine Commandos, 
Special Forces and Free French Forces in 
cle. The blade is a straight, double 
‘edged unfullered type, and is secured by 
heing cast direct onto the alloy bar hil. 
"Tbe junction which fits between the 
second and ir Fingers when the weapon 
is gripped, is covered with a reinforced 
Teather washer — the purpose of which is 
te Keep the grip free from blood, which 
‘would possibly cause the knife lo become 
Siippery n the palm. The sheath is made 
of Teather, witha button fastening 
Trenton strap. The Weapon has a serial 
amber on the grip and on the scabbard. 
Hisde length Gin; overall length in. 


421-424. The Stitcher, a fearsome 
weapon in the hands of a skilled user, 
Captain Fairbairn, in his book AIL 
Fighting, recommended this weapon both 
Tor its piycholoplcal effect as well as its 
sturdy Construction, und ii was ultimately 
produced in the United States a» well as in 
the UK. The short, leaf-shaped blade is 
pointed and sharpened on both edges. An 
‘al discahaed croseguard separates the 
heavy alloy hit from the business end of 
the weapon. The grips are made of wood, 
secured by four rivers. Some examples 
have the grip additionally bound with 
rubberized canvas, A Teather wrist thong 
is fitted in the pommel. The seabhard of 
the British version (plates 421, 422).con+ 
sists of a khaki webbing outer covering 
‘over a fibre body, The specimen made ia 
the USA (423,424) although very similar 
differs in some minor respects, The hilt i 
Sometimes encountered in iron or brass. 
‘The wooden grips are slightly more 
"square! than on the UK version, und are 
scoured by only three large headed rives 
A venion having black rubber grips is 
akso recorded, A version with synthetic 
(Bakelite) grips is also known. The 
Scabbard differs in (hat it consists of a 
Wood base, over which a black leather 
‘covering is ited Some examples have the 
blade Parkerized black, others were 
sued with a bright polished finish. Blade 
Teagth 10%4in; overall length 16a. 


425, We mean busines!" a posed, 
propaganda photograph showing the 
Smareher. (WM) 
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426, The US Marine Corps stiletto — the 
American version of the F-S knife, (See 
Faithaira Sykes chapter for details.) 


17,428. German Nahkampfmesser 
anufactured by Pumawerk. The grips 
are made of a red Bakelite type of 
material, secured by thre rives. The 
scabbard ofthis version is particular 
inceresting in that it features a specs 
made leather frog which accommodated 
the spring steel clasp, This made the knife 
suitable for wear in the calf of the boot as 
‘an alternative to being worn on the bel 
Blade length in; overall eagth 10¥4in. 


9. A slightly more unusual version of 
the Nahkampfmesser, with a turned 
wooden grip. The blade form is so much 
Tike that ofthe Great War period that itis 
possible this piece i surplus material 
From 191418, resurrected and issued 
during the Second World War with a new 
pattern hil. The weupon is unmarked, 
"lade length $¥%iny overall 10V, 


40, 431. Italian fighting knife, Based i 
style on ihe MVSN dagger, t has a 
shorter blade and a correspondingly 
Shorter scabbard, The reverse of the 
Scabbard features wo metal loops for 
sttachinz to straps or dips. 


492, A group of Taian frogmen 
synchronize their watches. Note the knife 
worn atthe far right, 


433, The rare Special Forces und OSS 
flasp-krife, This is a neat sturdy tool 
"Which incorporates wire-cutters, saw and 
Serewdrver, It was bused on a pattern 
produced hy Joseph Rodgers und Son of 
Sheffield during the Victorian era 
Overall length Sin. 


p 


434, Forerunner of the Special Forces 
asp-knie; the Victorian multi-purpose 
lasp-kuife designed by Rodgers of 
Sheffield, Overall length sin. 


495, RAF Dinghy Survival Kaif, 
designed and produced by Gorge. 
Theron of Sheffield. The principal 
feature of this knife was thatthe cutting 
edge and point were so designed as to 
Cause minimum damage to a rubber 
dinghy if dropped or mishandled. 


436-439. An cxremely rare Italian 
fighting knife, made from a Model 1938 
Carcano blade and scabbard, but with a 
different form of cross guard and grip. 
This is clearly a professionally manu- 
faetured weapon, and the nickel plate 
indicates that it may have also served asa 
dress weapon, Blade length 74in; overall 
length 12n. 
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440-443, Two variants of the Nahkampf- 
messer, The example trademarked hy 
Puma has u grip made of a reddish- 
coloured Bakelite; the other example, 
With wooden grip, is unmarked. Blade 
length Sin; overall length 1014n, 


44, 48. German Knife, originally 
intended for the Deutsche Jungvolk 
Organization, but considered worthy for 
issue as a general utility knife. The 
pattern was based on the Hiller Youth 
Pahrienmesser, but was slightly smaller 
and constructed with an aluminium hil, 
black plastic grips and steel scabbard. TÅ 
was never widely issued, possibly because. 
Of its late Introduction and the curtail- 
ments imposed on the activities of youth 
organizations during the war. Blade 
length 44i; overall length Sn. 


446-449. Kampfmesser of very unusual 
design. The sla-sied grip is of wood, 
Secured by two rivets to the blade tang. 
‘An interesting fcature i the incorporation 
‘ofa wooden quill’ projecting from the 
fri section forward towards the blade 
Edge, The subbard is black enamelled 
‘reel, with an integral bet Toop made of 
spring stel. Blade length in; overall 
length 8410. 


450, A rare ples of military knife history 
dated leer vent fromthe Fouess 
Experian Pcabistiuent to the Ministry 

‘Supply returning fe blade, Ultimately 
bei Bader were veereed ide pens and 
pani and sen ro the Var Lus 
(eo Chapter 11). 


451, A nice example of a neat German 
combination fighting knife. The features 
‘of particular interest are the inclusion of 
murlimspike, corkscrew, penknife blade 
and bortle-opener-cum.screwdriver 
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452-455, An interesting interwar Kampf- 
messer. The knife has a hand-forged 
biade, marked on the reverie side with 
the legend “Handsgeschmieder’. The hilt 
isstag-horn and the ferrule guard is blued 
steel. The obverse of the blade is etched 
with a most unusual design depicting a 
dog leaping through a hooped device. The 
knife i more a trail knife than a fighting 
weapon, probably carried by members of 
a hunting or dog-ainiag group. In any 
vent, it represents a fine example of a 
peacetime ‘reach’ dagger. The sheath is 
‘dark brown leather. 


456.459, A Nahkampfimesser which hus 
been subjected to post-war modification. 
The obverie grip has been replaced by a 
wood and ivory arip, the ivory pommel 
being inset with an intriguing silver badge 
depicting a German stel helmet super- 
imposed over a swastika, and the initials 
"NS S.T. St? which probably stands 
for National Sozialistiche Deutschlands 
‘wliger Bund Srahiheim (National 
Socialist German Organization of the 
Stahlhelm), The Stahlhelm was a 
‘nationalistic militia-type formation which 
came into being when the Weimar 
[Republic was undergoing the political 
‘upheavals of the 1920s. Composed almost 
entirely of ex-soldiers, the Stahlhelm 
armed itself, and functioned as a pro- 
Nazi semi-official police force, Although 
this is a basic patera trench knife (see 
elsewhere in this chapter), the refinements 
of the grip and scabbard show that it has 
been professionally enhanced, 
presumably by its Stahlhelm owner 


Inset: Nbkampfmesser pommel badge 
showing the Stahlhelm insignia, 


l 
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The Commandos and 
the Fairbairn-Sykes Knife 


OF all the éitist formations that took the field during the 
Second World War, few, if any, surpassed the British 
Commandos in the heroic exploits which these formations 
achicved in the darkest hours of Britain's war against 
‘Nazi Germany. The Commandos sounded a new note in 
esprit de corps whose effect was so profound that other 
‘Allied armies quickly followed suit in forming their own. 
particular versions of Commando troops. 

Britain's part in the war effort commenced when she 
came to the aid of Poland, whose fate at the hands of the 
Germans and Russians had been completely sewn up in 
matter of some three weeks. However, what had begun as 
a noble intervention soon turned to humiliating defeat 
When, in mid-1940, the British Expeditionary Force 
found itself with its back to the beachhead of Dunkirk, 
With a German victory complete in northern Europe, it 
became painfully obvious that if Britain wished to fight in 
other than a defensive capacity against Germany, fighting 
tactics would have to be altered radically. It yeemed to be 
only a matter of time before the German conquest of 
France would be superseded by the invasion of England, 

On 4 June 1940, Winston Churchill wrote to General 
Ismay in the War Cabinet Secretariat concerning the need 
to introduce a new breed of fighting man into the British 
Army to combat the highly efficient German forces, The 
requirement, he said, was [or self-supporting, well 
equipped raiding units, "Enterprises must be prepared 
"with specially-trained troops of the hunter class, who can. 
develop a reign of terror down the enemy coasts. 1 look to 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff to propose measures [or 
vigorous enterprise and a ceaseless offensive against the 
whole German-ocewpied coastline, leaving u trail of 
German corpses behind? 

"The concept of the Commando-style raid was not a new 
one. Indeed, the effectiveness of such guerilla fighters 
had made a notable mark when employed by the Boers 
against the British during the South African War (1899- 
1901). As Churchill himself had served in the British 
Army in South Africa during this period, he was probably 
in no doubt about the mayhem that could be effected by 
well-trained raiding groups. 

Itwas intended that a Commando formation consist of 
some 500 personnel, divided into ten Troops, each having 
47 men and 3 officers, plus a Headquarters staff of about 
35 officers. The Commando formations were organized 
‘on a regional basis or in "ethnic groups of Scottish or 
Trish volunteers. The main distinguishing feature of them 
all was the ability to be completely self-supporting. 

The first two formations, No. 1 and No. 2 
‘Commandos, were to have been formed us airborne units, 
but difficulties delayed their formation, and No. 3 
Commando — based at Plymouth — was the first to be 
effectively raised. 


Captain J. F, Durnford-Slater of the 23rd Medium and 
Heavy Training Regiment Royal Artillery, was appointed 
‘Commanding Officer on 28 June 1940. His appointment 
conferred the right to interview, select and raise 
personnel. This, he completed by $ July 1940, and ten 
Gays later, on the night of 14/15 July, No. 3 Commando 
saw ils first action against the Germans in occupied 
Guernsey in the Channel Islands. This was a test 
operation designed to try the skill and striking ability of 
the Commando under fire. t provided experience which 
was evaluated and put to more effective use in later 
‘operations 


Equipment 
When they were first formed, the Commandos were 
issued with ordinary infantry equipment, to which was 
added specialist items such as rucksacks, scaling ladders 
and climbing boots, oilskins and Mae Wen ifebet, ete 
Fach Commando was expected to be able to serve in the 
röle of mountaineer, marine, saboteur or foot soldier 

One item of equipment which became standard issue 
{oral Commandos was a campingetype sheath knife, The 
choice was motivated by the need to be self-reliant, and 
ihe knife was a survival tool. The Wilkinson Sword 
ħunting-knife pattern RBD was primarily adopted for 
this rôle, buf other commercially available patterns were 
also permitted. 

"An article in War (published by the Army Bureau of 
Current Affairs, Issue 11, 7 February 1942) explained 
that, as well as being able io use a knife for street 
fighting, each commando was also taught the essentials of 
field butchery. In the field, cach commando took it in 
turns to supply his own compliments’ food supply, and 
‘was required to capture, kill, and cook livestock. The 
Sheath knife was indispensible in this capacity. When 
Serving In enemy-bcld territory the commando lived off 
theland. At home, however, the situation was rather more 
difficult to recreate, and for field training the commando 
units wore supplied with livestock, rather than risking the 
wrath of the focal farming communities. 

During the early days, a few combatant knife patterns 
were considered and issued. Two specific pallerns 
achieved official recognition, the BCAI and the Middle 
East Knife, both of which were knuckleduster patterns. 
Apart from these, Commandos frequently cquipped 
themselves with knives of their own choice, and no doubt 
relics from the Great War found themselves being pressed 
into service, 

The knife patterns available, however, were effective 
only in limited ways, although they did effectively 
despuch the oscasional Hun to the Valhalla of his 
ancestors. The drawback was in the limited movements 
Tor which the (wpe of Knife was best suited. Both the 
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BC41 and the Middle East Knife, being furnished with 
‘metal knuckles, were best suited for combat in a slashing 
movement; stabbing with the blade was a slightly 
awkward manoeuvre, not conducive to the fullest 
application of sirength. The knuckles, it was reasoned, 
made up for this limitation. If you could not stab your 

nemy, then you could at least batter him to death. The 
experiences of trench warfare in 1914-18 had motivated 
much of the military thinking in projecting knife designs. 
The confined limits of the trenches and dugouts had 
proved hazardous places to wield rifles with fixed 
bayonets, and there had been an uncomfortably high 
incidence of troops injured by their awn comrades in the 
mélée, The outcome was the amateur and trench fabrica- 
tion of shorter weapons. Troops overrunning enemy 
positions more often than not went into battle wielding 
knives and clubs, rather in the style of a good 
old-fashioned pub brawl, The technique worked, and it 
was this thought that lingered on in 1939, when the 
Subject of knives, and fighting, was considered by 
military advisers, 

In 1939, us the prospect of war with Germany loomed 
closer, ex-patriots and exiles from this land started 
return. National pride was running at a high, somethi 
had not done since before the Depression, as British 
nationals returned home from all corners of the globe, 
ready and willing to serve their nation if war with the 
Nazis was to be the outcome. At about this time, two men 
returning to the homeland were bringing with them the 
specialized knowledge of oriental knife fighting, gained 


Type i by hu 


460-463, The First Pattern Fair 
Sykes Fighting Knife, as produced by 
Wilkinson Sword Company in 1941. The 
two specimens illustrated are the Type 2, 
und Type 3 versions. The differences were 
as follows: Type 1 (nor 
produced with «recurved eross-puaed 
{he inches wide. Apparently only a very 
few examples were produced with this 
rd for the design wax shortly 
afterwards modified to a two inch cross- 
guard. Type 2 (460) differed only from 
ng the shorter cross-guard, 
Type 3 (462) appears to differ only in 
regards lower quality of workmanship. 
‘The chockeriag on the grip is not quite so 
precise, und the recurve of the crow 
guard is more shallow than the Type 2. It 
is interesting to note that on the piece 
illustrated the assembly is such that the 
recurve is on opposite sides — presumably 
because the piece were assembled by 
hand. The First Partera version of the 


from years of experience in the Far East. It was not 
recognized at that just how imporlant that 
knowledge would become in a few months hence, 

Captain W. E, Fairbairn, and Captain E. A. Sykes, 
had both served in the Shanghai International Police. In 
1939, they had returned to England and had been 
commissioned in the Army as instructors, specializing in 
unarmed and close quarter combat. Experience in the Far 
East had taught Fairbairn and Sykes à great deal about 
fighting, and they knew how to kill quickly and silently. 

In November 1940, Captains Fairbairn and Sykes 
made approaches to the War Office regarding the suit- 
ability of knives for use by Commandos and their 
comments and suggestions carried some weight. Their 
provisional suggestions for a handy and effective knife 
were considered and tentatively approved, and they were 
instructed to arrange for a trial construction of the 
pattern, They discussed their requirements with Mr, John 
Wilkinson-Latham of Wilkinson Sword Limited, and 
supplied a sketch of a stiletto with a 7/4in blade, razor 
sharp on both edges, and having a cast brass hilt with 
checkered grip design. The junetion between the grip and 
the blade was a recurved cross-guard some two inches 
wide, The knife was housed in a leather sheath, 

The knife was produced, tested and formally approved 
— it was just what the Commandos needed. Purpose- 
designed to their requirements, the Fairbairn-Sykes knife 
(F-5 Fighting Knife) lent itself superbly to the require 
ments of knife fighting, It was designed for killing, and it 
did the job extremely well 


jms -S fighting knife was totally hand-made, 
the checkering on the grin was hand- 
produced and the blade was hand-drawn. 
Therefore, certain variations and 
differences in construction appear, all due. 
to the techniques involved, The quality of 
‘the piece remained unchanged, however, 
and it exemplifies the rôle for which it was 
designed. The hilt was of brass with a. 


stated) was 


nickel: plated fin the Blade was 
highly polished. On the ricasso was an 
chod design — "The F-S Fighting 


Knife" on one side und the Wilkinson 
Sword Company's opo on the other 
Assembly emailed passing the blade tang 
up through the hil, threading a pommel 
screw into position and ncening the tang 
projection over, The scabbard was made 
‘of dark brown leather, with a brass chape, 
hickel-plated at the tp, The frog of the 
scabbard incorporated a bet loop, and a 
retention strap bearing a press, Blade 
length Tin: overall length 1n 
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In January 1941, Wilkinson Sword were given the first 
official order for the new knife. The first fifty were to be 
manufactured and dispatched by 14 January to Captain 


(ter Major) L. G. C. Wood at the War Office in 
London. At that time, the cost of each dagger complete 
with scabbard was 13s. 6d. (67.5p), During the following 
‘months a total of some 1,250 knifes were produced. 
Shortly after commencement of production, some 
modifications were considered which could simplify 
manufacture without detracting [rom the usefulness of 
the weapon. These modifications entailed the elimination 
of the Mat ricasso of the blade, and the replacing of 
recurved crossguard by a straight pattern. ‘The now 
design, the Second Pattern, was approved and an order 
Tor production was placed with Wilkinson on 29 April 
1941. By 26 December 1941, Wilkinson had produced 
2,150 examples and other manufacturers were also being. 
given orders. The specimens manufactured by Wilkinson 
bore the ciched legend ‘F-S Fighting Knife’ and the 
‘company’s trademark on the ricasso. An exact copy of 
the palicra, free from etching, was manufactured by 
another company — as yet unidentified. The only 
markings on this dagger are the broad arrow and the 
letters “B2’. Further examples, unmarked and differing in 


other minor details were produced by other manu- 
facturers, 

At the end of 1941, the department responsible for the 
distribution of the F-S knives to the Commando centres 
was changed from the War Office to the Minisiry of 
Supply, and the training and expansion programme for 
the Commandos was stepped up. 

During 1941, observation and analysis of Commando 
raids had been scrutinized. There had been some 
memorable attacks against enemy-held territory during 
the year, The raids on the Lofoten Islands (3-4 March 
1941) and Vaagso in Norway (27 December 1941) 
‘demonstrated that Commando activities were formidable. 
Reports from sources behind the enemy's lines indicated 
that the Commandos had struck a note of fear among the 
Germans; the terror aspects of the raids was beginning to. 
lake effect. During 1942, more ambitious onslaughts 
against the enemy were to be enacted al St, Nazaire (28 
March) and Dieppe (19 August). 

On 3 March 1942, Experimental Station 6, c/o the 
War Office (a nondescript room with an officer and a 
couple of clerks, who relayed messages in and out on 
behalf of their Commandos located at secret camps) 
issued an order on governing the repair and recondition- 
ing of F-$ Fighting Knives which bad become damaged. 
A total of 67 were sent back to Wilkinson for repair, and 
the cost was 11s. (5p) each. Production of the Second 
Pattern knife continued, but the price went up. An order 
was placed on 31 October 1942 for 38,700 F-S knives, and 
the cost, even For this quantity, had risen to 17s. 94. (88p) 
cuch, A total of approximately $6,048 of the Second 
Pattern F-S knife were manufactured by Wilkinson 
‘Sword, and probably a good many more were produced 
by other manufacturers. 

On 6 February 1943, the Ministry of Supply placed an 
order with Wilkinson for the first consignment of 10,000. 
of the new-style Third Pattern knife. The new knife was 
entirely black, and in place of the checkered grin it 
featured a concentrically-ringed pattern which was 
cheaper to produce and was considered to have better 
trip. The usage of brass had by this time given way 
to a wartime alloy. At the same time, the Ministry of 
Supply was given the go-ahead to increase the order if the 
price were right, and promptly ordered 154,000 of the 
mew Third Pattern F-S knife at a new low price of 16s. 
(80p) cach. 

Apart from supplying the British Government orders 
for F-S knives, Wilkinson also supplied knives to the 
orders of Governments in exile, such as the Dutch and 
Norwegian. Apart from supplying government orders, 
Wilkinson Sword produced F-S knives for private sale. 
Shortly after the adoption of the Second Pattern F-S 
knife on 29 April, 1941, the Government began 1o issue 
contracts for F-S style fighting knives io other mani- 
facturers, principally in the Sheffield area. The knives 
produced by other manufacturers, although outward] 
Similar to the Wilkinson items, did not bear the T-5 
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Fighting Knife" logotype, The right to that name had been 
secured by Wilkinson, 

In 1942, Captain Fairbairn was seconded to the US 
Government to irain instructors im knife-fighting 


techniques, In development the Americans ultimately 
produced their own distinguished experts in knife fighting 
and their own knives. The Case Cutlery Company started 
producing a fighting knife for OSS troops. Apart from 
some hill detail differences, the knife was almost identical 
with the T-S knife — a flattering tribute to the two ex- 
policemen from Shanghai 


464. The silent kill! Commandos being taught to kill the enemy 
in total silence and with the mos lethal blow. Captain Fairbairn 
considered a knife thrust into the carotid artery in the neck one 
‘of the best moves of an assault. The artery is large and easily 
"accesible, and death can occur within twelve seconds. IL is also 
accessible from the back, and the coup can be effected with 
greater surprise, Note alio that the subject carries his F-S knife 
in the thigh pocket. 


The Commercial Commando Knives 
One specimen knife, not attributed to Wilkinson, but 
conforming in most respects to their style, is the so- 
called “B2”, This weapon, outwardly similar to the Second 
Pattern F-S knife, bears no trademark, but is stamped 
upon the upper face of the cross-guard with a Broad 
Arrow and the letters ‘B2'. An example of the Third 
Pattern F-S style knife, with ringed grip, and similarly 
marked ‘B2’ is also known, and is apparently the work of 
the same manufacturer — the intriguing question for 
collectors, however, is which manufacturer? 


oth the Second Pattern and Third Pauen [-S 
fighting knives of the B2 category have the identical 
feature of'a attend triangle at the juncture of the blade 
spine with the cross-suard — thought to Le caused by a 
clamp fattening the tang (and part of the blade proper) 
while being mechanically drawn. This feature is evident 
bn the two described versions of he B2, as well as on the 
identifiable Wilkinson Second Panem E-S knives, 
Another curious and recognizable feature concerns the 
indented markings which appear upon the pommel nut of 
the Wilkinson pieces. The construction of the First and 
Second Patterns entails that the blade tang be extended 
through the grip, and the threaded portion of the tang has 
a mut fixed o i This nur is tightened by means of à 
mechanical wrench which indents the nut on tvo sides — 
the markings being a mirrored replica of the marks on the 
face of the clamping implement, It is interesting to note 
that these marks are virtually identical with the marks 
noted on the pommel nuts of B2 fighting knives — were 
they made by the same clamp? In fact, were the B2 knives 
produced by Wilkinson to Government order, but free of 
trademark? 

A rather more intriguing weapon isthe fighting knife 
retailed by the firm of J. and T, Marshal, of Glasgow. 
This conforms to the Second Pattern F-S, but the only 
marking on the piece is the Marshall logo. The overall 
duality" ol the item is exuemely high, and quie 
Comparable to a Wilkimon knife, The enthralling 
features of the weapon are the angular fit (o he blede 
ricasso section, and the clamp marks on the pommel nut 
identical with the Wilkinson examples. The obvious 
Sonclosion is that Wilkinson manufactured FS knives to 
be supped to retailers for sale under their own name, or 
alternatively free of name logo. 

A Third Pattern FS knife with the triangular flat 
section to the blade ricasso free of trademarks, but 
marked on the cross-guard with a Broad Arrow and ‘V’, 
and on the upper grip section a ^", has been examined 
and found (o have the previously described clamp 
marks on the pommel nut. An example almost identical 
with the above, marked on the crosw-guard with the 
Broad Arrow and ^P, (he numeral 4 on the upper grip 
section and with identical clamp marks on the pommel 
aui, has been examined by the author in the course of 
research, 

Within the realm of the Second Pattern F-S fighting 
knives two basie types are noted, the difference being ia 
the form of the grip checkering. One features a rather 
coarse checkering whichis thought to be the earlier form: 
the second his a smoother, neater checkering. The 
common feature ofthe two patterns (when the Wilkinson 
name is abien), however, is the clamp marks on the 
pommel nut and the triangular flat on the blade 

A Second Patter style FS knife, but with a crudely- 
formed grip checkering, a sliphüy fuller grip and 
apparently different clamp marks on the pommel nut is 
known. The specimen examined by the author has the 
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marking "WPIO' stamped in the grip facing, and the 


Broad Arrow with '4* on the lower grip sect 


jn. Although 


the blade has the triangular flat section on the ricasso, the. 


scabbard is noticeably different in that the metal 
(hickel-plated steel) is broad and rounded — 


different from other patterns, but known to be peculiar to. 
this form of dagger, probably a manufacturer's variation, 


46546, A curions beast the half-size 
ES knife (467) with a fll size knife (465) 
dor comparison. According to info 

tion supplied to the author, Wilkinson 
Sword did produce a elected number of 
miniature versions of the FS knife, and 
these were all made with an ivory erip. 
The origins of this miniature piece are 
unknown, but it does bear a miniature. 
Version of the Company logotype. No 
other details are available. The tem 
Between the miniature and the 

version isa pattern of cros-guard (466) 
Tor the Second Parter F-S Knife 
Originally it was used for comparison 
‘with production cross-guurds to ensure. 
their accuracy. 


467 E 


469-470. The Second Pattern F-S Fighting 
Kaife, (468) shown alongside a First 
Pattern (469), The increased demand for 
FS knives necessitated Wi 

mechanizing production of the knife with 
Whatever modifications had been deemed 
Suitable. Two alterations were made. The 
fist entailed producing the cross guard as 
a straight pattern — The recurve Was not 
Considered particularly necessary. The 
Second was far more important, it 
‘dispensed with the square ricasso and 
hand-sround blade, replacing it with one 
featuring a conral spine from the tip 
through to the cross-guard. The advant- 
age was that it could be mass-produced 
mechanically. The blade still bore the F-S 


m 


and Wilkinson etched marks, and the 
ir was stil produced in nekel-plated 
bras. The checkering of the grip tended 
to be lighter and not quite so proud as on 
the earlier examples, The dimensions were 
the same as the First Patter, 
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‘Markings on Commando daggers 

‘Although for private purchase daggers the application of 
manufacturers’ markings presented no problem, the 
Government was encountering some problems in its 
overall purchasing requirements of war materials from 
suppliers, The problem existed not only in terms of knife 
manufacture, but in all the other varied products which 
were being produced to keep the British war effort 
running at an efficient peak. In simple terms, what it 
boiled down to was that many manufacturers used to 
mark their products with code letters which were almost 


471, ES Knives being issued to 


Commandos before un assignment, The 


motley selection of uniforms aad weapons that among the i 


indicate thar this photograph was taken 
under real conditions and not posed. Note 
os being issued, wo 


identical with the code letters of other manufacturers 
producing different products. As the Government was 
required to keep an up-to-date inventory of articles 
produced, this use of similar codes presented a problem, 
and it was decided to remedy the matter. The following 
letter was sent to Wilkinson Sword Co. from Inspector of 
Small Arms (South), Enfield, Middlesex on 9 January 
1943: 

‘MARKING OF STORES 

IU hus been decided to introduce a new system whereby 
the manufacturer of stores accepted by this Inspectorate 


scabbard patterns are visible — one with 
Side sirap and one without 
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can be readily identified. This has been found necessary 
as in mumereus cases firms arc using identical code 
marks. 
The means of identification will take the form of a code 
letter and number to be stamped on cach article and I 
should be glad to know how soon you can introduce this 
marking of stores, with the mark shown below and 
whether you anticipate any difficulty in applying the 
system. 
There is no objection to you putting your private mark on 
the article as well, provided there is sufficient space and 
the serviceability of the article is not affected. 
Code mark allotted to your Firm isi— 

S294. 

Tospector Small Arms (South). 


On 12 January 1943, the following reply was dictated by 
John Wilkinson-Latham (Senior) und dispatched in the 
ame of the Works Superintendent 

Dear Sir, 

Tn answer to your letter of the 9th instant, re, marking of 
stores, the only stores we manufacture, which are 
inspected by your viewer here at these works, uf 
ayenets No, | Mark 1. These are stamped in accordan 
with the specification with our initials and the date 1907 
We note the code mark allotted to us is 8.294, and we 
propose stamping this on the shoulder of the blade as 
Follows 


1907 
5.294 
Wsc 
We trust this will be to your requirements, 
‘Yours faithfully, 
WILKINSON SWORD CO. LTD. 
WORKS SUPERINTENDENT" 


The above documentation is extremely interesting, in 
relation to fighting knives, for it suggests that at the time 
of writing (12 January 1943) no inspection of fighting 
Knives was undertaken by any government ordnance 
department — a surprising situation. It is curious that no 
IS knives have been noted bearing the above stipulated 
marking, although code markings of a sort have been 
identified on F-S-style daggers, The reason for this, it 
would seem, is thar the knives were dispatched to a central 
office (via the War Office or Ministry of Supply) and 
later marked up by the department concerned prior to 
issue. The most notable code marking recognisable is the 
*B' version — a Broad Arrow accompanied by the 
characters 7 

"This mark is usually noted on Second Pattern style F-S 
knives, which are otherwise unmarked. However, the 
author has examined a specimen of the Third Pattern F-S 
knife, marked with the *B2' code, and it would seem to 
imply acceptance by a Government department rather 
than by a manufacturer! Other marks which have been 
noted have been: Broad Arrow with “2°; with *4'; with 
«56°; with *V?, ete. 


472. A selection of throe sets of original F-S Fighting Knife 
Ship transfers, The traasfrs were produced in a red wax on à 
tissue paper, and were stack to the blade area for echíng. The 
transfer acted as a resistant to the acid, causing the background 
to be etched, and the lettering to remain raised and solid, 
Examination of these original transfers reveals some interesting 
variations, and others are thought to exist. 
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473, North Africa, 1943. This British 
Officer wears his F-S Knife on his waist 
bel 


44,405. Third Pattern F- Fighting 
Kalle produced by Wilkinson Sword. The 
Third Pattern introduced a radically 
altered desi to the original concept, The 
‘old patiern brass and nickel checkered 
rip had been subjected to some revision 
hen an anodized brown black version of 
the knife, which did not reist light, had 
been produced, The Third Pattern 
Incorporated the black finish as standard, 
plus à new feature — a concentrically- 
Tinged grip — which was easier to 
produce and had better adhesion. A wide 
“arity of grip designs of the ring patern 
Dit exit, Pacause by now the Commando 
dagger wus being produced by companies 
all over the country, and manufacturers” 
variations in design and quality were 
becoming more prevalent. I fact, it Is 
thought that, at some point, demand for 
T-S knives was so preat that Wikinsons 
actually had to buy spare pars, principally 
trips from rival companies including 
Joseph Rodgers of Sheffield, lo keep up. 


E E 


with demand. The Third Paner F- 
Knife was produced mainly in the all- 
Diack finish, but examples with a bright 
polished blade are known — probably 


private purchase examples 


416, F-S Knives by Wilkinson Sword, Left 
to risht: Second Pattern black model, 
Dlack-finished blade — the Wilkinson 
logo is stil evident on this piece, Third 
Pattern, private purchase model with 
polished blade; the Wilkinson logo is 
more prominently displayed. Third 
Pattem FS knife, a post-war example. 
Since the Second World War the method. 
of assembly of the daggers has changed 
from having the blade tang peened 
through the pommel nut 10 a sew. 
amembly dise. The blackening of the 
metal portions is much darker and 
Smoother than the war-time versions. 
This ustrated example bears a trade« 


mark introduced after 1953 


a% 


477-479, A post-war P'S knife manu- 
{actored by Wilkinson Sword as a de luxe 
special item, The blades of these special 
knives were hand-drawn by Tom Beasley, 
Master Swordsmith at Wilkinson Sword 
Co. One of Mr, Bessley's outstanding 
creations wus the blade for the sword 
‘which the British people presented to the 
City of Stalingrad in commemoration of 
that city’s defence uguinst che Germans. 
‘The special T-S knife bears a base Second 
Pattern type blade, distinctive in bearing 
the etching Hand forged by Tom Beasley 
the Famous Swordsmith of Stalingrad 
Sword Fame’, The reverse of the blade 
bears an ornate version of the Wilkinson. 
Sword logo, together with a panel bearing 
the annotation "Commando Fighting 
nife World War 1939-45". The grip of. 
the knife ix of Tvorine, and the scabbard 
ix of black leather with a nickel plated 
brass chape and locket. The knife was 
intended as a display and vales promotion 
item, and iti believed that more than $00 
‘were produced in 1948. They were disri- 
‘buted t company representatives all over 
the UK, who used thera to add the 
"finishing touch to window displays and 
exhibition stands promoting the 
Wilkinson Sword Company's products, 


E 
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480, 481, Examples of FS Fighting Knife 
Scabbards, The example on the left is the 
Usual pater, with leather tabs at the 
back stitched across the scam of the 


scabbued. These tabs enabled the 
Scabbard to be sewn onto or into a tunic, 
Many ofthe troops removed the tabs, and 
private purchase F-S seabbards could be 
hd with or without them. 


4482, 483. Post-war examples of the Tied 
Pantera F-S Kalte, TN» version was 
produced as a commemorative dagger to 
honour the exploits of the Commandos, 
thirty years after the war, 400 were made 
Tor the USA and $00 for the UK and. 
Canada, The knife hus a standard Third 
Pattern hil, finished in gilt plate over 
brass, The Blade bears the inscription 
"United We Conguer*and*1940- 1945" with 
the Wilkinson logo on the other side. 


«484,488, Presont-day production F-S 
Knives manufactured by Wilkinson 
Sword. Although manufactured to a 
"dress quality standard, the knives are 
suitable for usc, Available in wo 
patterns, bright polished nickel, and all 
Plack, they are produced for the Royal 
Navy and the Marines, 1 is believed that a 
blackened version is awarded cach year to 
the most promising cadet in the 
Commandos. The knives are also 
exported: foreign purchasers include The. 
‘Netherlands and Norway. 


88 — THE COMMANDOS AND THE FAIRBAIRN-SYKES KNIFE THE COMMANDOS AND THE FAIRBAIRN-SYKES KNIFE — 99 


Commercial versions of the FS Knife, Once the intial marking. The demand for private purchase Commando —— 
manufaciure of S knives had manca, within a very ives was met by the apples, and an entre range of mailane Dut obvii based on the 
thor time, manufacturers all-over the country were FS variants came into being, some of them remarkable in Second Patera FS ste The most 
Producing them, although without te distinctive FStype their own rig Scie fears ae the cry 
restore pip and he rounded seaboard 
haps uth broader an at hae 
recoup) Tie te made of ct 
35. and ned wil ac Pn he 
ade oben n ud The ep IS 
market wis e Broad Arrow and 
mer 4 Jont above (eevee, 
on te fave ofthe rp are e iets 
NT. e mang o wish i as yt 


486-489. An unusual variation of the 
standard scabbard. This Wilkinson. 
‘Second Pauera knife is accompanied hy a 
sheuth which is upparenly made the 
‘wrong way round’. In this case, the seam 
of te scabbard body, normally on the 
‘Underside, has been deliberately placed on. 
"he upper side — te obverse of the 
sheath, The crows straps, however, have 
been fixed to the underside (the smooth 
Side of the sheath) in the position they 
‘would normally occupy if the seam were 
on that side, No plausible reason for this 
Variation ean be found, but the sheath is 
“undoubtedly authentic. 


495, Smooth hilted Commando kel 
Litt i known about this weapon, but 
iti believed fo have been commissioned 
by members of the Polish Airborne 
Forces exiled inthis country during the 
war. The hi i made of grey alloy, and 
Secured by a serew-threaded pommel 


490, 491. A basic Second Pattern FS 
Knife by Wilkinson, ina sheath knife 
‘ype scabbard. Although this sheath was 
mot the stundard bs, ti authentic and 
contemporaneous with the knife, ae 
“tested to by the late owner (tbe 
‘original recipient) of the weapon. The 
Sheuth-type scabbard was made to the 
Special order of No, 4 Commando, who 
preferred it to the usual pattern, With the 
exception of the button on the retaining 


496-098, Commercial variants, the “Reads 
and Ribbed’ — so called because the grip 
design features concentric rings inter: 

Spaced with a bended ring, These knives 
‘were manufactured for private porchase 
and most were produced with a bright 

polished brass or nickel finish, Examples 
Raving u blackened finish are known. The 
ree examples huve differen hilt designs 


E s 


w 


“7 


Strap. there were no meta ings Whata- 
fier on he sheath and as probably 

Sy i was favour s 499401, An extremely unusual venion of 
id Sven is the commercial Commando knife. This 


was known to he Sheffield cutler 
relailers as the "Ribbed and Rope! 
pattern, because the intcrspacing band 
between the ribs was, in fact, very much 
Tike a rope design, instend of the more 
commonly encountered bead design. This 
Specimen is highly unusual in that the hilt 
Tinish is in nickel-silver, and that the 
pommel nut is carefully disguised as an 
"acer tyre pommel. The cros-guard is 
different from the usual pattern in that 
the sides are parallel to cach other instead 
of tapering, and terminate in a semi-circle 
instead of à rounded point. 


502-505, Variants of the Second Pattern 
FS knife, 502, unmarked example with 
all-black finish; $03, nickel finish 
‘example; 504, tick finish example by 
Wilkinson; 50s, blackened finish version 
by Wilkinson, with etched pane! bearing 
owner's initials EN D. 
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The wooden grip Commando dagger 
506-512. One variant of the Commando 
dagger which is encountered quite 
Frequently is the wood grip version. I is 
‘commonly believed that these daggers 
ere produced for service in the hor 
climates of Rurmu and Indiu, and 
although this may be true, iti also known 
that they were produced as commercial 
items in the UK. According to informa- 
tion receive by the author, many 
'Shefrcld rms after completing their 
government contracts found themselves 
‘with a surplus of blades, Wooden hie 
were turned up for these and they were 
sold to the mual retailers A wide range 
‘of arip variations exist, presumably 
because of the varying techniques of the. 
producers ofthe grins, The photographs 
Show some of the variations that may be 
encountered. One feature of interest to 
the collector is that most, but not all, of 
the wood grip versions feature the broud 
parallel sided eross tard — the same 
Pattern, incidentally which appears in 
Plate 499. Plate 512 shows the form of 
the cross-guard, 


513, 514. An exremely rare all-stecl 
Commando dagger, with a thin turned. 
steci hilt, hearing ight checkered rings, 
The hilt and pommel are constructed in 
‘one pics, with the blade tang drawn 
Through the pommel and peened over. I 
Is thought that thin and similar weapons 
were produced for the French Maquis — 

underground organization working. 
against the Germans — and were dropped 
With other supplies from aera. Iis not 
thought that any specific scabbard pattern 
was designed for this knife. 


I5, A choice example of a private 
purchase Commando knife, with a 
military tailors name on the blade (3 & 1 
Marshal! of Glasgow). In all probability 
This knife was manufactured by a 

i Specialist firm, and sold to the dor, The 
‘Quality of this knife and various markings 
fm it ead the author o belive that the 
manufacturer was Wilkinson Sword. 


SIG, The “B2 marking on a cross-guard. 


517, $18, Examples of the Second and 
Third Pattern T-8 knives, hoth of which 
ure marked with the "B2" code, The 
quality and construction of these knives 
dices that they were both made by 
Wilkinson Sword Co, However, itis 
noted that F-S knives of apparently 
Giferent manufacture exist, unmarked 
part from the *B2" code stamped in the 
po" 


19, 520. Numerical markings on the hilt 
of a Third Patera knife, The example 
marked with the numeral 2" was manu- 
factured by Wiliam Rodren of Shetek; 
the example marked ^? although devoid 
‘of trademark, has the indications of being 
produced hy Wilkinson Sword Co. 
specially the criss-cross design marked in 
the pommel nut — effected by the vise 
‘shen tie clamped pommel was held for 
the tang to be pected over. 


ysis 
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S21. A mark of another kind. The 
interesting thing about this grip îs that the 
rings of the hilt do nor cireumseribe i, 
Dut are interrupted by a small gap on 
either side. 


522, The mark of William Rodgers of 
Sheitele, England, on à Third Pattern 
dagger, 


523-525, An extremely rare version of the 
FE-S knife, with a completely different 
hilt patter — being a one-piece casting 
of the cross guard and grip, with very 
light ringing on the grip. A curious 
feature of the construction is the solid 
metal projection beneath the crow-guard, 
formed in one piece as an extension to 
and serving in the capacity normally filled 
by a leather washer. The blade is of the 
same length ax the normal F-S Third 
Pattern, but is unmarked, Two versions 
fof the knife are known, one with a matt 
nickel finish, and one with u bronze 
colouration. The sheath shown alongside 
is contemporaneous with the knives, and is 
possibly the correct and original pater. 
No details regarding manufacturer or 
ultimate destination are known, but i is 
thought tha they were probably made in 
the UK to the orders of US troom 
stationed there during the war, especially 
im view of Lhe similar nature of construc- 
lon to that of the US manufactured 
Marine Corps stiletto, particularly the 
‘etal projection beneath the eros- 
Which i a feature of the US Marine 
Corps pattern. 


526, The two previous illustrated 
dagers, shown together with a US 
Marine Corps silerto (centre). The grip 
checkering on the American knife i quite 
distinctive, but the rejection under the. 
rose-guand is similar to the other iwo 
pieces. The Marine Corps dagger was 
produced in the USA, mainly by the 
Camillus Cutlery Co., New York, and 
"most examples ae correspondingly 
marked. The other pattern i in all 
probability a British version, 


527-830, F-Sstyle knives. $27 is similar ro 
the Second Pattern dagger, but with a 
‘completly different form of grip 
Sheckerina — more of a stippled design 
than a checkering. The hiit is brass. The 
blade appears to be a standard F-S biade 
although ii unmarked, 529 was manu- 
factored by William Rodgers of Sheila 
Hoth daggers, however, Were obtained in 
the pattern of scabbard illustrated, 
almost identical in construstion and both 
made from old-style 1907-13/14 bayonet 
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scabbards — considerably shortened, The 
uckld frog of 530 is clearly marked with 
the date 1917 — undoubtedly the original 
period of manufacture. These weapons 
arc believed to have been issued to Indian. 
Airborne troops, and were probably 
‘assembled in India from supplied part, 
‘or purchased as complete weapons, with 
the scubbards provided in India. 


sm 
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E S31, An extremely unusual F-S siyle kafe 

fof unknown manufacture, But thought to 
‘be of Indian or Eastern origin. The iis 
brass, with a coasely-checkered grip. A 
feature of imerest is the locking spring 
filed on the sheath throat, connecting 
through a recess on the eross-guard, The 
scabbard is of lather with bras fittings, 
and is secured lo an unusual form of 
webbing belt frog, 


532-534, A post-war French manu- 
Tactused F-S type knife. The hile is 
similar o the UK versions, manufactured 
of aluminium with a black paint finish, 
The locenge-shaped cross-guard is made 
of steel and is marked on the underside. 
The sheath i of leather, with an integral 
belt frog with retention strap, and a brass 
chape to which is added u ley throng. 534 
Shows the underside ofthe crosguand. 
‘marked "LE COMMANDO INOX 
MARQUE & MODELE DEPOSES 
SUPER-NOGENT 


35, An extremely unusual version of the 
F.S kalte style manufactured by William 
Rodgers of Sheffield, Although basically 
a Third Pattern, this example features a 
spherical pommel with a ring fitment — 
Tor a lanyard or a wrist loop? A second 
Feature of Interest is the blade, bearing the 
sided etching of the name SPEARMAN" 
Within a panel. This was a trading name 
under which the knife pattern was 
marketed in Australia and New Zealand 
in the carly 196. 


96, A commercial Thied Pattern I 
knife, wih a royal crest etched on the 
blade. 


537. A privately manufactured 
Commando dagger, converted partly 
from an S.M.LE, No, 4 Mk 1 spike 
bayonet. This example was carried during 
Word War Two by Major (later Lt. Co.) 
G. L. Dickinson, who was in No.6 
Commando. The high standard of. 
‘workmanship suggests that the weapon. 
twas produced by a professional. 
The hilt of the weapon is turned stel 
brazed on to the tang of the blade, and 
has been nicklesilvered, Major 
1 Dickinson, was assigned toan Armoured 
Brigade, so it is possible that this item, 
and perhaps others like it, were assembled 
by theurmourers department from 
damaged and condemned stock. Blade 
Bins; overall ins 
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38, 1944. A Trench trooper of No. 4 
Commando in the French Brigade is 
welcomed bya woman and child, The gun 
is a Thompson submachine-gua, and the 
F.S Fighting Knife i worn on the right 
thigh 


539. Tom Beasley, he famous bladesmith 
‘of Wilkinson Sword Company. This 
photograph was taken from the official 
portrait commissioned by the company, 
And is reproduced by kind permission of 
the Wilkinson Sword Company, 


11. 


Concealed and Assassination Weapons 


Early in the Second World War, the British Commandos 
and the American Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 
began lo collaborate and exchange information about 
‘operational procedures and hardware design, So far as 
hardware was concerned, the idea was to promote the 
development and production of specialized equipment 
that would be useful to Allied agents serving behind the 
lines. This equipment ranged from espionage and surveil- 
lance items to demolition and saboteur devices and 
techniques. Covered in part by this research and develop- 
ment was the subject of fighting knives. Tt was realized 
that every knife, no matter how ingenious in design, had 
certain limitations in practical use. Such limitations were 
not always obvious, or even important, but it had become 
Obvious that under certain active conditions these 
limitations could be responsible for failure. These failings 
were not normally the province or concern of the average 
commando or soldier, who was taught to employ 
alternative methods or techniques if his knife-fighting 
circumstance was not conducive to the immediate 
disposal of the enemy. In short, if a fast, direct killing 
possible, then an alternative movement gaining 
incapacitation was possible, The Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting 
Knife was designed with these circumstances in mind, and 
if a fatal thrust could not be delivered immediately then 
an attack upon vital arteries or nerve centres could be 
employed upon the victim. But these alternatives apart, 


there existed situations whereby no alternative attack 
could be possible, and the conditions governing knife 
fighting ss such did not exist, In basic terms these 
conditions were as follows: 

i) In the event of capture by the enemy, when the obvious 
personal weapons have been removed, or when a basic 
body search would have detected most personal 
equipment 

ii) Under circumstances of captivity, or occupation, 
when weapon patterns would have to be disguised so as 10 
escape scrutinous searching 

iil) Assassination weapons, which could be disguised in 
some innocuous or non-recognizable form. These were 
intended for deployment in face-to-face confrontations 
with the enemy when it was desirable to either kill the 
cnemy in a public place, yet remain as undetected and 
silent as possible; or in situations where the incapacitation 
Of the enemy was not possible without making personal 
contact, ie. when it would be unpraclical to make an 
assault upon the adversary from any great distance, Such 
circumstances and situations existed on numerous 
‘occasions for many Allied personnel, and the design 
departments started to consider the salient details that 
would allow for the completion of a successful mission 
under these restrictive conditions. The first matter which 
was to be enlarged upon was the effectiveness of various 
blude patterns in the disposal of an enemy. 


40, Three daggers designed for wear 
Under the clothing, attached to an arm or 
Teg. Ta the event of capture there was a. 
faint powibility that the weapons would 
be overlooked in a body search. The 
specimens on the righthand side were 
provided by a former Chindi The basie 
Neapon was a seel spike about fin long. 
"The blade has boen milled toa tréedged 
shape, and the hill has becn ground to an 
oval crose-section with a dome, or. 
“mushroom” shaped pommel. Two of the 
thre specimens examined revealed taces 
of “bluing’, but one was quite clean and 
Finished fo bright steel polish. None of 
the Three is exactly similae — note the 
pommel variations — and one concludes 
{hat each of the weapons was completely 
and finished. The scubbards consist of a 
simple two-part leather sheath with a 
buckled surap doubling as a retention 
strap when the dagger is placed in the 
Sheath, The exampie on the left, in the 
‘double strap scsbbard, is thought to have 
cen a leg version, whereas the other two. 
were designed to be worn on ihe arai. 
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During the 1920s, the British Government had been 
conducting investigations into the effectiveness of the 
bayonet us a weapon of incapacitation. Experience in the 
Great War had revealed that, although effective enough 
when used in a slashing movement, the conventional 
broad bladed sword/bayonet did not have quite the same 
devastation when being used in the thrust, which was — 
after all — the conventional bayonet movement when 
affixed to the fusil. Medically speaking, the most 
effective wounds were achieved with  spike-bladed 
‘weapons, such as the old pattern socket bayonets, These 


Ez 


S41, $42. The obverse and reverse of the 
armeg dagger, showing the variations in 
the formation of the pommel, and the 
form ofthe fluted tr-edge blade, Overall 
length in. 


$43. The arm dagger shown alongside the 
recognition flag which came from the 
Chindit previously mentioned. The flag, 
‘which is made of silk, was worn around 
the neck in a celluloid cover by aircrew 
‘on operations behind the enemy lines. The 
flag was worn with the Union Jack 
displayed on one side of the cover, and a 
‘message in the naive language of the area 
was displayed on the ther side. The 
English translation in the top right-hand 
orner shows thatthe intention was to. 
secure the asistance of natives in areas 
overrun by the Japanese. It would have 
boen useful to have a knife secreted in 
the event of capture by unfriendly natives. 


had the capacity of penetrating deeper into the body, and 
inflicting deep-seated haemorraging wounds, It was gory 
stuff, but the type of research that provided weapons for 
killing, and ultimately the survival of the bearer. The 
final conclusion was that when pitted against an 
adversary, even one garbed in protective clothing, a more 
lethal blow was likely to be delivered by a spike-bladed 
‘weapon, 

1t was the conclusions of such research that devised a 
whole series of weapons that were best suited for conccal- 
ment and direct assassination attacks. 
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544, A simple, 
cord binding for the grip. This weapon 
was also provided by the Chindit, and 
‘examination of the blade shows that it 
was made from very fine, high-a 
Steel, The rust on the blade is fine surface 
fust which does not detract from the 
blades high quality or sharpness, The 
onstruction Is such as to indicate that 
this blade would aot rust severely in 
umid conditions. The grip consists of 
‘ord binding. No scabbard cume with this 
item, and it is assumed that it was issued 
‘asa basic survival weapon, small enough 
to be concealed under a belt or in 
leggings, Blade length 414i; overall 
Tenth 8i 


45, 46, A specimen of the rare ‘api 
thrust dagger, a special assassination 
weapon which was issued to British 
‘Commandos for special operations, The 
"lade is a thin uted spike fitted iato a 
‘ast aluminium grip. The grip is designed 
to fit into the palm of the clenched fst 
‘with the index and middle fingers passing 
On cither side of the hilt, and the spike 
projecting outwards. The sheath is a tan 
Feather one-piece sheath, and was 
probably sewn to the clothing in a con- 
Sealed position such as under the armpit, 
The weapon was designed for instant 
assassination if punched through the eye 
or down the ear of the victim. The use- 
fulness of the weapon for fighting 
purposes is grea restricted, although 
Tor direct assawination techniques it 
most practical, Blade length Rin; overall 
Tene 9'in, 


57, S48, A splke pattern thrust dagger, 
probably British in origin, and resembling 
the arm and leg daggers previously 
described. This weapon is of all-steel 
construction, with a flattened and knurled 
Series of faces on the grip section. The 
Scabhard is a two-piece leather sheath, 
and was probably carried sewn inside 
the clothing. Overall lengih 614i 


549. A variant of the “Harpin’ thrust 
‘dagger with an interesting cast aluminium. 
Kknuckle-iype arip. The design of the grip 
allows for clenching of the dagger with 
the index, midde and third fingers 
through the knuckle loops, with the 
{thumb aligned alongside the edge nearest 
the blade. Both this example and the 
previous one bear traces of a black 
olourant on the grip (for concealment 
purposes) and deep bluing on the steel 
blade. Blade length 54in; overall length 
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550. A thrust dagger constructed as a 
spike with u sharp, pointed, fluted blade. 
"The grip section i covered with a cord 
binding which has a finger loop and a 
‘wrist loop. The wrist loop has a rein- 
forced pocket and can be used to fit over 
‘the tip of the blade to render it more safe 
‘when concealed on the body. This and the 
following weapon were the property of a 
Tomer Chiadit. Overall length oin. 


551, A thrust spike dagger with a curved 
hit The construction features of this are. 
the same as the previously described. 
‘weapon. IL is thought that the curved 
terminai ro the hilt enabled the weapon to 
be used as a grapnel 


$52. Close-up of the hits of the wo 
previous weapons. 


93,584. Concealed weapons issued to 
Chindittroons und other likely to find 
themselves behind enemy lines and lable 
Vo caplure, Both the pencil (552), and the 
pen (554) contain within the stems a thi, 
‘uted steel blade. It was hoped that such 
weapons would escape detection if the 
‘wearer were in captivity, for example, inu 
POW camp. The pen or pencil could be 
broken open and the blade could be held 
in the hand or (preferably) auached to a 
pisce of bamboo cane and used as a short 
spear 


585-561. Concealed weapons, $85: An 
issue pencil, which hus been broken open 
to reveal the spike blade contained within. 
Ar opposite ends of the channel ia which 
ihe blade rests can be seen the two 
portions of graphite which complete the 
innocuous appearance of this weapon. 
556: A spike blade which has been 
Temosed from a pencil. $57,588: A 
demonstration pencil used by instructors; 
t was distinguishable by is weight, being 
slightly heavier than an ordinary pencil. 
$89: A complete and unopened pen, 
containing spike blade. This tem (which 
Nas issued to a Chindit) could be detected 
hy its weight. The construction gives no. 
lue to the weapon concealed within. The 
ras nib holder is marked with the name 
‘of a Calcura pen manufacturer, but the 
weapon was probably made in England, 
S60, $61: A demonstration pen with 
portions of the shaft cut away to show the 
concealed spike. The detail shows the 
Spike inside the shaft, Average overall 
length Tin 
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562-563. An example of the concealed 
biade, in this specimen contained within 
an un-opened pen holder. Although 
slightly heuvier than a normal pen holder, 
the exta weight would not normally cause 
suspicion, unless of courte a magnet were 
held over the shaft, in which case there 
would be an interesting response from this 
"wooden pen. An X-ray photograph of 
the pen clearly shows the location ofthe 
"ade, The lighter section of the hilt of 
the blade appearing to have sight 
depression) is in fact a hole drilled 
through the sted hilt, enabling the blade, 
once revealed, to be tied to an improvised 
hilt, dius converting it to a blade and ir 
Wrapped around the body of the blade is 
a thin, strong twine (not visible in the 
X-ray photo), which would provide an. 
efective sccuring medium when the blade 
Was being attached to a hilt. Converted 
intoa peas the blade would effectively 
disable an opponent if applied in the right 
manner, such as thrusting into the eye. 
‘The combatative capability was limited, 
but it would allow the bearer a chance 10 
disarm an wnsuspecting enemy and seize 
his rifle or pistol 


112 CONCEALED AND ASSASSINATION WEAPONS 


564-566, A concealed knife of a type 
manufactured In the Philippines during 
the Sccond World War and after. Popular 
amongst the American pilos. 
Subsequently based n the area, these 
nives were private purchase acquisitions, 
intended w look likea ball-point pen, bur 
concealing a sharp spiked blade, As a 
weapon of assault is use was limited, and 
ins structure not suitable for aay 
prolonged combat. However, in certain 
Circumstances, the blade might have 
proved useful in incapacitating an unwary 


12. 
Machetes 


Two knives are indigenous to the Americas. The first and 
most obvious was the Bowie knife; the second was the 
machete, an import, which did not really develop until it 
arrived on the American continent, It was brought to the 
Americus by the Spanish settlers, whose word for this 
knife was ‘machete’, It is a broad, single-edged cleaver- 
type knife, and it was originally developed for working 
with vegetation. It served admirably on the plantations 
and beet crops, and its adoption was widespread even 
before the Constitution of the Americas was formulated. 

The machete has survived principally as a working tool, 
not differing greatly from its ancestral patterns apart 
from the adoption of modern materials, Iis usc as a 
military weapon began to be recognized during the later 
18005, when machete type weapons were produced for 
Artillery troops and Hospital Corps formations (lor 
making splints) It was comparable to a German develop- 
ment known as the Faschinenmesser (Fashioning Knife), 
where the principle was more usually utilitarian than 
combatative. 

During the Second World War, the machete was 
produced as a military urm, and was standard equipment 
to flight crews who might find themselves down in a 
difficult region where a machete would be mandatory to 
survival, British Commandos were issued with it, and 
were taught to use it for assault purposes as well as 
survival, and even the Germans produced their own 
versions for issue to flight crews. 

‘AS a weapon, the machete undoubtedly performed its 
rôle, the application of it to that capacity being not much 
different from its working requirements, Every soldier 
needs a knife, and for basic survival the machete is as 
good as any other type. 


567, $68, The Collins Machete, pattern 
No: 1005. First produced in the 1890s, 
the machete was purchased by the US 
Dept of the Army, and allegedly issued 
for survival use In the Philippines during 
the Spanish-American War, It was 
Teteinod in production until the mid 
19205, after which it was phased out. Two 
variant exist. The first has grips made of. 
horn, and thc second has gris made of 
brown coco bolo Wood. The grips are 
slabssided, and secured to the blade tang 
by four Mat rives The blade is 
distinctively broad, Mat and curved. The. 
Sheath is made of leather, tooled and 
decorated inthe Collins style, and having. 
brass fittings to the throat and chape. 
Blade length 16in; overall length 21in 
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569, A machete of the Victorian era, 
manufactured in Sheffield, and marketed 
tinder the Negro's Head trademark, The 
wood aris are secured by five broad flat 
rivers. Blade length 13341m; overall length 
20i. 


575, 576. The folding survival machete of. 
the Second World War. 575 is an. 
‘American version, manufactured by the 
‘Camillus Cutlery Company, New York. 
Introduced in 1942, the machete was 
issued to Army Air Force crews, and was 
carried folded in the seat pack kit 
attached to the parachute harness It was 
intended as a general survival aid. The 
trips are of a black synthetic material, 
iind the folded weapon i contained in a 
webbing sheath, Overall length (closed) 
Yin. 


570, 871 Second World War machete 
manufactured in 1944 by Collins of 
Hartford, Conn., as pattern No. 1250, 
The weapon was designated as a general- 
purpose machete, and was virtually 
nical with the products of several 
other manufacturers who were supplying 
the US Government in the war effort of 
the dime, All the machetes are similar in 
the hilt form (buck synthetic grips, 
secured with three or four, flat rivets), 
but differ generally in blade length and 
final shaping. The illustrated example is 
shown with à canvas and leather 
Scabbard. Blade lengths range from 
18-221 overall lengths 23-27in. 


571,578. British manufacture folding 
machete, by E, & C. S, stamped with the 
broad arrow and dated 1945, The item is 
virtually identica! with the previously 
described piece, except that instead of the 
canvas/webbing sheath, it is soured by a 
tel guard (578) which fis over the 
business end of the blade when folded. 
Overall length (open) Vin. 


5724514. Another Second World War 
specimen of the Collins machete, shown. 
together with the Martindale version 
1573), manufactured ia England and 
marketed under the Crocodile trademark, 
The slub-ided wood grips ae secured by 
ihre stel rivets, and the blade has been 
blackened. Blade length 17in; overall 

length 23i. 


579, 50. Alternative version of the 
Camiltus folding machete, with the stel 
‘guard for the blade, The only major 
difference between the two pieces is that 
the British version was produced with u 
lanyard loop on the pommel 
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S581, 582. A military issue machete, manv- 
facture in the Far Fast to military order, 
probably in Burma. The blade form of the 
machete is akin to that of the Burmese 
Dahil sword, with a cord grip secured by 
brass or copper ferrules. The blade is 
stealght,single-edged and square tipped, 
The scabburd is military in appearance, 
although it is hand-made of dark tan 
leather with neat sticting along the 


583, SH, Rare British machete probably 
manufactured inthe Far East, and issued 
To Chindi forces, The weapon is virtually 
identical with other known machete 
patterns, but differs in that the blade is 
Noticeably shorter and square-tipped, and 
is accommodated in à short leather sheath 
‘which i fitted with an arm strap, Blade 
length Toin; overall length I4:4n 


585.587. A rare American OSS machete, 
with a blade form somewhat similar to & 
Burmese Dahl sword, The hilt i cast from 
a black synthetic material, and the blade 
tang is secured by tva rivets, The blade is 
Single edged with a double-edged tip, and 
constructed so that the bulk of the weight 
is at the tip — effective in strengthening 
the slashing stroke of the weapon. The. 
scabbard is made of tan leather, and is a 
‘one-piece construction body, stitched 
along one edge, with a reinforced throat 
and belt loop added. 


588. The Space Age machete — a 
specimen of the Astronaut's Survival 
Machete, an exhibit at the Air and Space 
Museum, Washington, DC. This item was 
manufactured by the Case Cutlery Cou, 
and is code marked "P/N SEB 4010000:- 
2C S/N August 1966". The scabbard is 
marked with the date of manufacture, 

S October 1968. Tt was designed to serve 
as a general survival tool for astronauts, 
Under the confusing weightless conditions 
of space. The holes in the scabbard, 
although not explained in the museum 
Annotation, are probably for holdin 
cords or tubing when being cut — allow- 
ing them to he sheared with the blade in 
{he sheath rather than being hacked with 
a free ara 
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89,590. A rather interesting “Bowic’- 
type knife, somewhat typical of many 
semiof ficial and private purchase knives 
which circulated in the Far East Probably 
fof American or Australian manufacture, 
bur no marking to indicate county of 
‘origin, The blade form is most interesting 
in that the ricass is wider than Qe rest of 
the blade, the edge being 3mm narrower. 
The guard is steel, and the wood grips are 
secured by three brass rives, The sheath is 
very well made of leather, with button 
tastening and a belt loop stitched fo the 
reverse ofthe frog. The loop bears the 
stamped marking "OMW" within an oval, 
"Blade length 19cm; overal! length 30.Sem, 


18 — MACHETES 


501, 592. British Government issue 
‘machete, part of the survival kit issued 
units operating in the Pacific. This 
specimen is displayed at the Imperial We 
Museum, London. 


593, 594. Machete manufactured for 
‘overseas service by Martin Davis of 
England during the Second World War. 
The machete, by virtue of is handy form, 
is probably the bes all-round! tool for. 
survival in topical regions, This specimen 
is complete with a canvas sheath fitted 
with metal belt hooks, 


95, 596. Unidentified machete, but 
probably of British manufacture, An 
ample typical of the many variants 
Produced before and during the Second 
World War. 
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Post-war Knives 


The construction of knives for military purposes has 
continued unabated since the war. Every now and again 
new ideas are tried out, especially in the USA where there 
is a tremendous interest in the cutler's art, not solely for 
military purposes, but also for the sake of the craft itself. 
As the American constitution permits the enlistment of 


w 


mercenary troops, several cutlers produce blades speci 
cally designed for soldiers of fortune, Knife-fighting is 
gaining popularity in mercenary training programmes. 
Other developments have centred around the fabrication 
of knives from materials other than steel, in order to 
defeat metal detectors. 


sn L2 


597, $98, Wilkinson Survival Knife, 
Prototype (rst type) manufactured by 
ihe Wilkinson Sword Co, ¢ 1940, in an 
tempt to provide a good all-round 

nife/tool combining the facilities of u. 
large machete and a small sheath knife, 
This example has siag-horn grips and a 
saw-backed Bowie blade. The sheath was 
Converted froma surplus sword scabbard. 


599, 600. Wilkinson Survival Knife. 
Prototype (second type) and forerunner 
to the pattera subsequently put into 
production 


601, 602, A very modern (1977) version of 
the survival knife, unmarked except for 
the date and the Government Broad 
Arrow, The refined lines of the traditional 
Wilkinson knife have been sucrticod in. 
order to produce a simple utilitarian tool 


1603. The production pattern, differing in 
some minor detalle from the design 
prototype (399, 600) which eventually 
Found is way into service with the Army 
and the Royal Navy. Private purchase 
Servons of the knife were also manu- 
Tactured. Blade length 774i overall 
Tength Ln. 
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604 
604-606, The American jet pilos 
Survival knife, now manufactured quite 
‘openly in many countries, but principally 
in Japan. The knife is designed as a 

imple, sturdy survival aid complete with 
saw-back blade. The small pocket at ihe. 
front of the seabbard contains a honing 
stone (605). Blade length $14in; overall 
length 9i. 


607,608, A modern American Marine 
Corps knife, the pattern of which has, 
since the erly 1940, been adopted by the 
Israel forces as a general utility knife, 
Blade length Tin; overall length 12%, 


609. An American fighting knife of post- 
war construction and unidentified mam 
facture. The black, synthetic grips are 
secured to the blade tang by three rivets, 
and the ferrule and cross-guard are made 
of brass 


610,611. A postwar American sheath 

s. made in part from professionally 
converted war-surplus stock. Tt is thought 
that in the late 1940s these knives were 
given away by a company selling hiking 
and camping equipment, as part of a 
publicity and sales campaign, 
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612-644, Cure production (1979) 
ample of the West German Bundeswehr 
Flight Uy Knife. An almost exact 
tony ofthe Second World War version, 
Sats manufactured from modern 
symhetie alloys and plastic, Unlive re 
Predecessor, which sometimes jammed, 
Fhia version can be field nipped wit he 
minimom of effort — faciitating the 
immediate replacement of defeotive pares 
A wartime venson s shown for com 
parison (614). Blade length 34n; overall 
Fengin tn 


615, 616. The Stiffelmesser or Boot 
Kalje. A modern German production 
designed to be worn clipped to the inside 
Gf the boot calf, or worn on the belt. 
The design is undoubtedly based or 
American pattern manufactured by 
Gerber in the USA, but it has been 
copied by at least two other countries, 
‘The grip is a one-piece synthetic casting 
bonded over the blade tang. Blade length 
Sin; overall length Sin. 


14. 
Bright Ideas 


Necessity, itis said, is the mother of invention. Almost all 
the great inventions and developments of history have 
sprung from urgent need. The fighting knife might never 
have been resurrected in the twentieth century, had it not 
been for the Great War of 1914-18, and the conditions in 
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the trenches, Here, the hostile environment gave birth to 
many interesting Knife designs, some merely projected, 
but others actually produced. This chapter gives a glimpse 
of some of these bright ideas, 


617, This curious knife design has been 
provided by Mr. Robert Wilkinson- 
Latham, who located the original pencil 
drawing aud details in the records of. 

imon Sword Co. The weapon is a 
neat combination of fighting knife and 
hayonet. The hit portion of a Pattern 
1914 Short Magazine Lee Enfield bayonet 
has been allied to à short Pathan-tyle 
biade. The Pathan tribesmen of 
‘Afghanistan developed a short, siruight- 
bladed knife with curved cutting edge of 
T-back construction, known as the Indo- 
Persian Pesh-kahz, At a hand-held 
weapon the Pathan blade must have been 
considerably more effective than the 
bayonet blade which has replaced it. The 
Company's records concerning this 
drawing show that it was Works Order 
No. 1507 of 17 January 1916. Ordered by 
the Maharaja of Patiala for the troops he 
had raised and sent to fight alongside the 
British inthe Great War, a total of $55 
‘weapons were produced. ‘Unfortunately 
not à single example remains at the 
Wilkinson Sword Co, The sole evidence 
of the existence of this weapon consists of 
the pencil drawing, and the Company's 
records, The scabbard was a shortened 
version of the leather und steel Pi 
Scabbard. Blade length Sin; Prin thick 
across the T-back; 1in wide, 


‘The Pata, a European manufactured 
‘version of the Indo- Persian armoured fist 
with Knife attached. This extremely rare 
version was produced during the First 
World War and was intended as a trench 
Fighting weapon — based on the style of 
the earlier, Asati device, This example is 
displayed at the Imperial War Museum, 
London. 


619-621, The McL.uglen/Peskett Close 
‘Combat Weapon details from Patent 
Specification No, 589747, granted to 
John Edward Peske of Harrow, 
Middlesex, and Sydney Temple Leopold 
‘MeLaglen, of Chiswick London, 3 
March 1944, This jolly litle three-in-one 
‘weapon really is a complete allrounder, 
‘destined to give the Commando endless 
fun at the expense of the enemy. 
Basically it isa cosh or truncheon with a 
heavy weighted bull at one end. To this 
has een added the refinement of a con 
‘aed spike blade, which ean be extended 
from the truncheon at the opposite end 
from the weighted ball, and locked into 
position by a spring retention stud, to 
‘Become a thrusting poniard. To complete 
the ensemble, another portion of the grip 
contains a concealed reel of wire, which 
‘an be pulled out without being detached 
from ihe main stem, to serve very 
effectively as a garrotting wire. Tis 
believed that some examples of this 
weapon were actually constructed and 
issued. 


622,623. Knife designs from McLaglen's 
patent, No. 557898, of 9 December 1943 
Sydney T. L. Mel agen obviously liked 
knives and had clearly thought about how 
a good blade could be most usefully 
‘deployed. The ilstrations relate ro a 
form of simple push dagger of varied 
design. IL is not known if any of them 
fot beyond the protorype stase. 
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624, 625. McNary’s Patent Knife. The 
wellknown American brass knuckle knife 
Of 1919 was not a manufacturer's isolated 
development. It was, in fact, a patented 


design applied for on 17 October 1918 by 
‘one Major James Eugene McNary of the 
“American Expeditionary Forces in 
France, Service of Supplies, Ordnance 


Improvements in and relating to Knives 
1, dames Eugene MeNary, a Major in the 
‘American Expeditionary Forces im 
France, Service of Supplies, Ordnance 
Department, do hereby declare the nature 
ofthis invention to be as Tollows:— 

‘This invention relates to knives, daggers 
and the like more especially those uted for. 
offensive and defensive purposes, 

The object of the invention is an 
improved form of knife adapted more 
particularly for trench fighting purposes, 
in which a beter prip is afforded for the 


knife having à hilt which is provided with 
individual finger sal 

The invention also consists in a trench 
‘elfen which he ilis hollow to receive 
the tang which passes completely there- 
through, the said hilt being provided with 
individual finger stalls whereby a better 
ripas well as complete protetion for the 
Thumb is afforded. 

n carrying the invention into effect, 
the blade is preferably tapered in width 


Department. The wording of the Patent 
Specification, and the drawings of the 
design, are interesting enough to merit 
reproduction. 


626-628. Details of the illustrations of 
the knife covered by Joubert's Patent 
Application of 25 August 1916. Felix 
Jouber, described in the patent as a 
sculptor, Lived at Jubilee Place, Chelsea, 


and in thickness and ir is sharply pointed 
and sharpened on both edges back (othe 
tang. The tang, which is adapted to pass 
completely through the it is shouldered 
ft one end to fit into a socket in the Nit, 
{the lang being continued right through the 
i and ending in a screw thread 
extension which is adapted to engage with 
futon the other end of the hilt, whereby 
the knife, by unfastening the nus, can be 
removed from the hilt for repair or other 
purposes, It ie preferred to form the 
securing aut with a reduced cylindrical 
‘extension taking into a corresponding 
opening in tbe hilt so that sufficient 
Purchase upon the stew thread end of the 
lang is ensured and it is preferred, for the 
purposes of lightness or otherwise 10 
make the hilt of hollow construction. By 
screwing up the nut, the shouldered 
portion ofthe tang is drawn firmly into its 
Socket at the other end of the hilt, so that 
an absolutely tight attachment will be 
obtained, 

The hilt is formed with individual 
finger stalls after the fashion of a knuckle 


duster, one end of the hilt being formed 
with a thumb guard to ensure proper 
protection and from the main portion of. 
"he grip a series of radial like partitions 
extend, so as o constitute, separate 
‘openings i receive ihe individual 
knuckles of the hand. ‘The various 
partitions are connected together at their 
‘ater ends and each bridge portion thus 
Constitute is fitted with a sharp spur or 
spurs to afford additional protection and 
to prevent an antagonist from gripping 
the hand which is wielding the knife. 
From the foregoing it will be under- 
stood that a reliable and effective weapon 
Will be produced which has a hilt io 
constructed as to protect the hand of the 
user and also to afford a sure hold, If 
desired, the end of the nut which secures 
the tang may be more or less sharply 
pointed. The tang may be constructed of 
Wwedge like form so as lo wedge into a 
corresponding opening in the hil. 
Dated this 17th day of October, 1918. 


MARKS& CLERK! 


Loudon, The design was based on the 
historie knife, the Welsh cledd. Readers 
will recognise the design as being that of 
the so-called Welsh machine-gunner’s 
knife. The intended Use of the weapon 
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was never in doubt, for Joubert's patent 

application clearly describes it: an 

implement is obtained which wil be 
useful in trench warfare’ 
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Drawing 


Holding 


Use of the smatchet. 
Taken from All-in Fighting by W., E, Fairbairn. 
(Reproduced by kind permission of Faber and Faber Ltd.) 


Methods of attack 


Glossary 


A typical knife and scabbard showing component parts 


niu 

Bolster: A portion of the hilt that would 
‘normaly be occupied by the ferrule, 
Dut which replaces t when the cross- 

ard and ferrule are made as one piece 

in some cases, where the grip and 

osguard are constructed as one. 

piece 

Bow: An extension of the crossguard, in 
"which one quillon extends upwards in a. 
Toop to join the pommel. " 

Crossguard: The guard of the hile, which 
protects the hand and forms the 
junction between the hilt und the blade. 
The crossguard usually comprises a flat 
meral bar. The end portions are known 
ax quillons and the central postion in 
termed the quillon block 

Ferrule: A metal portion normally 
‘strengthening the Junction between the 


nd usually on 
the knuckle-duster pattern knives, 
being loops or rings joined together, 
through which the Tingers pass When 
the knife is held for combat, 

Grip; That part of the Nit hat is normally 
held in the hund. The grip can be a 
single piece of wood, steel or any other 
material or it can be a two-piece con. 
struction, riveted or bolted to the tang. 

Pommel: The uppermost portion—which 
'ften acts as a securing device for 

ing the assembly of the piese— 
‘of the blade. 


Wade 

Back: On single-edged blades, the portion 
opposite the curing edge. 

Eóge: The cutting part of the blade. 

False edge: Close to the p on a single 
died blade, this is a short sunting edge 
on the upper cdge of the blade. 

Fuller: A groove designed to lighten yet 
strengthen the blade. 

Kicusso: The flat portion of the blade, 
Forming the junction between the 1 
and ihe blade 

Shoulders: The upper section of the 
ricasso, which marks the dividing line. 
benee the blade and the tang: 

Spine: A high, centrally placed ridge 
running the length of the blade from 
the ricasso to the ip. 

‘Sweeig: The beveled portion of the blade 
beween the spine and the false edge. 

‘Tang: The portion of the blade upon 
‘which the lit is mounted, 

Tip: The point of the blade, 


Hilt 


Cronguard 


Pomme! 


I — 9i 


Ferel 


Quilon 
uilfin Block 


Pare 


Back 


M ——— spine 


— Eit 


False Edge. 


Point 


| Frog 
| 
Losket —e 
Body 
me— | 
-- 
Scabbard (the sheath in which the knife i 


carried) 

Body: The main portion of the scabbard. 

Chape: The reinforced tip ofthe scabbard 
body. 

Trog: A belt loop that acts as a seating for 
‘the scabbard body. 

Locket: A reinforced section at the throat 
‘of the scabbard. 

Throat: The opening in the scabbard in 
‘which the blade Is inserted. 


